
Foreword 

We have come a long way from the original publication of the Alimony Bench Book.  
With each edition, we improve and support the original goals of the founding authors and 
members of the Alimony Bench Book Committee which were to: 1) educate lawyers and Judges; 
2) have more consistent and reliable decisions by the trial court; and 3) reduce the cost of 
litigation by having to retry cases. 

With this 17th Edition, we update the latest case law on alimony to help lawyers improve 
their practice by promoting an understanding of: 1) key factors in the alimony decisions; 2) proof 
necessary to help the trier of fact make its findings of fact and conclusions of law; and 3) provide 
reasonable outcomes based on our analysis of case law statewide.  Sections I, II, and VII offer  
guidance on the various forms of alimony and how to modify, terminate and enforce it.  Section 
VI supplies to the court a checklist for its findings of fact and conclusions of law; and Section 
VIII gives possible sample provisions to use while drafting.  Section IX furnishes a listing of 
published and unpublished Cases.  We find that most trial court decisions on alimony that have 
clear findings of fact to support the trial court’s conclusions of law are affirmed, absent an abuse 
of discretion. This Alimony Bench Book resource assists the legal professionals accomplish 
these goals.   

Importantly this year, the Tax Cuts & Jobs Act of 2017 (“TCJA”) has impacted the 
deductibility of alimony. Section III delivers the implications of TCJA and offers tax planning 
tips. 

We aim for a comprehensive understanding of alimony. Thus, we also address topics 
relating to the interaction between bankruptcy and alimony (Section IV) and the trusts and 
alimony (Section V).    

We thank our authors of this Bench Book for their time and energy to improving the 
practice of law:  Judge Mary Wagner, Attorneys Brenton Lankford, Gregory Smith, Michael 
Goode, Glen Watson, and Kurt Myers, CPA.  Siew-Ling Shea has become co-chair of the 
Alimony Bench Book this year and appreciate her efforts in obtaining new authors.  This year, 
we welcome attorneys Glen Watson and Siew-Ling Shea, and Kurt Myers, CPA as they 
contribute the chapters on tax and bankruptcy.  We also greet Jennifer Vossler, Director of 
Education and Professional Development for the Tennessee Bar Association, as our Alimony 
Bench Book Coordinator to ensure the Alimony Bench Book is available for the Judges at their 
Spring Conference.  When this edition of the Alimony Bench Book is launched, the authors will 
lecture across the State to assist lawyers with the new statutes and laws that affect alimony.  We 
appreciate all of you. 

Happy reading! 

   With much appreciation, 

   Amy J. Amundsen and Siew-Ling Shea 
   Co-Chairs of the Alimony Bench Book   


