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A.J. Bahou is a mediator and registered patent attorney who practices in the areas of Blockchain, data privacy, 
cybersecurity, healthcare, and intellectual property law, including litigation management of patents, copyrights, 
trademarks, and trade secrets. He has extensive experience in all aspects of patent infringement litigation, from 
pre-complaint investigation through trial and appeal. Bahou has worked on cases involving varying 
technologies such as medical devices, computer hardware, software, smart meters, and internet security 
systems. He has represented clients in electronic discovery disputes, motion practice, claim construction 
("Markman") hearings, trials and several appeals before the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit. 
 
Bahou is a Board Member of LaunchTN (a public-private partnership focused on supporting the development of 
high-growth companies in Tennessee), Chair of the Tennessee Bar Association’s Intellectual Property Law 
Executive Council and is past President of the Tennessee Intellectual Property Law Association (TIPLA). He 
earned a B.S. in Engineering from Tennessee Tech, an M.S. with honors in Electrical and Computer Engineering 
(focusing in Networking and Data Security) from the Johns Hopkins University, and a J.D. / LL.M. in Intellectual 
Property Law from the University of New Hampshire. 
 
Brian S. Faughnan practices with the Tennessee law firm of Lewis Thomason, in the firm’s Memphis office. In 
addition to the area of lawyer ethics and professional responsibility, Faughnan maintains a civil litigation 
practice focused on business and commercial litigation, and appellate litigation. Faughnan is listed in The Best 
Lawyers in America (Appellate Law and Litigation-First Amendment) and was named Appellate Practice “Lawyer 
of the Year” in Memphis by that publication. He is listed as a “Super Lawyer” by Mid-South Super Lawyers and 
has an AV rating from Martindale Hubbell. He is a frequent author and speaker on ethics and professional 
responsibility issues.  
 
Faughnan is a co-author of the book “Professional Responsibility in Litigation,” the Second Edition of which was 
published by the ABA in April 2016. He shares his thoughts on legal ethics, professional responsibility, and 
other aspects of the law of lawyering at www.faughnanonethics.com. He is a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Association of Professional Responsibility Lawyers. Faughnan has been the Chair of the TBA’s Standing 
Committee on Ethics and Professional Responsibility since 2009 and is the Eighth District Governor of the TBA 
Board of Governors. 
 
J. Leigh Griffith. In his more than 35 years of practicing tax and business law, Leigh Griffith has helped clients 
grow their businesses from the start-up stage to billion-dollar corporations. Transaction-oriented businesses, 
healthcare companies, private equity firms, Limited Liability Companies (LLCs), and partnerships rely on Leigh's 
experience and counsel to structure their tax matters, which can range from a few million dollars to over $1 



billion. Colleagues and clients regularly turn to him for his deep knowledge of tax at the state, national and 
global levels as well as the intersection of non-profit tax law, for-profit tax law and healthcare regulatory law. 
Leigh’s background as a certified public accountant has contributed to groundbreaking legal work, including: 
creation of the first LLC in Tennessee; development of the Double Holdco LLC structure for the home healthcare 
industry; being named principal draftsman of the Tennessee LLC Act; participating in the first life 
insurance/annuity combination securitization, recognized by the rating agencies as a new security and a new 
asset class; American Bar Association Tax Section Advisor to National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform 
State Laws - Series of Unincorporated Business Entities Drafting Committee. One of approximately 650 Fellows 
of the American College of Tax Counsel, Leigh is also a sought-after seminar leader for continuing professional 
education programs. Leigh contributes a bimonthly column, "The Pass Through Partner," in Taxes Magazine, 
published by CCH Tax and Accounting. Leigh has been recognized for his vast tax law experience in The Best 
Lawyers in America since 1995. A partner in the Nashville office of Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, LLP, Leigh 
earned his J.D. from Vanderbilt University Law School. He holds an LL.M. in Taxation from New York University 
and earned his B.A., magna cum laude, from the University of Virginia. 
 
Rachel Lawson It’s not often you find a lawyer who truly understands what it’s like to be an entrepreneur. It’s 
because of that very fact Rachel Schaffer Lawson is pretty darn good at her job. Lawson grew up in an 
entrepreneurial family — both her mother and grandfather owned their own businesses, so it seemed quite 
natural that their offspring found the study of business alluring. She triple majored in marketing, 
entrepreneurship and music business at Northeastern University. 
 
 After graduating, Lawson attended Loyola University College of Law, studying business law, intellectual 
property law and entertainment law (as well as the occasional beignet). Her stint in the “Big Easy” also included 
an internship with the National Football League’s New Orleans Saints. After deciding to pursue entertainment 
law full time, she knew there was no better place than good ole’ Nashville. In 2011, one year after her move, 
she launched Schaffer Law Firm PLLC.  
 
