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Winkler elected YLD VP, other races set for June
Memphis lawyer Stacie Smith Winkler will serve as president of the
Tennessee Bar Association Young Lawyers Division (YLD) in 2014-2015.
She will take office in June as vice president, and then assume the
office of president-elect in 2013 and president in 2014. Winkler, an
attorney with Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, was
deemed elected after the filing deadline passed April 2 and she was
unopposed. Winkler has served for a number of years as YLD Board
secretary. She previously was president of the Memphis Bar Association
YLD. Other officers elected without opposition were Secretary Marisa
L. Combs, an attorney with Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop in Nashville
and Treasurer Steven W. King, an attorney with Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz in Memphis.

District Representatives elected without opposition were:
District 2 Representative Katie Tolliver Jones, Legal Aid Society of
Middle Tennessee and the Cumberlands, Oak Ridge
District 4 Representative Ashley Morris Bentley, attorney at law,
Maryville
District 6 Representative Rachel M. Moses, Legal Aid Society of Middle
Tennessee and the Cumberlands, Cookeville
District 8 Representative V. Michael Kurtz, Lee & Lee Attorneys at
Law, Lebanon
District 10 Representative H. Garth Click, Click Law, Springfield
(Ashley R. Graham of Clarksville, who previously filed for the seat,
withdrew on April 27)
District 12 Representative Ellen R. Neese, Neese & Neese, Paris 
District 14 Representative Joann Coston-Holloway, Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, Memphis

Ashley H. Holliday, a lawyer with West Tennessee Legal Services Inc.
in Jackson, has been nominated to fill a vacancy in the position of
West Tennessee Governor. Her appointment will be voted on at the
division's annual meeting June 8 in Memphis. Also at that meeting,
members of the YLD will decide the outcome of two contested races:

East Tennessee Governor
1. Sunny R. Sandos, Milligan & Coleman, Greeneville
2. W. Paul Whitt, Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop, Knoxville

Middle Tennessee Governor
1. Mary Beth Haltom, Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop, Nashville
2. Lynne T. Ingram, Office of the U.S. Attorney for the Middle District
of Tennessee, Nashville

Read about the candidates on the YLD's election page

Law Day events set across the state
Legal organizations across the state are holding events over the next
week to mark Law Day 2012. In addition, the TBA will announce the
winners of its You Tube contest and art and essay contests this week
in conjunction with the celebration. TBA President Danny Van Horn is
encouraging lawyers to get involved in events and activities that
celebrate the rule of law and foster greater understanding of the
American judicial system saying, "Law Day provides an important
opportunity for all Americans to reflect on the unique elements of our
legal and judicial systems." View a calendar of events
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YLD bylaws amendment adopted, implemented
At a specially called membership meeting March 17, members of the
Young Lawyers Division unanimously approved an amendment to the
division bylaws changing the designation of specialty bar
representatives from non-voting board members to invited guests. The
amendment vests authority for identifying the groups to be invited
with the YLD Diversity Committee. Several weeks later, the
amendment was approved by the TBA Board of Governors at its spring
meeting, and is now in force. Learn more about the amendment and
the background on this issue. For questions contact Long Range
Planning Committee Chair David McDowell at (423) 756-5171 or
dmcdowell@gearhiserpeters.com. Over the next several months, the
YLD Diversity Committee will be reaching out to specialty and minority
bars across the state to identify interested representatives to
participate in YLD Board meetings. 

Project Salute planned for Nashville
The American Bar Association YLD is holding its spring meeting in
Nashville May 3-5 and will be hosting a Project Salute Clinic on Friday,
May 4, from 2 to 4:30 p.m. The program, which is the group's primary
public service initiative for the year, educates American veterans on
the benefits available to them and helps them obtain those benefits.
The program is being led this year by Tennessee's own Matt Potempa.
To participate in the clinic, volunteer lawyers must be VA-accredited
and complete a three-hour training session. Learn more about the
program and the accreditation process on the ABA YLD website. To
volunteer for the Nashville clinic, contact Knoxville lawyer Troy
Weston at tweston@ebtlaw.com or (865) 544-2010. Download a flyer
about the clinic.

Upcoming Wills for Heroes clinics
The following Wills for Heroes events have been scheduled across the
state. Please contact the event organizer for more details or to
volunteer. To get involved in the Wills for Heroes Committee or to
request a clinic in your area, please contact committee chair Bradley
Carter at bcarter@runyonandrunyon.com. Learn more about the Wills
for Heroes program at www.willsforheroes.org.

Johnson City, May 5, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Washington County/Johnson City EMS Center, 296 Wesley St.
Contact: Rachel E. Ralston, rralston@hsdlaw.com, (423) 943-3101 or
Erin Mc Ardle, edmcardle@tndagc.org, (423) 753-5020 ext. 17

Chattanooga, May 19, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Hamilton County Sheriff's Annex, 6233 Dayton Blvd.
Contact: Jason Demastus, demastuslaw@aol.com, (423) 227-5888

Lebanon, Sept. 22
Location: Tressler & Associates, 212 North Castle Heights Ave.
Contact: Todd Tressler, todd@tresslerassociates.com, (615) 444-2345

Computer Donations & Troubleshooting
The Wills for Heroes program is in need of donated laptops (either
new or used). It also is in need of technical assistance to fix two
laptops that currently are not operational. If your firm is interested in
contributing computers or donating the services of an IT professional,
please contact Wills for Heroes Committee Chair Brad Carter at
bcarter@runyonandrunyon.com. 

