
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF DAVIDSON COUNTY TENNESSEE 
FOR THE TWENTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT NASHVILLE 

KATHLEEN FITZPATRICK, Individually 
and as Parent and Next of Kin to COREY 
TAYLOR, Deceased, 

Plaintiff, 

V. 

NAFARIOUS HOWARD, NATHAN 
NADOL, and METRO POLIT AN GOVERNMENT 
OF NASHVILLE & DAVIDSON COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, 

Defendants. 

No.: _________ _ 
Jury Demanded 

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES 

COMES NOW the Plaintiff, Kathleen Fitzpatrick, individually and as parent and next of 

kin to Corey Taylor, Deceased, by and through counsel, David A. McLaughlin, Esq., of 

901Attorneys, LLC and files this Complaint for Damages against the Defendants, Nafarious 

Howard, Nathan N adol, and Metropolitan Government of Nash ville & Davidson County, 

Tennessee, and for cause of action shows the Court the following: 

PARTIES 

1. The Plaintiff, Kathleen Fitzpatrick, is an adult resident and citizen of Beebe, White 

County, Arkansas, and the mother of Corey Taylor, deceased. 

2. Decedent, Corey Taylor, was born on November 17, 1993 and died on September 

16, 2018. 

3. At the time of the incident made the basis of this suit, Corey Taylor was 24 years 

of age. 
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statutory and common law. At all times material hereto, the officers and employees of the 

Metropolitan Government of Nashville & Davidson County, Tennessee and/or the MNPD, who 

were involved in this incident, whose identities are unknown to the Plaintiff, were acting as 

employees and/or agents of the Metropolitan Government of Nashville & Davidson County, 

Tennessee and/or MNPD and in the course and scope of their employment. 

9. Defendant, Metropolitan Government of Nashville & Davidson County, 

Tennessee, has its principal office located at 1 Public Square, Nashville, TN 37201, and it can be 

served with process through its authorized agent for service, Jon Cooper, at 1 Public Square, Suite 

108, Nashville, TN 37201. 

10. Plaintiff's cause of action arises in tort, as a result of injuries and damages sustained 

due to the negligent operation of motor vehicles driven by the Defendants Nafarious Howard and 

Nathan Nadal, and the Metropolitan Government of Nashville & Davidson County, Tennessee 

through the actions the employees and/or agents of the Metropolitan Nashville Police Department 

in Nashville, Davidson County, Tennessee on or about September 16, 2018. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

11. All events which form the basis of this Complaint for Damages are based in tort 

and occurred in Davidson County, Tennessee. 

12. Venue is properly situated in Davidson County pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 20-

4-101. 

13. This Court has general jurisdiction of this matter pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 

16-10-101. 

14. This Court has exclusive jurisdiction as to Defendant Metropolitan Government of 

Nashville & Davidson County, Tennessee pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 29-20-307. 
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FACTS 

15. On August 19, 2019, the Plaintiff's attorney made a Public Records Request from 

the Metropolitan Government of Nashville & Davidson County and the Metropolitan Nashville 

Police Department requesting information and documents concerning the incident which is the 

subject matter of this Complaint. At the present time, the Plaintiff has not been provided any 

documents pertaining to this incident due to Defendant Nafarious Howard's age. Therefore, the 

Plaintiff makes the following allegations based on information and belief, reserving the right to 

further amend this Complaint upon the discovery of additional information. 

16. On or about September 16, 2018 at approximately 12:36 a.m., the decedent, Corey 

Taylor, deceased, was walking near the intersection of First Avenue North and Gay Street in 

Nashville, Tennessee. 

17. The Defendant, N afarious Howard, was operating a stolen 2012 Kia Forte at the 

time of the accident. 

18. Upon information and belief, Defendant Nathan Nadal was operating his own 

personal vehicle to engage in a high-speed chase with Defendant Nafarious Howard who had 

stolen his friend's 2012 Kia Forte. 

19. Upon information and belief, Defendant Nathan Nadal initiated a telephone call to 

911 using his cellular phone while engaged in a high-speed chase with Defendant Nafarious 

Howard. 

