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Producer:  
 
Mark Cunningham, TBA Health Law Section Chair 
Mark Cunningham is a Shareholder with Chambliss Bahner & Stophel, chairs the firm's Health Care Section and 
serves as counsel for leading healthcare participants on a regional and national level, including medical practice 
management companies, billing companies, physician practices, outpatient diagnostic centers, ambulatory 
surgical centers, hospital-based providers, dentists, optometrists, home health agencies, assisted care living 
facilities and hospices. Mark received his J.D., magna cum laude, from Tulane University Law School, and his 
B.A., with honors, from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 
Speakers: 
 
Alix Michel 
Alix Michel is a co-founder of Michel & Ward, P.C., a general practice law firm in Chattanooga with an emphasis 
on litigation involving professional malpractice, medical malpractice, product liability, trucking accidents and 
construction claims. In response to the growing epidemic of Rx Drug Diversion, Michel devotes a considerable 
amount of time helping raise awareness of this problem and has presented on various aspects of Drug Diversion 
to many groups including: The American Society of Medical Association Counsel, The Tennessee Pharmacist’s 
Association, The University of Tennessee College of Pharmacy, The Tennessee Medical Association, The 
Chattanooga/Hamilton County Medical Society, The American Health Lawyers Association, The Casualty Actuarial 
Society, The Cleveland MGMA, The Chattanooga MGMA, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Tennessee, and East 
Tennessee Children’s Hospital. 
 
Brian Faughnan 
Brian S. Faughnan practices with the Tennessee law firm of Lewis Thomason, resident in its Memphis office. In 
addition to the area of lawyer ethics and professional responsibility, Faughnan maintains a civil litigation 
practice focused on business and commercial litigation, and appellate litigation. He is a frequent author and 
speaker on ethics and professional responsibility issues and co-author of the book “Professional Responsibility 
in Litigation,” the Second Edition of which was published by the ABA in April 2016. He shares his thoughts on 
legal ethics, professional responsibility, and other aspects of the law of lawyering at 
www.faughnanonethics.com. He is a member of the Board of Directors of the Association of Professional 
Responsibility Lawyers. Faughnan has been the Chair of the TBA’s Standing Committee on Ethics and 
Professional Responsibility since 2009 and is the Eighth District Governor of the TBA Board of Governors. 
 



 
 
 
David Ward 
David Ward is a co-founder of Michel & Ward, P.C., a general practice law firm in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
Ward’s practice concentrates on medical malpractice litigation, nursing home litigation, drug and 
pharmaceutical issues and argument at all appellate levels. He became aware of the common pattern in the 
medical community of prescribing painkilling opioids as the frontline medication for everyday pain, a practice 
which has led to the unnecessary addiction and death of countless Americans. He has spoken about this 
problem and potential solutions to various groups including the American Society of Medical Association 
Counsel, The Tennessee Medical Association, The University of Tennessee College of Pharmacy, Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Tennessee, East Tennessee Children’s Hospital, and the Tennessee Pharmacist’s Association. 
Additionally, Ward has also authored and/or co-authored several articles on Rx Drug Diversion and has been 
honored to be an invited speaker and moderator at National Rx Drug Abuse Summit I, II & III. 
 
Edward H. Trent 
Ed Trent is a Member of Wimberly Lawson Wright Daves & Jones, PLLC in the Knoxville office of the firm. Trent's 
broad range of experience includes jury trials in employment discrimination cases, including the defense of 
appeals before federal and state appellate courts, day-to-day preventative counseling and advice, training for 
supervisor and human resources personnel on managing the workplace and complying with federal, state and 
local employment laws and regulations. Ed also works with churches on child protection issues and 
employment law matters and is actively involved with religious liberty issues.  He filed an amicus brief in the 
case of Hosanna-Tabor Evangelical Lutheran Church v. EEOC, 132 S.Ct. 694 (2012), upholding the "ministerial 
exception" to the application of state and federal employment laws to religious organizations, in Hobby Lobby 
v. Burwell, 1345 S.Ct. 2751 (2014), upholding the religious liberty rights of business owners in a challenge to 
the Affordable Care Act's Contraception Mandate, and several other cases.   
 
Ellen Bowden McIntyre 
Ellen Bowden McIntyre has worked as an Assistant United States Attorney for the Middle District of Tennessee 
since 2003. She specializes in False Claims Act cases involving health care fraud, and she has also successfully 
prosecuted health care fraud defendants criminally. McIntyre previously worked for the Department of Justice in 
the Civil Rights Division, Housing and Civil Enforcement Section, in Washington, D.C. and at the Southern 
Poverty Law Center in Montgomery, Alabama.  She graduated from Columbia Law School in 1994 and the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1991. 
 
