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Mary Griffin 
Life is about always being ready for the next adventure. I learned that lesson early on as an Airforce brat, when 
my family moved from Missouri to Texas, from Texas to Alaska, and ultimately settled in Tennessee. But I wasn’t 
through with my adventures. After graduating with a B.F.A. in Photography from NYU, I served as a Peace Corps 
volunteer in Honduras. With no more than a backpack of clothes, I was the happiest I’ve been in my life. 
 
In 1994, and with a J.D. from the University of Tennessee under my belt, I began my legal career, eventually 
working as a special prosecutor for a couple District Attorney’s offices in Tennessee. From that point forward, the 
adventures got wilder and less easy to predict. Once, I assisted in the prosecution of a man who stole his clients’ 
money and spent it on a lavish Sweet 16 party that aired on the MTV series “My Super Sweet 16.” Another time I 
helped pursue a criminal for securities fraud and theft even after he took out a contract to kill me and a co-
worker. Seriously. You can’t make this stuff up. 
 
I’ve also battled hard to provide interpreters and translated court forms so that non-English speakers have better 
access to justice in Davidson County. It may seem like a small victory, but to me, it’s just another example of 
how a courageous spirit can take any difficult situation and make it work for the good of others. 
 
Faculty Bios 
 
Samar Ali is a mediator and registered patent attorney who practices in the area of data privacy, security, 
healthcare, and intellectual property law, including litigation management of patents, copyrights, trademarks, 
and trade secrets. He has extensive experience in all aspects of patent infringement litigation, from pre-
complaint investigation through trial and appeal. Mr. Bahou has worked on cases involving varying 
technologies such as medical devices, computer hardware, software, and Internet security systems. He has 
represented clients in electronic discovery disputes, motion practice, claim construction ("Markman") hearings, 
trials and several appeals before the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. 
 
Scott Augenbaum Scott Augenbaum became a Special Agent in 1994 and was assigned to the Syracuse, New 
York Office, where he worked domestic terrorism, white collar and hate crimes, and all computer crime 
investigations. Previously he joined the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in the New York Field Office in 
1988 as a support employee. In October 2003, he was promoted to Supervisory Special Agent at FBI 
Headquarters, Washington D.C in the Cyber Division, Cyber Crime Fraud Unit and was responsible for 
managing the FBI's Cyber Task Force Program and Intellectual Property Rights Program. In 2006, he transferred 
to Nashville, TN and managed the FBI Memphis Division Computer Intrusion/Counterintelligence Squad in 
Nashville, TN. Over the past ten years, he has had the opportunity to provide hundreds of computer intrusion 
threat briefings with the goal of educating the community on emerging computer intrusion threats and how to 
not to be the victim of a data breach.  He earned an MBA at American Sentinel University in Information 



Technology and a Masters Certificate in Information Security Management from Villanova University and hold 
numerous General Information Assurance Certifications. Scott recently retired in January 2018.  
 
A.J. Bahou is a mediator and registered patent attorney who practices in the area of data privacy, security, 
healthcare, and intellectual property law, including litigation management of patents, copyrights, trademarks, 
and trade secrets. He has extensive experience in all aspects of patent infringement litigation, from pre-
complaint investigation through trial and appeal. Mr. Bahou has worked on cases involving varying 
technologies such as medical devices, computer hardware, software, and Internet security systems. He has 
represented clients in electronic discovery disputes, motion practice, claim construction ("Markman") hearings, 
trials and several appeals before the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. 
 
 
 
Larry Bridgesmith Larry Bridgesmith J.D., is Co-founder/CEO of LegalAlignment LLC and a practicing lawyer 
in Nashville, Tennessee. He is listed as one of America’s Best Lawyers, among the Leading Lawyers for American 
Businesses and SuperLawyer. He is a member of the International Academy of Mediators and a member of the 
Dispute Resolution Section Council of the American Bar Association. Larry has practiced in the fields of labor, 
employment and dispute resolution for over 30 years and served in management roles for boutique and mid-
sized law firms throughout his career. He founded Lipscomb University’s Institute for Conflict Management and 
served as its inaugural Executive Director. He holds a Six Sigma Green Belt certificate. Larry is an adjunct 
professor in legal project management, conflict management and mediation at Vanderbilt University School of 
Law, Belmont University Massey Graduate School of Business, The Nashville School of Law and the Albany 
Medical School Alden March Institute for Biomedical Ethics. He coordinates the Program on Law and Innovation 
at Vanderbilt School of Law. In 2013, Larry was awarded the Grayfred Gray Award for Public Service in Mediation 
by the Coalition for Mediation Awareness in Tennessee. His practice in facilitation and training in organizational 
change management has taken him across the country and around the world. 
 
Phillip Hampton is the president and founder of LogicForce Consulting, LLC, a legal technology consulting 
firm.  He has over 25 years of experience in the field of information technology and since 1995 has consulted 
with numerous law firms and government agencies in the areas of practice management systems, technical 
litigation support, computer forensics, electronic data discovery, and trial presentation technologies.  Mr. 
Hampton received his B.S. degree in computer science from Lambuth College and his M.S. degree in computer 
science from Vanderbilt University.  He has testified in state and federal court as an expert witness in computer 
forensics. 
 
William Ramsey Bill Ramsey is a member of the firm of Neal & Harwell.The primary focus of Mr. Ramsey’s 
professional practice is complex civil and criminal litigation.  He attended the Georgia Institute of Technology 
where he graduated with high honors in Mechanical Engineering.  He received his law degree from the 
University of Tennessee where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and the University of Tennessee Law 



Review.  He has represented a wide variety of defendants in federal white collar prosecutions and 
investigations.  He has extensive civil jury trial experience in a wide variety of cases, including personal injury, 
business torts, computer and technology litigation and complex commercial transactions.  
 
John Richardson Danny is a civil trial lawyer in Memphis, Tennessee. Danny has tried hundreds of civil jury 
trials in state and federal courts covering the range of the types of cases seen in a general tort and insurance 
practice. Danny is a frequent lecturer on topics related to his practice including, civil trial practice, scientific 
evidence, ediscovery, privacy and data security and technology issues related to law practice. 
 
Ben Vincent Mr. Vincent began his career in Technology over 15 years ago. His was the President/CEO of 
Invision Solutions, L.L.C. a Technology firm based in Auburn Hills, Mi. There he worked with clients from many 
different spectrums including Health Care, Manufacturing, Legal and Non-Profits supporting not only their 
business networks but keeping them informed on new emerging technologies including Smartphone 
applications and mobile computing. He has served as the Vice President and President of the Small Business 
Server users group in South Eastern Michigan. In 2009 Mr. Vincent sold his company in Michigan and relocated 
to Nashville, TN to join LogicForce Consulting as Vice President where he served in a capacity covering Network 
Technology, Client services and Facilities.  He is presently the Founder and Chief Visionary for The Vertical 
Group, a firm dedicated to the education of Mobile technology advancement and the data protection of the 
legal and healthcare community. His education with Apple devices has made him a sought after speaker at 
conferences in many fields. 
 
 
 


