
CASA of Maury County Presents “Through the Lens” 
A photography event to help CASA give a voice to abused and neglected children 

 
CASA of Maury County, Inc. is now accepting entries for their first photo exhibit entitled 
“Through the Lens”.  “Through the Lens” will feature the works of local photographers as they 
seek to bring awareness to the community about the issue of child abuse and neglect in our 
community.  The photo gallery will be displayed at Wall Candy in Downtown Columbia 
beginning on Thursday, April 3rd and throughout the month of April, which is also National 
Child Abuse Prevention Month.  
 
During the month of April, the community is urged to rally together against the growing 
epidemic of child abuse.  Each day in the United States, five children die of abuse of neglect.  
Approximately, 3.3 million reports of abuse are made each year.  Unfortunately, the actual 
incidence of abuse and neglect is estimated to be three times greater than the number reported to 
authorities.  In Tennessee, 38 children died due to abuse or neglect in 2010, the most recent year 
statistics are available. 
 
The goal of CASA is for each abused or neglected child served to find a safe, permanent home as 
quickly as possible. Too often, children languish for years in the foster care system, with no hope 
of finding a permanent home or having a normal childhood. Studies have shown that when a 
CASA is involved a child’s chances of finding a permanent home are doubled. 
 
The “Through the Lens” gallery will focus on family life.  It will allow each photographer to 
showcase the simple, everyday things that children without a “forever family” may not be able to 
experience.  Each photographer is free to create their own artistic interpretation of what this issue 
means to them, in a way that helps capture the need for awareness.   
 
CASA’s hope is that these photographs will be inspirational and empower the community to get 
involved with the children in our area who are suffering from abuse and neglect.  Deadline for 
entries is Friday, March 21st at noon.  Community members who attend the gallery on April 3rd 
from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. as well as throughout the month will get to vote on the photograph that 
speaks to them the most.  Photos will also be shown on the CASA of Maury County Facebook 
page and an online favorite will be chosen by Facebook users.  Please contact Molly Wantland at 
her email address molly@simplyMphotography.com if you are interested in submitting an entry 
and participating in this awareness event. 
 
The role of a CASA volunteer is to act as an extra pair of eyes and ears for the judge, collecting 
information through observation and interviews with key players in the child’s life and then 
reporting back to the judge.  To become a CASA, you must be at least 21 years old and pass a 
federal background check. CASA volunteers devote an average of 10-15 hours to their child’s 
case monthly.  If you are interested in learning more about becoming a CASA volunteer, please 
call (931) 381-4733 or email casaofmaury@bellsouth.net.  CASA’s spring pre-service training 
classes begin on March 29th. 
 