Lawson quickly discovered her passion and the firm’s mission— to provide quality and accessible legal services 
to innovative entrepreneurs, budding restaurateurs, impactful nonprofits and the wide variety of arts and 
entertainment the city offers. She never realized just how much she would love her job, but some of the best 
surprises often happen that way. Lawson loves helping local entrepreneurs succeed in their business ventures 
and delights in seeing her clients open their doors for business for the very first time.  
 
When she’s not striving to help business owners succeed, you can find her training for half and full marathons, 
trail running, power lifting at her favorite CrossFit box, cuddling one of her six “fur babies,” and enjoying a local 
craft brew with her husband, Tyler. To get to know Rachel a bit better, give her a call. Her infectious laugh and 
get done attitude will brighten your day. 
 



Beverly Nelms Like many of members of Frantz, McConnell & Seymour, LLP, Nelms is a lifelong East 
Tennessean and proud Volunteer. The best word to describe her practice is diverse. After receiving her J.D. from 
the University of Tennessee in 1993, she joined the firm, first as a law clerk and then as an attorney in 1997, 
before becoming a partner in 2002. She has also served as managing partner for the firm. 

Throughout an extremely successful career, Nelms’ communication skills have helped put her clients at ease 
while earning their trust and respect. An apt listener, her goal always is to provide a comfortable atmosphere for 
each and every one of them. Nelms’ practice concentrates on general civil litigation including insurance 
defense, construction law, personal injury, conservatorships and guardian ad litem in addition to 
mediation. She is currently expanding the scope of her practice to include alternative dispute resolution of 
conflicts in the areas of construction and health care. 

A Rule 31 listed general civil mediator, she has appeared at each level of state court in Tennessee, as well as the 
U.S. Federal District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee and the Tennessee Department of Labor. Nelms is 
a member of several legal organizations, including the Knoxville and Tennessee Bar associations, the Defense 
Research Institute, the Tennessee Association of Construction Counsel and has served as a hearing officer for the 
Civil Service Merit Board, as well as an Ombudsman for the Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve. In 
2016, she was appointed to serve as a member of the Trial Court Vacancy Commission. 

Nelms enjoys spending her free time with her husband, a retired member of the military, and the couple’s two 
children. She also volunteers at her church, plays piano and is an ardent reader. 
 

Suzanne Rose is a seasoned advisor and consultant with a deep knowledge of the legal services industry. 
Having worked with law firms and their clients in various positions for the past 30 years, Rose possesses a 
unique perspective on the industry and its challenges. After 20 years of working directly with law firms as the 
Legal Administrator of Sherrard, Roe, Voigt and Harbison (1984 – 1996) and as the principle consultant of her 
own practice, Suzanne Rose Consulting (1996 – 2006), Rose became the Director of Operations and later the 
Vice President of Operations for Quovant (formerly Legalbill), located in Nashville.  
 
While at Quovant, Rose worked directly with Fortune 500 and Global 2000 corporate legal departments and risk 
management departments to provide a SaaS based legal e-Billing service designed to ensure compliance with 
client outside counsel billing guidelines and provide law firm and matter management data to support 
departmental strategic decisions to manage their outside counsel spend. Rose has returned to her consulting 
practice and may be reached at suzanne@mylegalops.com. 
 
Brad Sagraves is an attorney with the firm practicing in the areas of business law, tax, probate and estate 
planning. 
 



Brad generally advises businesses and individuals on forming businesses, whether limited liability companies, 
limited liability partnerships, partnerships, corporations or s-corporations. Brad advises clients on structural 
changes, buyouts, mergers, acquisitions or tax-free reorganizations, as well as day-to-day needs of the average 
business. 
 
Brad also represents clients before the Internal Revenue Service, Tennessee Department of Revenue, Tennessee 
Board of Equalization and other tax authorities. His representation extends to audits, collection actions, 
requesting installments agreements and offers in compromise, and obtaining property tax exemptions for 
charitable or other qualified institutions. 
 
As part of advising his clients in business and tax matters, Brad also provides estate planning and succession 
planning to ensure that the client’s assets pass according to the client’s wishes, whether to families, friends or 
charities. Brad can tailor the appropriate estate plan for each client, whether it is a simple will with trusts for a 
client's children or complex tax-planning wills to ensure that inheritance and estate taxes are minimized. Brad 
also has experience in drafting special needs trusts, life insurance trusts and charitable remainder trusts. As part 
of his estate practice, he regularly represents clients in probate and conservatorship matters, whether simple, 
complex or contested. 
 
Brad also has experience in federal contracting guidelines, international tax issues, self-settled asset protection 
trusts and many other areas of law. 
 
