
What Drug Dealers and Celebrities Teach Lawyers About Professional Responsibility

Timed Agenda

3 hour program


Stuart Teicher, Esq.


Program description: Believe it or not, but the legal problems faced by some of the most 
notorious drug dealers actually allow us to understand the requirement to eliminate the barriers 
to justice for all. Plus, the issue that celebrities face give us a chance to talk about conflicts, 
inclusion, and substance abuse. Join the CLE Performer, Stuart Teicher, Esq., as he examines 
the intersection of several aspects of professional responsibility — access to justice, ethics, 
substance abuse, and diversity…all in a way that will keep you engaged!


:00 - :45

PART ONE — ACCESS TO JUSTICE AND THE ETHICAL DIRECTIVE TO PUSH FOR 
LARGER SOCIAL CHANGE

1. The rules tell us to push evolution along:  Preamble [6]
2. The rules tell us to improve the quality of justiceL Preamble [1]
3. The rules tell us to follow our personal conscience: Preamble [7]
4. The rules tell us to infuse concepts of morality: Preamble [9]
5. Professionalism codes tell us to search for new ideas and push the envelope of thought: 
Various state bar’s professionalism statements and also Rule 8.4
6. The rules tell us to think outside of the box: Rule 2.1
7. The rules tell us that sometimes we should challenge authority: Preamble [5]
8. The Rules tell us to help the disadvantaged as an ideal, Rule 6.1

:45 - 1:30

PART TWO — CONFLICTS


1. Generally, Rule 1.7
2.  Questions about “the matter.” Rule 1.9
3.  Positional conflicts: Rule 1.7, Comment [6], [24], Restatement 128, Comment f
4. Access to Justice Concerns. Also, Rule 1.16. Rule 1.16
5. Other conflict concerns in Rule 1.8

1:30 - 2:15

PART THREE — SUBSTANCE ABUSE


1. Causes of Substance Abuse and the Progressive Nature 

2. Disease elements of Substance Abuse

3. How the disease affects lawyers and manifests in the practice of law

4. Treatment Alternatives and Lawyers’ Assistance Programs


2:15 - 3:00

PART FOUR — BIAS AND INCLUSION


1. Identifying hidden biases— What are the “hidden” manifestations of  bias between players in 
the legal profession? Why bias is cunning and baffling; Beware of the danger zones

2. Preventing bias in interpersonal relationships in the legal profession

3. Direction on creating personal strategies that a lawyer could employ to help increase 
diversity the practice practice of law. 



