
Personal Information 
Name: Erica Gaines 
Firm: Javitch Block, LLC 
Address: 4719 Compassion Lane, 37128 
County: Rutherford 
Email: egaines007@gmail.com 
Phone: 6154239003 
BPR: 36013 
Year Admitted to Practice: 2017 
Are You Currently Licensed to Practice Law: Yes 
Gender: Female 
Ethnicity: African American 
 

Your Political Profile 
Party Affiliation: Democrat 
 
What Type(s) of Office Are You Interested in? 
 
City Council: X  
County Commission:   
Governor:   
County Mayor/Executive:   
School Board:  
State House:  
State Senate:  
U.S. House of Representatives:  
U.S. Senate:  
Other:   
Unsure:  
 
Have you ever been a candidate for office before? 
No 
If so, please describe: 
 
Have you ever served as campaign staff before? 
No 
If so, please describe: 
Although I have not served yet, I do plan on serving with the Phil Bredesen campaign. 
 
Why do you want to run for office? 
I want to run for office to ensure that millennials with an African diaspora have a voice in the 
decision process. As American citizens become more and more polarized in their beliefs, many 
minorities from my generation decide to turn from politics as a whole. I believe that instead of 



adding fire to the fuel, I can serve as a mediator and negotiator to divergent political ideologies. 
Once common grounds are established, my generation and community may accept a more 
palatable message. By gaining this acceptance, the legislative branch can find concrete 
solutions for issues for my minorities of my generation. Without some solution, our country s 
political legacy will fade into a dismal reflection of its past and an inaccurate portrayal of its 
potential. I believe that it is my duty to my generation and community to accept the charge to 
represent us.   
 
What makes you an ideal leader for your community? 
I believe I am an ideal leader for my community because although I have a Tennessee 
traditional mindset, my exposure to other viewpoints will enrich my community. As someone 
who was born and raised in Middle Tennessee, I understand the importance of heritage, 
traditional values, and emphasis on community. With that being said, my values were expanded 
while I temporarily resided in south Florida for law school. This exposure enriched my 
appreciation for diverse communities. Also, I learned how America serves as an international 
hub for ideals, conflicts, and growth. I believe that if granted the chance to lead my community, 
I can integrate both viewpoints of community to ensure that my community is leading in ideals, 
business, and morality.  
 
Aside from my understanding of the community, I have leadership experience throughout my 
life. From high school to law school, I have always served in some leadership capacity for 
organizations with my schools. These experiences provided me the opportunity to learn by trial 
and error how to properly serve the needs of the people that chose me to serve as a leader. 
Over this time, I learned that my ideal leadership model is a servant leader. This leadership 
model has allowed me to find, resolve, and propose ideas to mitigate potential needs of my 
constituents. As I immerse myself into the real world, I have realized my community needs the 
same attention to its concerns. I would be honored to take my almost ten years of experience 
to give back to my community. 
 


