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James Cobb 
James was born in west Tennessee to an immigrant mother from Honduras and a hard-working father from 
Tennessee. He was raised in Fairview Tennessee. James went to Austin Peay State University and received a 
bachelors degree in political science. After an 8 year mortgage banking career involving commercial/residential 
lending, and also annuity wholesaling, he decided it was time for a change. James went back to school to 
pursue a law degree at the University of Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law. There he was able to serve 
in many capacities including providing over 350 student pro bono hours helping the indigent community in 
Memphis access justice. He was able to clerk for a Shelby County Circuit Court Judge and for Judge David S. 
Kennedy, Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Tennessee. His broad experiences were capped off 
with an opportunity to work with the U.S. Attorneys office and he was one of the first students in the nation to 
make an appearance in federal court under a new appearance rule. He is an active member in the Tennessee 
bar association, Sumner county bar association, and the American bar association. 
 
Speakers 
 
Anne Sumpter Arney 
Anne Sumpter Arney has more than 30 years of experience working with many Nashville healthcare companies 
and medical professionals. She advises her healthcare clients on matters related to business law and 
transactional issues, as well as assisting them in navigating ever changing healthcare laws and regulations. 
Anne’s experience includes matters related to preparing and filing Certificate of Need (CON) applications, 
negotiating a variety of healthcare provider contracts, and assisting clients with matters that arise from the 
complex healthcare laws. In addition to her health law practice, Anne advises both healthcare and non-
healthcare entrepreneurs on how to start, grow, operate, and sell their businesses. A third-generation lawyer 
and active community leader, Anne represents businesses and healthcare professionals in a variety of corporate, 
operational, and regulatory matters. 
 
Steven Christopher 
Steven J. Christopher is Disciplinary Counsel in the Investigations Section of the Tennessee Board of 
Professional Responsibility. Previously, Steve was the Managing Attorney of the Gallatin Office of the Legal Aid 
Society of Middle Tennessee and the Cumberland, a private nonprofit law firm that provides free legal 
representation to indigent clients in civil and administrative legal matters. Steve is a graduate of Harvard Law 
School and Vanderbilt University Divinity School. 
 
 
 



Barbara McGinnis CELA 
Attorney Barbara Boone McGinnis is certified by the National Elder Law Foundation as a Certified Elder Law 
Attorney and by the State of Tennessee as an Elder Law Specialist. She provides legal expertise on a wide range 
of client issues with a focus on Medicaid appeals, Veterans benefits, and probate matters. She is a VA-accredited 
attorney. Before receiving her license to practice law in Tennessee, Barbara spent more than 20 years as a 
Registered Nurse and Gerontological Nurse Practitioner working in a variety of settings, including hospitals, 
long-term care centers, outpatient clinics, and home health. Barbara’s passion for helping people deal with the 
changes that aging brings extends beyond her clinical experience. Her father had Alzheimer's Disease for more 
than eight years before he passed away and she helped her mother care for him and deal with difficult 
decisions. Being a part of her father’s journey has given her tremendous empathy for families facing the 
prospect of long-term illness of an aging loved one. Barbara holds a Bachelor of Science degree in nursing from 
Austin Peay State University in Clarksville, Tennessee, a Master’s degree as a Gerontological Nurse Practitioner 
from Vanderbilt University in Nashville, and a Juris Doctor degree from Nashville School of Law. She is president 
of the Life Care Planning Law Firms Association and past-chair of the Elder Law Section of the Tennessee Bar 
Association. In Barbara's spare time, she enjoys playing golf and traveling with her husband, and spending time 
with family. 
 
Robert Perry 
President and General Counsel of private investment firm headquartered in Nashville, TN. 
 
Richard Reiter 
Richard Reiter represents client interests in complex business disputes, intellectual property, cyber, real estate, 
and insurance coverage. A member of the firm’s Information Governance Leadership Committee, Rich advises 
on business interruption, threats to a client’s reputation, notification obligations, data management and the 
Internet of Things. In addition, he assists with e-commerce and technology errors and omissions. Rich counsels 
clients on the protection of IP assets and represents individuals and businesses accused of infringement and 
computer technology implementation failures. Rich also advises and represents high-profile U.S. and global 
clients on trademark, copyright, patent, cyber liability, false advertising, trade secrets and unfair competition 
issues. He serves a range of clients from large hedge funds to top insurance companies and lending institutions 
to high-net-worth individuals, as well as businesses in other industries that have integrated technology into 
their operations. In addition to handling cases before New York state courts, Rich has considerable federal court 
litigation experience and frequently employs arbitration and mediation to facilitate the cost-effective resolution 
of disputes. Rich has litigated and arbitrated multimillion-dollar disputes arising from commercial agreements 
and a range of business-related matters 
 
Jennifer Sheppard 
Jennifer L. Sheppard is a lifelong resident of Nashville, TN having graduated from Hillwood High School in 
1997. She attended the University of Tennessee, Knoxville where she earned a B.A. in 2000 with a focus on 
Political Science and Child & Family Studies. She was a member of both Phi Eta Sigma and Gamma Beta Phi 



Honor Societies. Jennifer continued her education at The Nashville School of Law where she earned a J.D. in 
2005. She has been admitted to the practice of law in the State of Tennessee since 2005. Ms. Sheppard 
maintained a solo practice in Nashville for eight years before joining her current firm, Martin Heller Potempa & 
Sheppard, in 2013. While Ms. Sheppard continues to represent parties in ongoing family law cases, over the 
last several years she has focused her practice predominantly on probate law. Ms. Sheppard handles cases 
involving probate litigation, conservatorships, guardianships, and the administration of estates. She currently 
accepts a high volume of court appointments through the Probate Court in Davidson County in which she serves 
as Guardian ad litem, Attorney ad litem and Conservator for cases involving disabled adults. Ms. Sheppard is a 
partner at Martin Heller Potempa & Sheppard, PLLC. She is a member of the Tennessee Bar Association, the 
Nashville Bar Association, the Probate Committee for the Nashville Bar, and the Conservatorship Association of 
Tennessee. Ms. Sheppard serves on the Office of Conservatorship Management’s Policies and Procedures 
Committee and she is an active volunteer for the Legal Aid Society. 
	


