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Producer  
 
Joel Giddens Joel W. Giddens is a Partner in the firm of Wilson & Associates, PLLC, which provides creditor's 
rights representation in federal and state courts and has offices in Arkansas, Tennessee and Mississippi. He is a 
native of Shreveport, Louisiana and was admitted to practice in Tennessee in 1994 and in Mississippi in 2017. 
He received his education from Rhodes College (B.A., 1986) and the University of Memphis (M.A., 1991; J.D., 
1994). He is a member of the Tennessee Bar Association and the Memphis Bar Association. He is the past chair 
of the Bankruptcy Section of the Memphis Bar Association and current chair of the Bankruptcy Council of the 
Tennessee Bar Association. He is a Supervising Bankruptcy Attorney for the Firm's Tennessee bankruptcy 
department. 
 
Speakers  
 
 
Lawrence Ahern III Lawrence R. (Larry) Ahern practiced bankruptcy and commercial law after his 1972 
graduation from Vanderbilt and admission to the Tennessee bar, until 2013, when he limited his practice to 
consulting engagements by legal and financial professionals on legal issues involving bankruptcy, commercial 
and real estate law, expert testimony, mediation and other ADR, teaching and speaking. He was trained and 
certified (2012-16) as a Rule 31 Mediator in Tennessee and has trained mediators for both the TBA and the 
American Bankruptcy Institute. He is certified as a Business Bankruptcy Specialist by the American Board of 
Certification (ABC). Mr. Ahern has served as an Adjunct Professor of Law at Vanderbilt since 1998, teaching 
Secured Transactions and at St. John's since 2014 and was Visiting Professor at Cumberland School of Law in 
2002, teaching Secured Transactions and Banking. He is a Fellow of both the American College of Bankruptcy 
and the American College of Mortgage Attorneys. He chaired both the ABC and the Tennessee Commission on 
CLE & Specialization and continues to serve the ABC as Director Emeritus. He also serves on the Advisory Board 
of the St. John's Bankruptcy LL.M. program. He has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America since 1989, in 
the categories of business reorganization, creditors' rights and bankruptcy litigation, and has been honored by 
various publications based on peer ratings as "best of the bar," and similar honors. Brown & Ahern was 
designated a "Tier 1 Lawfirm" by U.S. News in 2016. Mr. Ahern is currently a Director of the Association of 
Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors and his other professional affiliations include the American Bankruptcy 
Institute (former Director) and the Mid-South Commercial Law Institute (former Director and President). He is 
author or co-author of numerous books and articles on bankruptcy and commercial law and related fields and is 
a frequent speaker. 
 
 
 
 



Honorable Paul W. Bonapfel has been a United States Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia 
since 2002. Prior to his appointment, he practiced law in Atlanta, Georgia, with the law firm of Lamberth, 
Bonapfel, Cifelli & Stokes, P.A., now known as Lamberth, Cifelli, Stokes, Ellis & Nason, P.A. As an attorney, Judge 
Bonapfel represented all types of parties in both business and consumer bankruptcy cases, including consumer 
and business debtors in liquidation cases, business debtors in reorganization cases, chapter 7 and 11 
bankruptcy trustees, creditors’ committees, and creditors in both consumer and business cases. 
 
Judge Bonapfel received his B.A. cum laude in government from Florida State University in 1972 and his J.D. 
magna cum laude from the University of Georgia School of Law in 1975, where he was Notes Editor of the 
Georgia Law Review. He was a judicial law clerk for United States District Judge Wilbur D. Owens, Jr., in Macon, 
Georgia. A fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, Judge Bonapfel has served as chairperson of the 
Bankruptcy Sections of the State Bar of Georgia and the Atlanta Bar Association. He was also a director, and is a 
former president, of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute, a non-profit organization, which presents an 
annual seminar on bankruptcy law and procedure. Judge Bonapfel has lectured at numerous continuing legal 
education seminars. He is a co- author, with Judge W. Homer Drake, Jr., and Adam Goodman, of Chapter 13 
Practice and Procedure (Thomson/West). 
 
Honorable James L. Croom	was appointed to the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of 
Tennessee on March 20, 2013. Prior to his appointment, Judge Croom served as the Assistant United States 
Attorney for the Western District of Tennessee. Judge Croom's chambers and courtroom are located in the 
Districts Eastern Division at Jackson, Tennessee. Judge Croom received his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Administration with a major in Accounting from the University of Tennessee (Martin) with high honors 
in 1983. He received his J.D. law degree from the Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law at Memphis State 
University in 1986. Judge Croom served as an Estate Administrator for the United States Bankruptcy Court for 
the Western District of Tennessee in 1987 until his appointment as an Attorney/Advisor in the Office of the 
United States Trustee for Region Eight in 1988. After serving in this capacity for seven years, Judge Croom was 
appointed Assistant United States Attorney for the Western District of Tennessee in 1995 where he served until 
his Judicial appointment. Judge Croom represented various federal agencies in civil matters before the United 
States Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of Tennessee, United States District Court for the Western 
District of Tennessee, and the Second, Fifth & Sixth Circuit United States Courts of Appeal. He also prosecuted 
criminal cases before the United States District Court for the Western District of Tennessee and the United States 
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
 
Laura Ketcham is a member of Miller & Martin PLLC’s Commercial Department, focusing her practice in the 
areas of bankruptcy and creditors' rights, commercial finance and providing general business counsel. She has 
represented various stakeholders in commercial bankruptcy cases across the country. She has also represented 
parties in a variety of finance transactions, loan workouts, foreclosures, receiverships, lien priority disputes, 
judgement enforcement actions, actions asserting the breach of loan documents, distressed asset sales and 
preferential transfer cases. 



