
Faculty Biographies 
 
Producer  
 
Molly Shehan 
Molly concentrates her practice in the areas of entertainment and intellectual property law. 
 
Molly is a recent graduate of Belmont College of Law and received her BBA in Music Business from Belmont 
University. Her experience includes interning for the Nashville Music Council for two years, interning for 
Congressman Jim Cooper in Washington D.C., interning at Loeb & Loeb, LLP, and working as a research 
assistant for Dr. Don Cusic at Belmont University. 
 
Molly was the 2009 Copyright Society of the South scholarship recipient and received the John Williams Heart 
of Belmont Award for her community involvement while at Belmont. 
 
Speakers 
 
Jeffrey Allen 
Jeff Allen joined Bradley in 2008 and practices in the firm's Media and Entertainment, as well as the Intellectual 
Property practice groups. Jeff has handled a number of cases involving contract and complex royalty disputes in 
the entertainment industry. He has also handled litigation involving copyright termination, copyright 
infringement, trademark infringement, right of publicity, and false advertising claims. Additionally, Jeff has 
negotiated and drafted copyright transfer and assignment agreements, personal management agreements, 
exclusive licensing agreements (both domestic and foreign), master recording agreements, production 
agreements, publishing agreements, distribution agreements, and joint venture record label and publishing 
company agreements for entertainment industry clients. He has worked on all legal facets of an independent 
film production, including negotiating talent agreements and releases, and has negotiated television 
production contracts, with an emphasis on reality television deals. Jeff has also represented major broadcast 
networks, sports leagues, and record labels. Further, Jeff regularly prepares and completes copyright 
registration applications for music and entertainment clients, counsels artists and songwriters at all stages of 
their professional careers, and frequently speaks on timely music and entertainment industry topics for the 
Tennessee Bar Association, Nashville Bar Association, and other industry groups. Jeff earned his law degree, 
cum laude, from the University of Florida Levin College of Law in December 2007. He received his 
undergraduate degree, summa cum laude, in Anthropology from Vanderbilt University in 2002. Prior to law 
school, Jeff worked as an Honors Paralegal Specialist at the Federal Trade Commission’s Bureau of Consumer 
Protection in Washington, D.C. Jeff is the Immediate Past Chair of the Tennessee Bar Association's 
Entertainment and Sports Law Section and the 2018 Co-Chair of the Nashville Bar Association's Entertainment, 
Sports & Media Law Committee. 
 
 
 



Christian Barker 
A future-oriented music industry professional possessing a comprehensive business and legal acumen, 
Christian is a practicing attorney with Barker Nashville PLLC, the Nashville-based entertainment, copyright and 
trademark law firm he founded in 2012. In addition to his firm, Christian Barker is co-founder and current co-
owner of three music industry start-ups: Capri Nashville, an artist management firm currently representing 
American Idol’s Matt Giraud; Tour Solutions & Agency, a national talent agency for touring musicians; and DiMe 
Collective, a digital media production company specializing in podcasts, live streaming video, and interactive 
web platforms, including the pilot Surviving the Music Industry Podcast project, of which he is the Executive 
Producer. Outside of Nashville, Christian regularly provides court-appointed guardian ad litem and criminal 
defense representation to clients in rural Marshall County, Tennessee and serves as adjunct professor of 
Business Administration and Music Business at Hiwassee College in Madisonville, Tennessee. 
 
Alandis Brassel Sr. 
Alandis Brassel loves helping artists turn creative ideas into viable businesses. He comes to the Arts & Business 
Council from the Office of Congressman Jim Cooper, where he served as counsel and advised on intellectual 
property and music industry policy. Alandis received his J.D. from Vanderbilt University Law School. He 
graduated magna cum laude from Hampton University with a B.S. in Music Engineering Technology and from 
New York University with an M.A. in Music Business. He is admitted to the bar of Tennessee. Prior to law school, 
Alandis owned and operated Go Forth Music, where he managed projects for artists and provided audio 
engineering services for clients including Bloomberg Television, the Charlie Rose show, Island Def Jam, and 
Timbaland. Alandis is a Board Member of the Northwest Family YMCA, Membership Chair and Member of the 
Boy Scouts of America Nashboro District Committee, and Board Member of the Tennessee Youth Courts. He is 
an alumni of the Nashville Emerging Leaders class of 2016. 
 
Kelly Donley Desseyn 
Kelly Donley Desseyn is Commercial Counsel with Eventbrite, the world's largest event technology platform. 
Kelly advises the sales teams and other teams on a variety of transactional matters. Kelly structures, negotiates 
and drafts commercial agreements on the sell side and buy side.  
 