20. Upon information and belief, Defendant Metropolitan Government of Nashville & 

Davidson County, Tennessee, through the actions the employees and/or agents of the Metropolitan 

Nashville Police Department, advised Defendant Nathan Nadal to immediately halt his pursuit of 

Defendant N afarious Howard as the Defendant Police Department intended to begin pursuing 

Defendant Howard. 
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21. Upon information and belief, Defendant Nathan Nadal did not immediately end his 

pursuit of Defendant Nafarious Howard despite receiving instructions to do so from employees of 

the Defendant Metropolitan Government of Nashville & Davidson County, Tennessee. 

22. Upon information and belief, Defendant Metropolitan Government of Nashville & 

Davidson County, Tennessee, through the actions the employees and/or agents of the Metropolitan 

Nash ville Police Department, began chasing Defendant N afarious Howard in downtown 

Nashville. 

23. Plaintiff avers that the conduct of the Metropolitan Government of Nashville & 

Davidson County, Tennessee through the · actions of the employees and/or agents of the 

Metropolitan Nashville Police Department was negligent, reckless, willful and wanton and 

deliberately indifferent under the circumstances then existing. Plaintiff avers that the potential 

benefit of immediately apprehending a fleeing car thief was greatly outweighed by the known, 

foreseeable risks of the high-speed pursuit and was a gross deviation from acceptable law 

enforcement standards. 

24. Suddenly and without warning, Defendant Nafarious Howard attempted to evade 

police capture by turning left at a high rate of speed. 

25. Defendant N afarious Howard struck a curb at the intersection of First A venue North 

and Gay Street, causing him to lose control of the vehicle he was operating and collide with a light 

pole and a pedestrian, decedent Corey Taylor. 

26. As a result of the collision, Corey Taylor was gravely injured and ultimately died 

at the scene of the accident as a result of his injuries. 
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CAUSE OF ACTION 
NEGLIGENCE AS TO NAFARIOUS HOWARD 

27. The Plaintiff repeats the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 - 26 as though set 

forth herein verbatim. 

28. Defendant, Nafarious Howard, acted with less than and/or failed to act with 

ordinary and reasonable care in the operation of his vehicle. 

29. Defendant, N afarious Howard, was guilty of the following acts of common law 

negligence, which are the direct and proximate cause of the injuries complained of herein, to-wit: 

a. Negligently failing to maintain proper control of the vehicle he was 

operating; 

b. Negligently failing to exercise that degree of care and caution as required 

of a reasonable, prudent person under the same or similar circumstances; 

c. Negligently failing to stop the vehicle he was operating in order to avoid 

the collision; and 

d. Negligently failing to devote full time and attention to the operation of a 

motor vehicle. 

30. Upon information and belief, Defendant, Nafarious Howard, was guilty of violating 

one or more of the following statutes of the State of Tennessee, each and every such statute being 

in full force and effect at the time and place of the collision herein: 

a. Tenn. Code Ann. § 55-8-104. Obedience to police officers. 

b. Tenn. Code Ann. § 55-8-136. Drivers to exercise due care. 

c. Tenn. Code Ann. § 55-8-152. Speed limits - Penalties. 

31. Upon information and belief, Defendant, N afarious Howard, was guilty of violating 

one or more of the following Metropolitan Government of Nash ville & Davidson County 
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Ordinances, each and every such ordinance being in full force and effect at the time and place of 

the collision complained of, each and every such violation constituting a separate and distinct act 

of negligence per se, and each and every such act constituting a direct and proximate cause of the 

injuries and damages to-wit: 

a. Sec. 12-08-060. Obedience to enforcement officers. 

b. Sec. 12-20-010. Basic rule - Reasonable speed under the conditions. 

C. Sec. 12-68-130. Driving on sidewalks. 

d. Sec. 12-68-170. Careless driving. 

e. Sec. 12-68-180. Reckless driving. 

f. Sec. 12-68-200. Attempting to elude police officers. 

32. The above-referenced acts of negligence of the Defendant, Nafarious Howard, were 

the cause in fact and proximate cause of the accident, which resulted in the decedent Corey Taylor 

losing his life. 

33. As a direct and proximate result of the Defendant's negligence, the decedent Corey 

Taylor lost his life which would not have otherwise occurred. 

NEGLIGENCE AS TO NATHAN NADOL 

34. The Plaintiff repeats the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 - 33 as though set 

forth herein verbatim. 

35. Defendant, Nathan Nadol, acted with less than and/or failed to act with ordinary 

and reasonable care in the operation of his vehicle. 