  
Laura received her B.A. in Political Science and Economics and her J.D. from Vanderbilt University.  Super 
Lawyers named her a 2014 and 2015 Mid-South Rising Star in the area of Creditor Rights.  Laura is a member of 
the American Bankruptcy Institute and serves on the Bankruptcy Law Section Executive Council of the Tennessee 
Bar Association.  
 
Honorable Randal Mashburn has been a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Tennessee since 
2012 following a lengthy career in private practice. Before going on the bench, Judge Mashburn’s practice 
focused heavily on business disputes, bankruptcy, debtor-creditor issues, workouts, and insolvency law. He 
spent nearly three decades representing a wide range of parties in bankruptcy and commercial litigation, as 
well as serving as a court-appointed bankruptcy examiner and Chapter 11 trustee. In addition to extensive 
experience as a litigator and bankruptcy advisor, a significant portion of his practice was devoted to serving as 
mediator, particularly in disputes involving complex business and financial matters. Most of his legal career was 
spent at Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, where he served stints as practice group chair, board 
member and in a variety of other management and leadership roles. Judge Mashburn has served on the Board 
of Directors of the Nashville Bar Association and is a Fellow of the Nashville Bar Foundation. He was a founding 
member and past President of the Tennessee Association of Professional Mediators, is a past president of the 
Mid-South Commercial Law Institute and served for a number of years as a board member of the Nashville 
Conflict Resolution Center. Before beginning his legal practice, he served as a judicial law clerk for judges on 
the United States District Court and the Tennessee Court of Appeals. He has contributed to dozens of 
publications and has spoken frequently on alternative dispute resolution, bankruptcy, and debtor-creditor 
issues for bar associations, industry groups and continuing legal education programs. 
 
Michael McCormick Michael is a senior partner in the bankruptcy department at McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLC in Atlanta, Georgia, where he assists in the bankruptcy representation for dozens of mortgage 
lenders and servicers nationwide. He has been with the firm since 2004. Michael is a native of Toronto, Canada 
and received his undergraduate degree from the University of Western Ontario. He graduated from Wake Forest 
University School of Law in 1994 and is admitted to practice in Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Kansas, Mississippi, 
Missouri, and Tennessee. Michael is a frequent speaker and author on various topics related to bankruptcy, 
including the handling of escrow accounts during a bankruptcy proceeding, and the recent bankruptcy form 
changes. He is also a member of numerous local and national bankruptcy organizations, including the 
American Bankruptcy Institute, and the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees (associate member). 
Michael is chair of the Loan Modification Subcommittee of the NACTT Mortgage Committee and was recently 
appointed to the ABI Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy Law. He is also recognized by the American Board of 
Certification as a Consumer Bankruptcy Specialist. 
 
 
 
 



Honorable Shelley Rucker Shelley D. Rucker has served as a United States Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern 
District of Tennessee since 2010. Judge Rucker practiced bankruptcy law with the firm of Miller & Martin PLLC 
for twenty- seven years prior to taking the bench.  She previously served as chairperson of the firm’s Commercial 
Department and practice group leader of the Bankruptcy Creditor Rights Group.  She was a board member and 
President of the Mid-South Commercial Law Institute.  In 2000, she served on the Joint Committee of the 
Tennessee Bar Association and the Tennessee Bankers Association which worked on the enactment of Revised 
Article 9 in Tennessee.  She has been a member of both the Tennessee and Georgia Bars since 1982.  She is a 
frequent lecturer on the subject of bankruptcy. She is a fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. She 
currently serves as the editor-in-chief of the Conference News, the newsletter for the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges. 
 
She received her undergraduate degree in English and Economics from Texas Christian University in Fort Worth, 
Texas, where she graduated Phi Beta Kappa. She earned her law degree from the University of Georgia, where 
she was a member of the National Moot Court Team. 
 
Kara L. West, Trustee serves as the Standing Chapter 13 Trustee for the Southern Division of the Eastern 
District of Tennessee and the Standing Chapter 12 Trustee for the entire Eastern District of Tennessee.  Prior to 
her appointment, she practiced both corporate and commercial law at Husch Blackwell LLP.  She is also an 
actively licensed certified public accountant. She worked as a senior financial auditor with Arthur Andersen, LLP 
and later went on to work as an internal auditor and manager of financial receipts for large insurance 
companies. Ms. West is a member of the Tennessee Bar, Chattanooga Bar, Tennessee Society of CPAs, Treasurer 
of The Justices Brock-Cooper American Inns of Court and Board Member of the Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Greater Chattanooga, Inc. 
 
 
 
	


