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30th Annual Health Law Forum  
Oct. 11–12, 2018 
Embassy Suites Cool Springs Hotel Conference Center 
Franklin, Tenn. 
 
Program Producer: Mark Cunningham, Chambliss 
Bahner & Stophel, P.C. 
Total Credits: 12 General, 3 Dual   

 

Recognized as one of the premier health law programs in the country, this annual forum addresses key issues impacting our practice 
area. Sessions will provide insight from health law providers, practitioners, and regulators. A bonus feature this year will offer 2 
alternative hours of online CLE. This will facilitate flexible planning for those who travel or have a scheduling conflict during one of the 
sessions. 

Thursday, Oct. 11  

7:15 a.m. 
 

Registration/Welcome/Breakfast 
Breakfast will be provided and sponsored by Horne, LLP 

8 a.m. Chair’s Welcome and Introductions  
Mark Cunningham, TBA Health Law Section Chair, Chambliss Bahner & Stophel, P.C. 
 

8:15 – 9:30 a.m. Update on Fraud and Abuse Developments  
The session will provide an update of the latest Fraud and Abuse developments, including federal case law 
and settlements under the FCA, and OIG and CMS activity. 
Julie Kass, Baker Ober Health Law 
Sanford (Sandy) V. Teplitzky, Baker Ober Health Law 
 

9:30 – 10:30 a.m. Keynote Address:   
OIG Priorities and Enforcement Efforts 
Greg Demske, Chief Counsel to the Inspector General (OIG/OCIG)  
 

10:30 – 10:45 a.m. 
 

Break 
Refreshments provided by Rainey Kizer Reviere & Bell 
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10:45– 11:45 a.m.     Tennessee Health Care Fraud Enforcement 
    Ellen Bowden McIntyre, (AUSA) Middle District of Tennessee 
    Rob McConkey, (AUSA) Eastern District of Tennessee 
    Tony Hullender, Office of the Tennessee Attorney General 
 

11:45 – 12 p.m. 
  

Break – Get Lunch 
Lunch provided by Baker Ober Health Law 
 

12 – 1 p.m.  (DUAL) 
 

    Ethics 
    Chief Justice Jeffrey S. Bivins 
 

1 – 1:45 p.m. Emerging Issues in Health Care 
Jesse Ehrenfeld, Vanderbilt University Medical Center  
Adrienne Kepner, Vanderbilt University Medical Center  
Julia Morris, Vanderbilt University Medical Center  
 

1:45 – 2 p.m. 
  

Break 
Refreshments provided by Bass Berry & Sims 

2 – 3 p.m. Life in a Post-Escobar World 
The Supreme Court’s 2016 Escobar decision is having a remarkable impact on how the government, 
relators, and defendants pursue and handle False Claims Act litigation.  This panel will discuss trial and 
appellate court developments post-Escobar and consider the practical effect the case is having on 
healthcare compliance and claim repayment decisions. 
J.D. Thomas, Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, LLP 
Brian Roark, Bass Berry & Sims PLC 
Kathryn Sasser, Hospital Corporation of America 
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3 – 4 p.m.     Tennessee Health Law and Legislative Updates 2018 
This annual update will focus on hot topics impacting health care law from the 2017 session of the 
General    Assembly as well as recap significant Tennessee state civil court cases and Attorney General 
Opinions affecting health care from the past year. The 2017 Legislative session resulted in several 
important changes in state law that health lawyers need to know about. There were changes of note to 
laws addressing drug screening of health care providers, the identification and sanctioning of high-
volume prescribers, breach notification, treatment of minor patients, public health, and abortion to name 
just a few. During the first segment, the panelists, representing perspectives from providers, health 
insurance, and facilities, will highlight the new laws affecting health care professional practice 
compliance, scope of practice, health insurance, and facility compliance and operations. The panel will 
also provide a brief look into the future as to what issues the 2018 Tennessee Legislature might take up. 
The second segment of the presentation will focus on major Tennessee case law decisions from Tennessee 
courts since the last quarter of 2016 through the summer of 2017. The panel will inform health lawyers 
how these decisions affect their clients. It will highlight important litigation results and look at how some 
intriguing cases will affect health care compliance. During the final segment, the panel will provide a 
survey of Tennessee Attorney General Opinions filed in 2017 of which health lawyers     need to be aware. 
Participants will gain valuable insight into the positions the State would take on issues impacting their 
health care clients. 