Kelly was previously an attorney with boutique entertainment law firm Safford Motley. There, Kelly’s practice 
focused on transactional work for entertainment industry clients and for enterprises in a variety of industries, 
with a focus on intellectual property and general commercial matters. 
 
Kelly received her J.D. from Vanderbilt University Law School. There, she served as a Senior Development Editor 
for the Vanderbilt Journal of Entertainment & Technology Law and Vice President of the Vanderbilt 
Entertainment & Sports Law Society.  
 
After chairing the committee for Arts Immersion for several years, Kelly is currently a committee member for this 
annual charity event presented by the Young Lawyers Division of the Nashville Bar Association and the Arts & 
Business Council for Greater Nashville. Kelly previously served as SOLID’s co-chair of the Education Committee 
and remains involved with the organization as an alumna. 



 
Steven Gaches 
Steve Gaches works in WME's Music Business Affairs group and is based in the company’s Nashville office. 
While he is predominantly responsible for the Nashville office roster, his work is across genres and goes beyond 
music. In this capacity, Gaches provides business and legal advice on artist touring agreements (e.g., “one-offs”, 
national and international tours, festivals), artist and festival sponsorship agreements, corporate compliance, 
intellectual property protection and enforcement, and just about everything else. 
  
Prior to joining WME, Gaches worked at King and Ballow as an Associate in their Entertainment Litigation group. 
He also spent time at the Federal Communications Commission, United States Copyright Office, and BET 
Networks. 
  
In addition to his work at WME, Gaches is also very involved in the community. He is active in the WME | IMG 
Foundation, regularly volunteering his time and resources to various local charitable organizations and the 
global humanitarian organization, UNICEF. He serves on the IEBA Young Professionals Steering Committee, The 
Arc of Davidson County, Greater Nashville Junior Advisory Board (JAB), and TJ Martell Young Professionals. He 
is an alumnus of the University of Maryland and received his JD at the University of Baltimore. A native of 
Annapolis, Maryland, Gaches currently resides in Nashville with his wife and daughter. 
 
Bart Herbison 
NSAI is the world's largest not-for-profit songwriters trade organization dedicated to the songwriting profession. 
Established in 1967, the organization’s membership of nearly 5,000 spans the United States and may other 
countries. With 140 chapters, NSA is dedicated to protecting songwriter’s rights and serves aspiring and 
professional songwriters in all genres of music. 
 
Under Herbison’s leadership NSAI gained prominence in the national legislative arena. 
 
Accomplishments include: 
 
• Passage of the landmark “Songwriters Capital Gains Tax Equity Act” in 2006 
• Prevailing in the Copyright Royalty Board trial in 2008-09 that saw songwriters for the first time be paid a 
percentage rate for subscription music services and set other mechanical royalty rates. 
• Participation in the U.S. Supreme Court cases including Eldred vs. Ashcroft upholding Congress’s authority to 
grant an additional twenty years on the length of American copyrights and the landmark “Grokster” case which 
determined whether peer-to-peer have liability in distributing copyrighted material. 
• Created the first-ever Group Copyright Infringement Insurance for songwriters and music publishers. 
• Purchase of the “Music Mill” studios as NSAI headquarters in 2005 
• Acquisition of the world-famous “Bluebird Café” in 2008. 
• Creation of the first-ever Copyright Infringement Group Insurance Plan for songwriters and music publishers 
in 2009. 
 



A Paris, Tenn., native, Herbison worked as a reporter and spent 14 years in radio before joining the staff of 
former Tennessee Governor Ned McWherter in 1987.  Herbison joined the staff of U.S. Rep. Bob Clement (D-
Nashville) in 1988.  During the next 10 years, Herbison served as the Tennessee Congressman’s Press Secretary, 
Campaign Manager and Chief Administrative Officer before leaving Capitol Hill for Music Row in 1997. 
 
Herbison is a 1996 graduate of Leadership Music and served on the Leadership Music Board of Directors. He 
serves on the board of the national musicunited.net campaign, the Nashville Mayor’s Music Council, the 
Tennessee Governor’s Board for Economic Growth and Development the Nashville Chamber of Commerce 
Government Relations Advisory Board and the Nashville State Community College Foundation Board of 
Directors. 
 