Emily Crabbe 
Emily Crabbe graduated cum laude from Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School. Before starting at HHS/OCR, she 
worked as a staff attorney at a clinical toxicology laboratory. At OCR, Crabbe’s investigative caseload has become 



focused on information security and data breaches. She functions as the office specialist for cases relating to the 
HIPAA Security Rule and for breaches that result in financial penalties. 
 
Gregory Demske 
Since 2012, Gregory E. Demske has served as Chief Counsel to the Inspector General, Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), Office of Inspector General (OIG). Demske leads the 90-person HHS Office of Counsel to 
the Inspector General (OCIG). OCIG provides all legal services to HHS OIG, including advice on audits, 
investigations, evaluations, and OIG operations; representation of OIG in civil and administrative fraud 
enforcement; and issuance of guidance to the healthcare industry. He oversees all OIG internal legal advice, 
coordination with the Department of Justice on False Claims Act cases involving HHS, OIG’s civil money penalty 
and program exclusion enforcement, negotiation and monitoring of corporate integrity agreements, and 
industry guidance on the anti-kickback statute and other OIG enforcement authorities. Demske has served in a 
variety of management and staff positions in the OIG counsel’s office, including Assistant Inspector General for 
Legal Affairs, Branch Chief for the Administrative and Civil Remedies Branch, Branch Chief for the Administrative 
Litigation Branch, Deputy Branch Chief for the Civil Recoveries Branch, and Senior Counsel. He also served as a 
special assistant U.S. attorney on detail to the United States Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia.  
 
Ian Hennessey 
Ian Hennessey is an attorney at London Amburn, where his practice is concentrated on healthcare matters, with 
a focus on mergers and acquisitions, corporate law, regulatory issues, employment law, medical malpractice 
and long-term care defense. Hennessey currently serves in leadership for the TBA Health Law Section, TBA CLE 
Committee, TBA Young Lawyers Division and the KBA Access to Justice Committee. He holds degrees from 
Vanderbilt University and the University of Tennessee College of Law. 
 
Jeffrey S. Bivins 
Justice Jeff Bivins was sworn in as a member of the Tennessee Supreme Court in July 2014. He was appointed 
to this position by Governor Bill Haslam. Prior to that position, he was a judge on the Tennessee Court of 
Criminal Appeals from August 2011 until July 2014. Previously, Judge Bivins served as a Circuit Court Judge for 
the 21st Judicial District of Tennessee, covering Williamson, Hickman, Lewis, and Perry Counties. Judge Bivins 
was appointed to the trial bench in March 2005. He was elected to a full 8-year term in 2006. He also previously 
served in a trial judge position from July 1999 through August 2000. As a judge, Justice Bivins served on the 
Board of Judicial Conduct, and previously served on its predecessor, the Court of the Judiciary. He also was 
President of the Tennessee Judicial Conference and served on its Executive Committee. He also is a Fellow of 
the Tennessee Bar Foundation and the Nashville Bar Foundation. He is former member of the Williamson 
County Commission. Prior to his appointment to the trial bench, Judge Bivins practiced law with the firm of 
Boult, Cummings, Conners & Berry PLC in Nashville, Tennessee. He also served as Assistant Commissioner and 
General Counsel for the Tennessee Department of Personnel. 
 
 



Jesse Ehrenfeld 
Jesse Ehrenfeld is a board-certified anesthesiologist with an extensive background in clinical research, 
advocacy, and healthcare policy. For the past decade, he has advocated on behalf of LGBTI patients, students, 
and trainees in his role as Chair of the Massachusetts Committee on LGBT Health, Chair of the Massachusetts 
General Hospital LGBT Employee Resource Group, a member of the Board Committee on Quality at Fenway 
Community Health Center, and a member of the Association of American Medical College’s LGBTI Liaison 
Group. He now co-leads the Vanderbilt University Medical Center Program for LGBTI Health. An associate 
professor in the Departments of Anesthesiology and Biomedical Informatics, Dr. Ehrenfeld also serves as 
Director of the Center for Evidence-Based Anesthesia, Director of the Perioperative Data Systems Research 
Group, and Medical Director for Perioperative Quality. His work has led to the presentation of more than 80 
abstracts at national/international meetings and the publication of dozens of manuscripts in high-impact 
journals. He has co-authored ten clinical textbooks. Dr. Ehrenfeld holds a Master of Public Health degree from 
the Harvard School of Public Health, and a Doctor of Medicine from the University of Chicago. Dr. Ehrenfeld, a 
lieutenant commander in the U.S. Navy, also serves as a medical reserve officer. 
 
