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Producer:  Rachel Moses 
Legal Aid Society 
 
Rachel Moses is a 1999 graduate of Centre College and a 2002 graduate of the University of 
Tennessee College of Law. In law school she was the founder and coordinator of the Family 
Justice Project and the Pet Project (which assisted victims of domestic violence by establishing a 
network of veterinarians and others who could keep pets) and was coordinator of the VITA 
taxpayer assistance program. She was a student attorney at the UT Legal Clinic and clerked for 
two summers and one semester with the Legal Aid Society’s Oak Ridge office. She is Past 
President of the Putnam County Bar Association. She is President of the Upper Cumberland Trial 
Lawyers Association. She served as a District Representative for the Tennessee Bar Association’s 
Young Lawyers Division from 2004-2012, and coordinated the YLD’s local high school mock trial 
competition and the local Wills for Heroes pro bono project, which provides free wills to 
emergency first responders. In 2012, she was elected as Vice President of the TBA YLD and served 
as President in 2014-2016. She is a 2010 graduate of the Tennessee Bar Association’s Leadership 
Law Program for outstanding young lawyers. She founded the Upper Cumberland Young Lawyers 
Association, which became an affiliate of the TBA’s YLD in 2010. She received the YLD’s Public 
Service Day Project of the Year Award in 2011 and 2012. In 2012 she received the State YLD 
President’s Award for “tireless dedication to the improvement of the legal profession and the 
TBA YLD.” She serves on the Pro Bono Advisory Committee of the Tennessee Supreme Court’s 
Access to Justice Commission. She is a member of the Tennessee Bar Association's Public Service 
Committee and is Chairperson of the YouTube Video Contest Subcommittee, which operates a 
civics-themed video contest for middle and high school students each year. She is a board 
member for the Upper Cumberland Family Justice Center. She is past President of the Cookeville 
Breakfast Rotary Club and served as an Assistant Governor for Rotary International District 6780. 
She is the Chairperson for Inbound Rotary Youth Exchange Program for international students 
who study in Tennessee High Schools across East and Middle Tennessee. She is also the past 
President of the Cookeville Evening Lions Club and is the lead screener for the KidSight Program 
in collaboration with the Vanderbilt Children's Eye Clinic, in which she screens the eyes for 
children between the ages of 1-6 years old in Putnam County schools and daycares. She coaches 
youth basketball and has served on the Board of Directors for Girls Incorporated of Oak Ridge 
and the Putnam County Youth Basketball League. She is a 2011 graduate of the Leadership 
Putnam Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Speakers 
 
Kevin Christopher 
Rockridge Venture Law 
 
Kevin Christopher is the principal of Rockridge Venture Law®, Tennessee’s first Certified B Corp 
law group and a 2018 Best for the World Honoree for community impact. Kevin is a registered 
patent attorney, active entrepreneur, and National Science Foundation (NSF) advisor for the 
research hub Center for Green Solid-State Electric Power Generation and Storage (CEPS). His 
practice areas include: patent and trademark prosecution, licensing and litigation; corporate law, 
with an emphasis on benefit corporations, socially responsible businesses and high-growth 
emergent companies; government contracts, with an emphasis on innovation funding; corporate 
and investor financing; and, technology commercialization. Kevin is a Tennessee Bar Association 
Leadership Lawyer, and board member to several environmental and social impact nonprofits. In 
2019, Kevin was selected a Top 22 National Business Leader by Conscious Company Magazine. 
Prior to founding RVL®, Kevin led bioscience and biotech development activities with top secret 
security clearance at Lawrence Livermore National Lab. His licensing portfolio included anti-
infectives, drug delivery systems, neural interface devices, sequencing software, and other state 
of the art technologies. Kevin’s commercialization of a microbiome analysis chip resulted in a 
Federal Licensing Consortium deal of the year award. Early in his career, Kevin commercialized 
innovations of several Nobel awardees in the technology transfer office of UC Berkeley. In 
addition to his corporate R&D portfolio of technologies ranging from metal organic frameworks 
to robotic surgery systems, Kevin led partnerships at NSF research centers Berkeley Sensor 
Actuator Center (BSAC), Synthetic Biology Engineering Research Center (Synberc), and 
Reinventing the Nation’s Urban Water Infrastructure (ReNUWIt). As an entrepreneur, Kevin has 
co-founded or acted as key advisor for a broad range of startups, including those with algal 
protein production, biomass energy conversion, men’s toiletries, microbiome editing skincare, 
and hepatocellular carcinoma diagnostic technologies. Kevin has served as consultant to NIH and 
NSF Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) programs, and was part of the inaugural SBA 
innovation corps. As a student, Kevin was a teaching assistant to former State of Michigan 
Governor Jennifer Granholm at Berkeley Law, outstanding scholar in the UC Hastings Law and 
Bioscience program, judicial extern for U.S. District Court Judge Charles R. Breyer, law clerk for 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office, and regularly featured poet in To An Unknown God – A Journal of 
Christian Thought at Berkeley. 
 
 
Berkley Schwarz 
Tennessee Bar Association 
 
Berkley Schwarz comes to the TBA from the Tennessee Secretary of State's Division of Business 
Services where she was the attorney for the division and Athlete Agent Registrar. 
 
A graduate of Mississippi State University and then the University of Mississippi School of Law, 
Berkley has a variety of skills based on her diverse experience and background. She began her 



career in private practice as a litigator in Jackson, Mississippi, then made her way to Washington, 
D.C., where she worked as a legislative assistant and later at the U.S. Department of Justice as 
attorney advisor in the Office of Legislative Affairs. 
 
While still in D.C., Berkley helped launch the D.C. Office of the National Music Publishers' 
Association (NMPA), the trade association representing American music publishers and their 
songwriting partners. Berkley worked at NMPA for five and a half years as senior vice president 
and counsel. Upon leaving NMPA, Berkley served as a principal at Pier Strategies, a specialized 
government relations, business development, and consulting firm. She then worked as a legal 
recruiter for the legal recruiting firm, Young Mayden. 
 
Berkley and her family live in Nashville, where she is active in community organizations, including 
the Junior League of Nashville and the Oak Hill School Parents Association. She is licensed to 
practice law in Tennessee, Mississippi and Georgia. 
 
 
Laura Chastain 
Board of Professional Responsibility of the Tennessee Supreme Court 
 
Laura Chastain is Ethics Counsel for the Board of Professional Responsibility of the Supreme Court 
of Tennessee.  She is licensed in Tennessee, Texas and Kentucky and has been in private practice 
as in-house counsel for a Tennessee corporation.  She has previously served as a hearing 
committee member for the Board of Professional Responsibility and was Deputy Chief 
Disciplinary Counsel for 17 years.  Laura has been a speaker at Continuing Legal Education 
Seminars and has been teaching Ethics and Professionalism classes at the Nashville School of Law 
since 2003. 