36. Defendant, Nathan Nadol, was guilty of the following acts of common law 

negligence, which are the direct and proximate cause of the injuries complained of herein, to-wit: 

a. Negligently failing to exercise that degree of care and caution as required 

of a reasonable, prudent person under the same or similar circumstances; 
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b. Negligently failing to keep a proper lookout for other vehicles on the 

roadway; and 

c. Negligently failing to stop the pursuit of Defendant Nafarious Howard 

despite being advised to do so by the police department. 

37. Upon information and belief, Defendant, Nathan Nadol, was guilty of violating one 

or more of the following statutes of the State of Tennessee, each and every such statute being in 

full force and effect at the time and place of the collision herein: 

d. Tenn. Code Ann. § 55-8-104. Obedience to police officers. 

e. Tenn. Code Ann. § 55-8-136. Drivers to exercise due care. 

f. Tenn. Code Ann. § 55-8-152. Speed limits - Penalties. 

38. Upon information and belief, Defendant, Nathan Nadol, was guilty of violating one 

or more of the following Metropolitan Government of Nash ville & Davidson County Ordinances, 

each and every such ordinance being in full force and effect at the time and place of the collision 

complained of, each and every such violation constituting a separate and distinct act of negligence 

per se, and each and every such act constituting a direct and proximate cause of the injuries and 

damages to-wit: 

a. Sec. 12-08-060. Obedience to enforcement officers. 

b. Sec. 12-20-010. Basic rule - Reasonable speed under the conditions. 

c. Sec. 12-68-170. Careless driving. 

d. Sec. 12-68-180. Reckless driving. 

39. The above-referenced acts of negligence of the Defendant, Nathan N adol, were the 

cause in fact and proximate cause of the accident, which resulted in the decedent Corey Taylor 

losing his life. 
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40. As a direct and proximate result of the Defendant's negligence, the decedent Corey 

Taylor lost his life which would not have otherwise occurred. 

NEGLIGENCE AS TO THE METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT 
OF NASHVILLE & DAVIDSON COUNTY 

41 . The Plaintiff repeats the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 - 40 as though set 

forth herein verbatim. 

42. The Municipal Defendants, by and through their elected and appointed officials, 

are under a duty to perform their policing activities in a lawful manner and to preserve the peace 

of the citizens within their jurisdictions in a reasonable and appropriate manner. The Municipal 

Defendants have waived their sovereign immunity pursuant to the Tennessee Governmental Tort 

Liability Act, Tenn. Code Ann.§ 29-20-101, et seq. and Tenn. Code Ann.§ 55-8-108 for the acts 

and omissions that are the subject of this action. 

43. The Municipal Defendants, by and through their respective employees acting 

within the scope of their employment, were guilty of the following acts of common law 

negligence, which are the direct and proximate cause of the injuries complained of herein, to-wit: 

a. The decision to initiate a high-speed pursuit of Defendant Nafarious 

Howard under the circumstances then and there existing; 

b. The failure to terminate the pursuit when the benefits of apprehending the 

fleeing suspect were greatly outweighed by the dangers of the pursuit; 

c. The failure to adequately train the Defendant City officers with respect to 

the commencement, continuation, and termination of high-speed pursuits; 

d. The failure to exercise reasonable care for the safety of innocent third 

parties utilizing the public sidewalks of the Metropolitan Government of 

Nashville & Davidson County; 

9 

EFILED  09/13/19 13:45:07  CASE NO. 19C2162  Richard R. Rooker, Clerk
Copy



e. The operation of vehicles at speeds which were excessive under the 

conditions then and there existing; 

f. The operation of their vehicles without due regard for the safety of the 

public; 

g. The failure to discontinue the high-speed pursuit in sufficient time so as 

not to endanger Corey Taylor; 

h. The failure to discontinue the high-speed pursuit when it became evident 

that the likelihood of injury to innocent third parties was foreseeable and greatly 

outweighed any potential benefit of apprehending Defendant Nafarious Howard; 

1. The failure to comply with all applicable laws and the rules, regulations, 

customs, and/or practices of the Municipal Defendants with respect to the 

commencement, continuation, and termination of high-speed pursuits; 

j. The failure to commence and conduct the pursuit in a reasonable manner, 

without exposing innocent third parties, including Corey Taylor, to an 

unreasonable risk of harm; and 

k. The failure to use all due care under the circumstances then and there 

existing. 