Julie Kass 
Julie Kass is a recognized authority in the field of Medicare and Medicaid fraud and abuse. Her practice deals 
with the regulatory aspects of structuring arrangements under the Stark and Anti-Kickback laws. She often 
serves as defense counsel in DOJ and OIG matters and has worked on a variety of voluntary disclosures to CMS 
and OIG. In addition, Kass assists clients navigating new Medicare and commercial payor bundled payment 
methodologies. Her clients involve the full spectrum of healthcare providers across the US. Kass is a former 
Senior Counsel in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Inspector General. She is also 
very involved in the Washington DC Jewish community where she sits on the Federation Board and is Co-Chair 
of The Network.   
 
Justin Furrow 
Employers of all size — from large, national and regional companies to family-owned businesses and startup 
ventures — rely on Justin Furrow’s advice regarding federal and state workplace laws and regulations, and they 
trust his expertise in defending them in employment litigation. Furrow has successfully defended and assisted 
clients in matters arising under major employment laws in federal and state courts, and before administrative 
agencies such as the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) and U.S. Department of Labor. 
Clients benefit from Justin’s hands-on, energetic and innovative approach to matters and his respectful style 
and character make him an asset to any team. 
 
Kathryn Sasser 
(No bio) 
 
 
 



Mark Hooton 
Mark Hooton is a healthcare lawyer that has been in practice for 29 years. He has served as an in-house attorney 
for 19 of those years for health insurance companies, including Provider Life and Accident, HealthSource 
Provider Administrators and BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee. As an in-house attorney, Hooten has supported 
most of the business units over the years, including audit, SIU, provider audit, provider networks, finance, 
medical directors, operations, credentialing and clinical risks. In addition, he managed all litigation and other 
disputes involving the company. Hooten also serviced as the ERISA attorney helping with complex ERISA 
questions. Currently he is supporting a large insurance brokerage firm that has national exchanges for both the 
public and medadvantage products through Counsel on Call. 
 
Mary Katherine Bratton 
Mary Katherine Bratton serves as Deputy General Counsel with the Office of General Counsel for the Tennessee 
Department of Health.  She and her team focus on litigation in the area of inappropriate prescribing before the 
Tennessee Board of Medical Examiners, Tennessee Board of Nursing, other boards whose licensees have 
prescribing authority, and pain clinics. Bratton is also currently the advisory attorney for the Tennessee Board of 
Medical Examiners, Physician Assistants Committee. 
 
Melissa Carrasco 
Melissa Carrasco advises employers in all aspects of labor and employment issues, including developing and 
implementing employment policies and procedures, understanding employment benefits, drafting 
employment agreements and handbooks, and complying with immigration law. She enjoys working with 
human resource professionals to address the variety of situations that arise — from hiring to termination, tattoos 
to PTO — to help employers comply with various federal and state regulations and understand and limit their 
risk of litigation. Carrasco also represents employers both before and after a lawsuit is filed, in proceedings 
before the EEOC, NLRB, Department of Labor, and state and federal courts, including enforcing non-competes, 
wage and hour claims, discrimination and retaliation claims, wrongful termination claims, and whistleblower 
claims. 
 
Michael Ramey 
Michael Ramey is a Principal in the healthcare consulting group of PYA. He provides transaction advisory 
services, strategic planning, business valuation, fair market value compensation analysis, and related 
consulting services for hospitals, healthcare systems, physician practices, and healthcare information 
technology companies for purposes of facilitating mergers and acquisitions, performing due diligence, 
acquiring physician services, and pursuing joint ventures.  His primary areas of expertise are in transaction 
support, due diligence, valuation, financial analysis, and post-merger integration.   
 
 
 
 



Phil Pomerance  
Phil Pomerance is the Chief Operating Officer and General Counsel of Best Practices Inpatient Care, Ltd., a large 
physician-owned medical practice which provides hospitalists to hospitals, long-term care facilities and specialty 
hospitals in Northern Illinois. As dedicated hospitalists, the doctors of Best Practices are committed to providing 
the patients of our referring physicians and institutions the best possible in-patient care. He is also Of Counsel 
to the law firm of Kamensky, Rubinstein, Hochman and Delott. He represents physicians and physician groups, 
senior living providers, physician management companies, and other health care providers in matters. 
Pomerance is a frequent author and lecturer on health law and ethics for the American Bar Association and the 
American Health Lawyers Association. He has written papers for and spoken before meetings of the American 
Association of Health Plans, the American Medical Association, the Blue Cross/Blue Shield Association of 
America, and the Medical Group Management Association. 
 
