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shall consist of 24 27 members, as fol-
lows:

President
President-Elect
Vice President
Immediate Past President
Secretary
Treasurer
President, Tennessee Judicial 

Conference
President and President-Elect, 

Young Lawyers Division
President, District Attorneys General

Conference
President, District Public Defenders

Conference
Speaker, House of Delegates
One Two Governors from each of 

the three Grand Divisions
One Governor from each of nine

eight Districts
and two Governors from the Fifth 

District as established by the 
Board of Governors

13. The Districts are:

First District
Johnson, Hancock, Washington, Ham-
blen, Carter, Grainger, Unicoi, Sevier,
Cocke, Jefferson, Hawkins, Greene,
Sullivan, Claiborne

Second District
Campbell, Blount, Union, Loudon, 
Anderson, Morgan, Knox, Scott, 
Roane, Cumberland

Third District
Polk, Bradley, Bledsoe, Rhea, 
Hamilton, Marion, Meigs, McMinn, 
Sequatchie, Grundy, Monroe

Fourth District

White, Warren, Franklin, Lincoln, 
Van Buren, Fentress, Moore, Marshall, 
Pickett, Cumberland, Bedford, Can-
non, Putnam, Smith, Rutherford,
DeKalb, Overton, Jackson, Wilson,
Macon, Clay, Coffee, Trousdale,
Grundy, Sequatchie

Fifth District (two District Governors)
Davidson

Sixth District
Giles, Lawrence, Humphreys, Houston,
Wayne, Perry, Cheatham, Stewart,
Lewis, Hickman, Montgomery, Sum-
ner, Maury, Dickson, Robertson,
Williamson

Seventh District
Henry, Decatur, Hardeman, McNairy,
Carroll, Chester, Hardin, Madison,
Henderson, Fayette, Benton

Eighth District
Weakley, Obion, Haywood, Crockett,
Lake, Dyer, Tipton, Lauderdale, Gibson

Ninth Eighth District
Shelby

14. Eligibility. Any member of the Asso-
ciation is eligible for election to any of-
fice in the Association, provided,
however, that no District Governor
shall serve more than two consecutive
elected terms and no Grand Division
Governor shall serve more than three
consecutive elected terms in any Grand
Division position. For transition pur-
poses only, the initial term for Fifth
District Governor Position 1 shall be
two years. The Governor elected to Po-
sition 1 may then be elected to one
consecutive three-year term for a total

of five consecutive years.

15. Election of Governors. The nine Dis-
trict governors and the three six Grand
Division governors shall be elected by
the voting members from their respec-
tive Districts or Grand Divisions. A va-
cancy in the office of Governor may be
filled by appointment of the Board of
Governors, said appointee to serve
until the next annual election. The
election of District Governors shall be
rotated among the nine Districts, with
governors to be elected annually from
three Districts for three-year terms. The
election of the Fifth District Governor
Position 1 shall take place in the same
rotation as for district governors from
Districts 2 and 8. The election of the
Fifth District Governor Position 2 shall
take place as the same rotation as for
district governors from Districts 3 and
9.

A Two governors from and repre-
senting each of the three Grand Divi-
sions shall be elected annually for a
one-year term to a position designated
by Grand Division as either Position 1
or Position 2.

The term of an elected Governor
shall commence immediately following
the annual membership meeting of the
association.

16. Composition of Districts. The Board of
Governors shall have the authority to
change composition of the Districts to
assure fair and equitable apportionment.

In accordance with Section 59(1) of
its Bylaws, the Tennessee Bar Associa-
tion Board of Governors gives notice
to TBA members of the facts and cir-
cumstances of a proposed amendment
to the Bylaws addressing geographic
representation of the Board of Gover-
nors.

The current geographic representa-
tion of the Board of Governors
through district and grand division
governor seats was established during
the 1980s. Since that time, there has
been a tremendous growth of the
number of lawyers and concentration
of lawyers in certain areas. This
growth and concentration has resulted
in some districts in the association
containing as few as 150 members
and other districts containing as many
as 2,700 members. As provided in
Section 16 of the TBA Bylaws, the
TBA Board of Governors has exam-
ined the composition of the districts
and has recommended changes to the
geographical representation on the
Board of Governors. In doing so, the
board attempted to balance the impor-
tance of having substantial geographic
diversity against the need to mitigate
the extreme variance in the numbers
of members from board district to
board district. 

A majority of the Board of Gover-
nors (1) rejected a pure pro rata ap-
proach, which would have resulted in
even more seats in urban areas, but
also (2) rejected retaining the status
quo, which leaves significant areas of
the state underrepresented. Rather, it
was the Board of Governors’ desire to

advance a proposal that protects geo-
graphic diversity while also providing
greater balance in the composition of
board districts. 

This amendment combines Dis-
tricts 7 and 8 in West Tennessee into a
single district (the combined district
would still have the fewest members
of any district in the state by a signifi-
cant margin); establishes a second seat
for District 5 (Davidson County); and,
adds a second Grand Division Gover-
nor to each of the three Grand Divi-
sions. These changes help to mitigate
the imbalance in geographical repre-
sentation without significantly, ad-
versely disturbing traditional
representation patterns. The TBA
Board of Governors will vote on adop-
tion of these amendments at its Jan.
14, 2012, meeting. In order to ensure,
in light of the consolidation of dis-
tricts included in the proposal, that no
duly elected board member is dis-
placed from office before expiration of
their term, the changes would be ef-
fective beginning with the 2013-2014
Bar Year. 

The following is a redline of the
sections which will be modified if the
amendment is adopted.

Board of Governors
11. Authority of the Board. The Board
of Governors shall govern the activi-
ties of, administer the business of and
act for the Association in all matters,
subject to the direction of member-
ship and provisions of the Charter and
these Bylaws.

12. Members of the Board. The Board

Board of Governors to vote on it Jan. 14

Proposed Bylaws Amendment Seeks to Balance Geographical Representation