Christian Horsnell 
Christian A. Horsnell is a founding member of Milom Horsnell Crow Kelley PLC and its predecessor firm and has 
been providing services to the entertainment and intellectual property industries for thirty-five years. Chris 
began his nascent legal career when he was hired by Mike Milom as a summer associate and law clerk with the 
Nashville firm of Barksdale, Whalley, Gilbert and Frank in 1977 and has proudly practiced with Mike, the senior 
partner and founder of Milom Horsnell Crow Rose Kelley PLC, continuously since his graduation in 1979. Chris 
concentrates his practice in the areas of corporate, business, entertainment, copyright and intellectual property. 
In addition to issues presented daily by a general practice in the entertainment industry, his practice has 
provided him with extensive experience in the selection, formation, organization and governance of business 
and non-profit entities; the purchase and sale of intellectual property assets; the analysis and management of 
complex copyright issues; brand protection and management; and the termination of transfers of copyright. 
Chris is the author of “Works for Hire in Sound Recordings Under the Copyright Act of 1976,” 2 Journal of 
Copyright, Entertainment and Sports Law, 61 (1983), which won first prize in ASCAP’s Nathan Burkan Memorial 
Competition at Vanderbilt University Law School. He has authored or co-authored a number of featured articles 
on copyright and the music business in the Nashville Bar Journal and Music Row Magazine. Chris has taught 
Copyright Law and Intellectual Property Law in the Mike Curb School of Entertainment and Music Business of 
Belmont University and the Law of the Entertainment Industries at Vanderbilt Law School. He was a co-creator 
and organizer of the Mastercard® Priceless Edge music business program in 2002 and also served as a lecturer 
in and dean of the program in 2002 and 2003. He is a graduate of Leadership Music and past president of the 
W. O. Smith Nashville Community Music School and The Rochelle Center. Chris received his B.S. degree in 1971 
from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, his M.Ed. degree in 1975 from Memphis State University 
(now the University of Memphis) and his J.D. degree in 1979 from Vanderbilt University, where he was a 
member of the Order of the Coif and an Associate Justice of the Moot Court Board. Chris was selected by his 
peers for inclusion in 2017 Best Lawyers in America® as “Lawyer of the Year” in the practice area of 
Entertainment Law – Motion Pictures and Television. Again in 2018, Chris is among the Top Listed in Copyright 
Law, Entertainment Law-Motion Pictures & Television, Entertainment Law-Music, Litigation-Intellectual Property, 
and Trademark Law. Chris is also the proud recipient of a Creative Writing Award for his article “Madam Register, 
Please Don’t Help Us Anymore” in Music Row Magazine. Chambers USA 2017 recognizes Chris as a ranked 
attorney in the practice are of Media & Entertainment. Chris is a voting member of the Country Music 
Association (CMA) and the Academy of Country Music (ACM).	



 
Angela Magill 
Angela R. (‘Angie’) Magill joined Sony Music Nashville in 2007.  Since the spring of 2011, Magill has served 
Sony Music Nashville as the head of Legal & Business Affairs – first as Vice President, and more recently, as 
Senior Vice President.  Sony Music Nashville is comprised of three record label imprints: Arista Nashville, 
Columbia Nashville, and RCA Nashville, and Magill’s departments also provide administrative and business 
affairs support for Monument Records.  Magill has served as in-house counsel for record and publishing 
companies for 20 years.  Magill is a graduate of the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, as well as the University 
of Tennessee College of Law, where she was Editor-in-Chief of the Tennessee Law Review. 
	
Stacey Schlitz 
SchlitzLAW advises individual and business clients in estates, intellectual property, and controversies. 
SchlitzLAW’s clients include award-winning musical artists, songwriters, and publishers in the country and 
Christian music industries, as well as professionals in the medical, dental, banking, and sports industries. In 
addition, SchlitzLAW represents clients in a variety of related matters, including contract negotiation, business 
formation, copyright and trademark matters, and litigation. 
 
James Starling 
Jamie is a graduate of the University of North Carolina, where he studied Political Science and Music. He moved 
to Nashville to merge those two passions into a career in Entertainment Law. Jamie graduated from Belmont 
University's College of Law and joined eOne shortly thereafter.  He is well-versed in advising creators and 
entrepreneurs in the fields of Entertainment and Intellectual Property and focuses his pro-bono and volunteer 
efforts to assisting victims of domestic or sexual violence and empowering the youth of Middle Tennessee. 
	
Mary Lauren Teague 
Mary Lauren Teague focuses her practice on business and intellectual property transactions in the music and 
entertainment industries, as well as copyright and trademark applications and licensing. She also handles trust 
and estate matters that arise in the music context. Ms. Teague represents recording artists and legacy artists, 
songwriters, publishing companies, and record labels in the negotiation of various agreements, including 
recording contracts and production, publishing, management and licensing deals. 
 
Ms. Teague is actively involved in the Nashville music community and serves as an adjunct professor of music 
business at Belmont University, a board member of the Arts & Business Council of Greater Nashville and a 
member of the Troubadour Society Advisory Committee for the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum. She is 
also a member of the Recording Academy’s 2017-2018 GRAMMY NEXT initiative for the Nashville Chapter. In 
her free time, Ms. Teague loves to travel with her husband, Daniel, and spend time on Nashville’s greenways 
with her first child, a rescued labradoodle named Ellie.	