Richard Rose 
Richard Rose concentrates his practice in the areas of health care fraud and abuse, construction litigation, and 
commercial litigation. He represents and counsels hospitals, physicians, SNFs, Home-Health Agencies, Hospice 
providers, DME providers, Midlevel providers, and other health care providers in health care fraud and abuse 
issues and litigation. Rose represents construction general contractors and subcontractors in construction 
litigation, contract reviews and disputes. Rose also represents and counsels both large and small businesses 
relating to general business and commercial litigation. He also represents and counsels clients in the insurance, 
health care, retail, real estate, and manufacturing sectors regarding Information Security and Privacy, including 
responses to major data breaches as well as compliance with HITECH, HIPAA, GLBA and other data retention and 
compliance laws. 
 
Rob McConkey 
Rob McConkey is a member of the Tennessee Bar and has served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Eastern 
District of Tennessee since 2010. As the District’s Affirmative Civil Enforcement and Civil Health Care Fraud 
Coordinator, his primary responsibilities include oversight of the investigation and prosecution of civil claims 
under the False Claims Act, with emphasis on health care, procurement and contract fraud and abuse involving 
government programs.  Prior to joining the U.S. Attorney’s Office, he was in private practice for 5 years handling 
commercial and general litigation  and served for more than 8 years as a Deputy Law Director in the Knox 
County Law Director’s Office. McConkey received his law degree from the Cumberland School of Law at Samford 
University, and his bachelor’s degree in business administration from East Tennessee State University. 
 
Sanford 'Sandy' V. Teplitzky 
Sandy Teplitzky provides legal guidance on fraud and abuse issues to clients in virtually every sector of the 
healthcare industry. This includes counseling and defense in investigations and/or prosecutions involving 
Medicare or Medicaid fraud and abuse, structuring joint ventures and other business arrangements, and 
assistance with respect to the creation and implementation of corporate compliance programs. From 1975 
through 1979, he was with the Office of the General Counsel of the Department of Health, Education, and 



Welfare. In 1977, he was assigned the primary responsibility for developing policies and regulations to 
implement the Medicare and Medicaid Anti-Fraud and Abuse Amendments of 1977. Teplitzky was elected to 
the Board of Directors of the American Health Lawyers Association (formerly the National Health Lawyers 
Association) in 1986 and served as its President in 1993-1994. 
 
Sheree Wright 
Sheree C. Wright is a Senior Associate General Counsel in the Office of the General Counsel at Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville. Wright received both her bachelor’s degree, magna cum laude, and her law degree from 
Vanderbilt University. Her practice focuses on all areas of employment law, including advice on matters 
involving faculty, house staff, postdocs, research fellows, and staff, as well as legal ethics, medical student issues 
and special projects. Wright regularly conducts training for faculty, residency program directors, chief residents, 
and staff. She has produced and spoken at numerous seminars on various topics, such as legal ethics and 
employment law, for the Nashville Bar Association, the Tennessee Bar Association, and the American Bar 
Association. She has received the Nashville Bar Association CLE Excellence Award. In addition, she is a member 
of the Tennessee Bar Association Committee on Ethics and Professional Responsibility and was a part of the 
team selected to argue on behalf of the TBA for the adoption of the Tennessee Rules of Professional Conduct. 
 
Yarnell Beatty 
Yarnell Beatty joined the Tennessee Medical Association (TMA) in January 2001 as general counsel to the 
largest medical organization in Tennessee. In 2004, he was promoted to oversee TMA’s legal, government 
affairs, insurance, and eHealth departments and was promoted to Vice President of Advocacy in January 2013 
and Senior Vice President in 2017. He formerly served as staff counsel to the Tennessee Department of Health 
as well as positions in the Department as Executive Director of the Tennessee Board of Medical Examiners and 
Director of Health-Related Boards. He has served several terms on the Executive Council of the Tennessee Bar 
Association Health Law Section and has provided legislative and case updates at the annual Health Law Forum. 
Mr. Beatty served two terms on the Continuing Legal Education Committee of the American Society of Medical 
Association Counsel (ASMAC). Mr. Beatty was President of ASMAC for 2013. Mr. Beatty earned a B.A. degree 
from Vanderbilt University in Nashville and his law degree from the Emory University School of Law in Atlanta. 
 