Tommy Santel is a managing attorney for the law firm PARKERSON | SANTEL PLLC in Murfreesboro. He has an 
extensive background in criminal law. Santel previously served as an Assistant District Attorney General for the 
Sixteenth Judicial District, Rutherford County and Cannon County, Tennessee. As an Assistant District Attorney, 
Santel was active in courtroom trial practice, where he was involved in the prosecution of all types of criminal 
cases ranging from misdemeanors to major drug and felony offenses. In addition to his criminal practice, Santel 
handles a wide variety of civil cases ranging from personal injury, insurance defense, governmental law, civil 
rights litigation, contract disputes and other matters.  
 
Santel practices in both state and federal courts throughout Tennessee, in both trial and appellate courts. Based 
on his experience in civil and criminal law, he has had the privilege of speaking to community groups, 
professional organizations, university students, high school students, bar associations, law enforcement 
agencies, and other groups on various legal topics and topics for professional development. In addition to his 
law practice, Santel is an adjunct professor in the Department of Criminal Justice Administration at Middle 
Tennessee State University. He is a member of the Tennessee Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, the 
American Bar Association, the Tennessee Bar Association and the Rutherford County and Cannon County Bar 
Association.  
 



Santel was selected and serves as a mentor for young and new attorneys through the Tennessee Bar Association. 
He is a past president of the Rutherford County and Cannon County Bar Association. He has spoken at legal 
education seminars on issues related to the ethical responsibilities and obligations of Tennessee attorneys, 
criminal law related issues and defending "your" case. Tommy received his undergraduate degree from Middle 
Tennessee State University where he studied Criminal Justice Administration. He received his law degree from 
Nashville School of Law in 2004. 
 
Edmund Sauer is a partner at Bradley Arrant Boult Cummings, in the firm’s Nashville office. His practice 
focuses on handling appeals throughout the country, particularly in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit, where he clerked for two judges, and in Tennessee and Kentucky appellate courts. Sauer is the 
Immediate Past Chair of the Tennessee Bar Association’s Appellate Practice Section. He regularly advises clients 
and trial counsel on litigation strategy to maximize the prospects of success at trial and on appeal.  
 
Sauer has particular experience serving as the appellate lawyer embedded with trial teams in complex civil 
litigation. In the last two years, he has obtained a reversal for a corporate client in an interlocutory appeal to the 
Sixth Circuit; persuaded the Sixth Circuit to reject loan-securitization claims for a financial services client; 
obtained a reversal on an issue of first impression in another Sixth Circuit appeal; successfully represented 
clients in an ERISA appeal in the Third Circuit and a bankruptcy appeal in the Eleventh Circuit; and handled 
more than two dozen other appeals before the Tennessee and Kentucky Courts of Appeals and other appellate 
courts. In the past several years, he has filed three amicus briefs in the United States Supreme Court and two in 
the Tennessee Supreme Court.  
 
Over the course of his career, Sauer has handled appeals involving a variety of legal issues, including 
commercial and contractual disputes, insurance, preemption, intellectual property, labor and employment, 
ERISA, product liability, financial services, arbitration, pharmaceuticals, class action, federal and state 
constitutional law, civil rights, environmental law, the Federal Tort Claims Act, white-collar crime, bankruptcy, 
consumer fraud, antitrust and the Federal Employers Liability Act. In addition to his appellate practice, he has 
authored dispositive and critical motions in a variety of federal and state trial matters, including cases involving 
breach of contract, insurance, product liability, ERISA, pharmaceuticals, federal and state constitutional law, 
class actions and construction law.  
 
Before joining Bradley, Sauer worked as an appellate lawyer at Mayer Brown in Washington, D.C. He also served 
as Deputy General Counsel to Kentucky Governor Steven L. Beshear, representing the Governor in federal and 
state courts and helping coordinate executive-branch litigation. A Fulbright and Truman Scholar, Sauer received 
his J.D. from the University of Virginia School of Law, M.A. from Queen’s University (Canada), and B.A. from 
Centre College. 
 
Ben Vincent began his career in Technology over 15 years ago. He was the President/CEO of Invision 
Solutions, L.L.C. a Technology firm based in Auburn Hills, MI, where he worked with clients from many different 



spectrums including healthcare, manufacturing, legal and non-profits supporting not only their business 
networks, but keeping them informed on new emerging technologies including smartphone applications and 
mobile computing. He has served as the Vice President and President of the Small Business Server users group 
in South Eastern Michigan.  
 
In 2009, Vincent sold his company in Michigan and relocated to Nashville to join LogicForce, consulting as vice 
president, where he served in a capacity covering Network Technology, Client Services and Facilities. He is 
presently the Founder and Chief Visionary for The Vertical Group, a firm dedicated to the education of mobile 
technology advancement and the data protection of the legal and healthcare community. His education with 
Apple devices has made him a sought-after speaker at conferences in many fields. 
 
 
 
	