Register now for 2012 convention
Registration is now open for the TBA's 131st Annual Convention,
scheduled for June 6-9 at the Peabody Hotel in Memphis. Along with
being the largest annual gathering of the Tennessee legal community,
this year's event is packed with interesting programming and fun
activities. Highlights include a visit to the famed Stax Records Museum
of American Soul Music, a Bench/Bar luncheon featuring Bill Courtney,
the dynamic coach at the center of the Academy Award winning
documentary "Undefeated," and high-quality CLE programming on the
new Code of Judicial Conduct, tips for growing your practice and
more. The TBA YLD will hold its annual membership meeting and
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elections on Friday, June 8 at 4 p.m. at the hotel. All members are
invited! Learn more and register online

News from local bar affiliates 
American Bar Association YLD -- The ABA YLD comes to Tennessee
May 3-5 for its spring meeting in Nashville. Get more information
online. For general information about the ABA YLD contact Matt
Potempa at matt@potempafirm.com or (615) 255-5007.

Blount County Bar Association YLD -- For more information about the
Blount County YLD contact president George Maifair at
george@grmbankruptcy.com or (865) 323-6719.

Chattanooga Bar Association YLD -- The CBA YLD will join with the
larger bar association on May 10 for the annual Law Day celebration.
The event will feature remarks from William T. "Bill" Robinson III,
president of the American Bar Association; presentation of the 2012
Liberty Bell Award; announcement of the Law Day High School Essay
Scholarship recipient; announcement of the 2012 class of Chattanooga
Bar Foundation Fellows; and presentation of the Judge W. Neil Thomas
III Paralegal Utilization Award. For more information about the
Chattanooga YLD contact President Eric Burnette at
eburnette@bdplawfirm.com or (423) 266-2121.

Jackson Madison County Bar Association YLD -- The Jackson &
Madison County Bar Association held its annual Law Day Luncheon last
Friday. The event featured a keynote address by Edward L. Stanton III,
U.S. Attorney for the Western District of Tennessee. On May 24, the
group will host "Pour Your Heart Out for CASA" -- a wine tasting
benefiting Madison County CASA. The fundraiser will take place at
Charlie Bulldog's in downtown Jackson, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Tickets
are $20 in advance or $25 at the door. Contact YLD President Terica
Smith at (731) 426-1337 or terica@wtls.org for more information or to
buy tickets.

Knoxville Bar Association Barristers -- The Barristers will join the KBA
for its annual Law Day Lunch this Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
at the Knoxville Hilton. It will hold its next members meeting May 9 at
5 p.m. at the Bistro. The group also reports that volunteers are
needed to serve on its Access to Justice Committee and Hunger &
Poverty Relief Committee. For more information about ways to get
involved contact Troy Weston at (865) 544-2010 or
tweston@ebtlaw.com about access to justice efforts and Scott
Griswold at (865) 525-0880 or jsg@painetar.com about hunger and
poverty issues. Finally, volunteers are needed to serve breakfast at
the Volunteer Ministry Center on May 24. Contact Sheila Needles at
(865) 292-0000 or sheila.needles@gmail.com, or Will Kittrell at (865)
546-0500 or wkittrell@emadlaw.com to get involved. For general
information about the Barristers contact President Josh Bond at
jbond@hdclaw.com or (865) 546-9611.

Maury County YLD -- The group is making plans for a spring
"Luncheon on the Courthouse Lawn," which will treat courthouse
clerks, judges' staff and other legal support staff to a thank-you lunch
for their hard work. It also announced that its newest member, Sam
Wantland, has passed the bar and joined First Farmers and Merchants
Bank. Last week, the YLD participated in the Maury County Law Day
Celebration, which featured a keynote address by Tennessee Supreme
Court Justice Gary R. Wade and recognition of the local mock trial
competition winners. For more information about the group contact
Chaz Molder at (931) 388-4022 or cmolder@hardinandparkes.com.

Memphis Bar Association YLD -- The MBA YLD will host its annual golf
tournament Sept. 28 at Glen Eagle Golf Course in Millington. A
shotgun start will kick off the tournament at 1 p.m. Last week,
members of the YLD participated in the bar association's Law Week
Launch Party, which kicked off a week of events and programs. For
more information about the MBA YLD contact President Abby Webb at
awebb@shuttleworthwilliams.com or (901) 328-8223.

Nashville Bar Association YLD -- Members of the YLD are joining with
the larger bar association Monday at the annual Law Day Luncheon.
The event will feature a keynote speech by U.S. Sen. Lamar
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Alexander, the presentation of awards and the announcement of local
art and essay contest winners. For more information about the
Nashville YLD, contact President Sara Reynolds at
sreynolds@andersonreynolds.com or (615) 942-1700.

Northeast Tennessee Young Lawyers Association -- For more
information about NTYLA contact President Robert Black at (423) 230-
0006 or rblack@rossassociateslaw.com.

Upper Cumberland Young Lawyers Association -- The UCYLA is
sponsoring a local swearing-in ceremony for new bar admittees on May
8 at 5 p.m. at the Putnam County Justice Center. It is holding its next
meeting May 15 at 6 p.m. at John's Place. Tennessee Tech History
Professor Dr. Michael Birdwell will be on hand to give a presentation
on the legal history of the Upper Cumberland. Dinner is $15. RSVP for
both events to Rachel Moses at rmoses@las.org or (931) 528-7436. For
more information the group, contact President Phil Hatch at
pahatch@tndagc.org or (931) 528-5015.
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