
Faculty Biographies 
 
Mary Griffin 
Ms. Griffin has served as the State Social Security Administrator (SSSA) since her appointment in 2011. The SSSA 
acts as the liaison with the IRS, Social Security Administration and local governmental entities. In her prior role 
as the Deputy General Counsel for the Department of Commerce and Insurance, Ms. Griffin advised on a variety 
of insurance and securities regulatory matters and criminally prosecuted securities fraud and theft cases. In 
conjunction with the United States Attorney’s Office for Middle Tennessee, Ms. Griffin saw to completion the 
successful prosecution of the Nation’s first Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) fraud case. Ms. Griffin has 
produced CLE programming for the TBA both as the former Chair of the TBA Well Being Committee and the 
current Chair of the Law Office Management and Technology Section. She is the first Tennessee Attorney 
selected by the joint National Institute of Trial Advocacy/North American Securities administration to be a trainer 
in the securities litigation program. She is a frequent speaker on the topic of Work Life Balance for the TBA and 
for private law firms with offices across the state. Ms. Griffin uses her journey battling breast cancer to promote 
her philosophy that life isn’t defined by the details of your circumstances, but by your attitude toward the 
adventure. Ms. Griffin has more than 20 years of combined experience in legal compliance and leading process 
improvement in government. She holds a J.D. from the University of Tennessee Knoxville, and a bachelor of 
fine arts in Photography from New York University. Ms. Griffin is fluent in Spanish as a result of her service as a 
Peace Corps Volunteer in Honduras during the Central America Crisis. Mary appreciates your thoughts on Work 
Life Balance. 
 
Thomas Santel Jr. 
Tommy Santel is a managing attorney for the law firm PARKERSON | SANTEL PLLC in Murfreesboro. He has an 
extensive background in criminal law. Tommy previously served as an Assistant District Attorney General for the 
Sixteenth Judicial District, Rutherford County and Cannon County, Tennessee. As an Assistant District Attorney, 
Tommy was active in courtroom trial practice, where he was involved in the prosecution of all types of criminal 
cases ranging from misdemeanors to major drug and felony offenses. In addition to his criminal practice, 
Tommy handles a wide variety of civil cases ranging from personal injury, insurance defense, governmental law, 
civil rights litigation, contract disputes, and other matters. Tommy practices in both state and federal courts 
throughout Tennessee. He practices in both trial and appellate courts. Based on his experience in civil and 
criminal law, he has had the privilege of speaking to community groups, professional organizations, university 
students, high school students, bar associations, law enforcement agencies, and other groups on various legal 
topics and topics for professional development. In addition to his law practice, Tommy is an adjunct professor in 
the Department of Criminal Justice Administration at Middle Tennessee State University. Tommy is a member of 
the Tennessee Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, the American Bar Association, the Tennessee Bar 
Association, and the Rutherford County and Cannon County Bar Association. Tommy was selected and serves as 
a mentor for young and new attorneys through the Tennessee Bar Association. He is a past president of the 
Rutherford County and Cannon County Bar Association. Tommy has spoken at legal education seminars on 
issues related to the ethical responsibilities and obligations of Tennessee attorneys, criminal law related issues 



and defending "your" case. Tommy received his undergraduate degree from Middle Tennessee State University 
where he studied Criminal Justice Administration. He received his law degree from Nashville School of Law in 
2004. 
 
Tiffany Johnson 
Tiffany Johnson majored in Literature and worked as an English teacher before following in her father's 
footsteps to become an attorney. After practicing personal injury law at a national firm, she soon found her 
niche and ventured out on her own as a freelance brief writer. Tiffany offers CLE seminars on legal research and 
writing, document design, and effective argumentation. She also teaches Torts and Legal Writing and 
coordinates the undergraduate Legal Studies program at the University of Memphis. 
 
Chris Stiegemeyer 
Christian A. Stiegemeyer is the Director of Risk Management for The Bar Plan Mutual Insurance Company and 
Executive Vice President of The Bar Plan Foundation. He annually conducts more than seventy Risk 
Management seminars, on a wide variety of ethical and legal malpractice issues, covering current issues 
concerning professionalism and providing practical solutions for dealing with malpractice and ethical concerns. 
 
Mr. Stiegemeyer also directs The Bar Plan’s Practice Management Program, providing on-site, personalized 
reviews of lawyers’ law firm practices to help improve risk management and case handling procedures. In 
addition, Mr. Stiegemeyer responds to The Bar Plan’s ethics and malpractice telephone “Hotline” to timely assist 
its insureds with issues that arise in their daily practice and has written numerous articles appearing in a variety 
of national, state and local bar association publications. He received his B.A. from Southeast Missouri State 
University and J.D. from The Saint Louis University School of Law in 1992. 
	