    Yarnell Beatty, Tennessee Medical Association  
    John P. Williams, Tune, Entrekin & White PC 
    Mandy Haynes Young, Butler Snow 
 

4 – 5:15 p.m. 
 

#metoo/Sexual harassment 
Edward H. Trent, Wimberly Lawson Wright Daves & Jones, PLLC 
Justin Furrow, Chambliss, Bahner & Stophel P.C. 
Kim Looney (moderator), Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, LLP 
Melissa Carrasco, Egerton, Mcafee 

 
Total Hours for Thursday: 7.25 General, 1 Dual 

 

 
Friday, Oct.12 

 

7:30 a.m. 
 

 

Registration/Welcome/Breakfast 
Refreshments will be provided by Commercial Bank and Trust Company 
 

8 – 9 a.m. Provider v. Insurance Disputes 
Richard Rose, Miller and Martin 
Mark Hooton, Prior Chief Litigation Counsel at BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee 
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9 – 9:45 a.m. HIPAA and Social Media 
This moderator style, Q&A format will address the role of social media in healthcare, especially with respect 
to HIPAA obligations. 
Ian Hennessey, London and Amburn 
Emily Crabbe, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
 

9:45 – 10 a.m. 

 

Break 
Refreshments will be provided by Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, LLP  

10 – 11 a.m. EMTALA Enforcement: Tailoring Compliance Strategies to Your Facility 
To mitigate risk under the Emergency Medical Treatment & Labor Act, hospitals and providers must 
develop policies, training, and a culture that reflect their specific circumstances while acknowledging the 
government’s current enforcement priorities. The speakers will explore common issues that arise in a 
range of settings -- including urban hospitals, rural hospitals, academic medical centers, and free-standing 
emergency departments -- and compliance approaches for each. 
Jesse Neil, Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, LLP 
Julia Morris, Vanderbilt University Medical Center  
 

11 – 12 p.m. Opioid Crisis 
Industry Perspectives; Pharma Perspectives; State Govt. Perspectives 
Alix Michel, Michel and Ward, PC 
David Ward, Michel and Ward, PC 
Mary Katherine Bratton, Chief Deputy General Counsel, Department of Health 
 

12 – 1 p.m. 
 

 Lunch  
(On your own) 
 

1 – 2 p.m. Transactional – Rural Hospital Sale and Impact 
In this session, you will learn intangibles such as: 

• Legal, valuation, and practical issues in the request for proposal process 
• Preparing for due diligence – identifying and remedying items that will affect the deal and value 

in advance of buy side diligence 
• Considerations and provisions in structuring the arrangement to protect the charitable mission 

and community assets of the hospital 
• Means to ensure appropriate consideration is received for the value of a community hospital 
• State regulatory and antitrust issues associated with sales of community hospitals 

Jay Hardcastle, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings 
Michael Ramey, PYA 
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2 – 2:15 p.m. 
 

Break 
Refreshments will be provided by Sherrard Roe Voigt & Harbison 

2:15 – 4 :15 p.m. 
(DUAL) 
 
 

Ethics 
This annual ethics update will feature both new topics, visit previous areas of interest and include audience 
participation in some thorny hypotheticals. Newly adopted provisions of the Tennessee Rules of 
Professional Conduct will be reviewed along with cyber security issues  
and ethical obligations related to client information that may be stored digitally or might otherwise be 
considered “cyber” information. The session will also touch on ‘disruptive technology’ including: 

• Client recruitment and service thru web-based methods (AVVO, LegalZoom and more). 
• Innovative models of law practice – clever, but are they ethical? 
• The rise of the virtual law firm, and the ethical traps therein. 
• What exactly is “the practice of law” – TIKD and the no-lawyer law service. 
• Is there a legal chatbot in your future?  Law practice in 144 characters? 
• “My associate lives in the Cloud!” – Artificial Intelligence and the practice of law (with a special 

nod to the ethics of using AI to do tasks that might be otherwise be billable by actual human 
beings with law licenses.) 

Ames Davis, Waller 
Brian Faughnan, Lewis Thomason 
Sheree Wright, Vanderbilt University 
Phil Pomerance, Best Practices Inpatient Care, Ltd. 
 

 
Total Hours for Friday: 4.75 General, 2 Dual 

 
 