44. Upon information and belief, the Municipal Defendants, by and through their 

respective employees acting within the scope of their employment, were guilty of violating the 

following statutes of the State of Tennessee, each and every such statute being in full force and 

effect at the time and place of the collision herein: 

a. Tenn. Code Ann. § 29-20-202. Removal of immunity for injury from 

negligent operation of motor vehicles - Exceptions. 
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b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

Tenn. Code Ann. § 55-8-108. Authorized emergency vehicles. 

Tenn. Code Ann. § 55-8-136. Drivers to exercise due care. 

Tenn. Code Ann. § 55-8-152. Speed limits - Penalties. 

Tenn. Code Ann. § 55-10-205. Reckless driving. 

45. Plaintiff specifically alleges that it was foreseeable to the Municipal Defendants, 

or alternatively that it should have been foreseeable to the Municipal Defendants in the exercise 

of reasonable care, that innocent third parties would be injured or killed by instituting and 

continuing such a high-speed chase as the subject pursuit given the circumstances then and there 

existing. Despite this actual or constructive knowledge, the Municipal Defendants, by and 

through their employees who were acting within the course and scope of their employment, 

negligently continued the high-speed chase of Defendant Nafarious Howard with deliberate 

indifference and with a reckless disregard for the health, safety and welfare of Corey Taylor and 

others similarly situated. 

46. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned actions and omissions 

which were committed by or are attributable to the Defendants, Mr. Taylor was wrongfully killed 

and Plaintiff Kathleen Fitzpatrick, on behalf of the decedent and his beneficiaries as well as on 

her own behalf, sustained catastrophic injuries and damages. 

COMPENSATORY DAMAGES 

47. The Plaintiff repeats the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 - 46 as though set 

forth herein verbatim. 

48. The Plaintiff, Kathleen Fitzpatrick, as a direct and proximate result of one or more 

of the above acts of negligence and violations of state statutes, suffered the following injuries and 

damages: 
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a. Funeral Expenses; 

b. Burial Expenses; and 

c. Emotional Trauma. 

49. The decedent, Corey Taylor, as a direct and proximate result of one or more of the 

above acts of negligence and violations of state statutes, suffered the following injuries and 

damages: 

a. Loss of life (pecuniary value); 

b. Loss of earning capacity; 

c. Great pain and suffering both mental and physical; 

d. Great fright and shock; and 

e. Death. 

PUNITIVE DAMAGES 
AS TO NAFARIOUS HOWARD AND NATHAN NADOL ONLY 

50. The Plaintiff repeats the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 - 49 as though set 

forth herein verbatim. 

51. The Defendants, Nafarious Howard and Nathan Nadol, behaved in an intentional, 

criminal, wanton and / or reckless manner. 

52. The Defendants' intentional, criminal, wanton and / or reckless behavior warrants 

an award of punitive damages against Nafarious Howard and Nathan Nadol. 

RELIEF SOUGHT 

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiff respectfully prays: 

1. That Plaintiff Kathleen Fitzpatrick be awarded compensatory damages as to Defendants 

Nafarious Howard and Nathan Nadol in an amount of Five Million Dollars 

($5,000,000.00); 

12 

EFILED  09/13/19 13:45:07  CASE NO. 19C2162  Richard R. Rooker, Clerk
Copy



2. That Plaintiff Kathleen Fitzpatrick be awarded punitive damages as to Defendants 

Nafarious Howard and Nathan Nadal in the amount of Five Million Dollars 

($5,000,000.00); 

3. That Plaintiff Kathleen Fitzpatrick be awarded damages as to Defendant Metropolitan 

Government of Nashville & Davidson County, Tennessee in the amount of Three Hundred 

Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00); 

4. That Plaintiff Kathleen Fitzpatrick be awarded post-judgment interest as allowed by law; 

5. That a jury of twelve (12) be empaneled to try the issues as to Defendants Nafarious 

Howard and Nathan Nadal, which are joined; 

6. That a bench trial be convened as to the actions of the Metropolitan Government of 

Nashville & Davidson County, Tennessee; and 

7. Such further relief as the Court may deem just and equitable. 

Respectfully submitted, 

901Attorneys, LLC 
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