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Producer: 
 
Hemant Gupta represents clients seeking to protect their intellectual property and technology 
investments, including through foreign and domestic patents, copyrights, and trademarks. He 
has been recognized as a "Mid-South Rising Star" by Super Lawyers. Hemant is the current chair 
of the TBA Intellectual Property Law Section Executive Council.  
 
 
Speakers: 
 
Seth Ogden is a Registered Patent Attorney focused on patent infringement litigation and 
patent prosecution in the fields of biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, medical devices, industrial 
chemicals, software and electronic devices.  He has represented patent litigation clients in both 
ANDA and traditional patent infringement cases.  Dr. Ogden has also provided noninfringement 
and invalidity opinions and strategic positioning reports in the areas of biotechnology 
(diagnostics and biologics), pharmaceuticals, industrial chemicals and material science. In 
addition to patent matters, he has handled a range of trademark and copyright issues. 
  
Dr. Ogden previously practiced in Washington, D.C. Before that, he obtained his Ph.D. in Cancer 
Biology from Vanderbilt University. Dr. Ogden has also represented pro bono clients before the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims and the D.C. Superior Court. 
 
 
A.J. Bahou is an intellectual property attorney who focuses on the intersection of law and 
technology. A registered patent attorney, trial lawyer, mediator and arbitrator, A.J. has 
extensive experience in the areas of electrical and computer engineering technologies, 
including Blockchain, artificial intelligence, virtual reality, medical devices, computer hardware 
and software, and Internet security systems. With 15 years of patent litigation experience, A.J. 
handles the full spectrum of intellectual property litigation from pre-complaint investigation 
through trial and appeal in matters involving patents, copyrights, trademarks, trade secrets, 
and commercial disputes. He has represented both plaintiffs and defendants in IP litigation in 
jurisdictions across the United States, including the U.S. Federal Circuit and U.S. Supreme Court. 
 
A.J. often serves as outside general counsel for technology companies that value his assistance 
with patent prosecution and enforcement as well with the drafting of employment and 
independent contractor agreements that are critical tools in the protection of intellectual 
property assets. 
 
A significant segment of A.J.’s practice involves emerging technologies, most notably Blockchain 
and artificial intelligence. He has filed patent applications for clients that are utilizing 



distributed ledger technology and artificial intelligence/machine learning tools in educational, 
marketing and healthcare contexts. 
 
A.J. serves on the Boards of Directors of LaunchTN, the Middle Tennessee chapter of the 
Information Systems Security Association and the Tennessee Intellectual Property Association. 
He is former chair of the Intellectual Property Executive Council of the Tennessee Bar 
Association and former chair of the Nashville Bar Association’s Intellectual Property Law 
Section. He was recently appointed to Chair the Evolving Legal Market Committee of the 
Tennessee Bar Association, which focuses on the changing nature of the practice of law. 
 
 
Lauren Sherwood is an associate at Merchant & Gould’s Knoxville office. Lauren received her 
license to practice in Tennessee in 2018 and has been licensed to practice before the USPTO 
since 2013. She has focused her practice on patent prosecution in electric and software 
technology areas. Prior to and while attending law school at the University of Tennessee 
College of Law, Lauren prepared and prosecuted patent applications in a wide variety of 
technology areas as a Patent Agent for a virtual law firm. Her technical background is in 
chemistry, however the bulk of Lauren's experience over the past six years have been in 
computer-related technologies. Lauren received a B.S. in Chemistry with an emphasis in 
Biochemistry along with a B.A. in Anthropology from the University of Florida in 2012. Outside 
of her practice, Lauren enjoys cheering on her favorite sports teams, sipping on local craft 
brews with her husband, and snuggling with her dog, Apollo. 
 
 
Ryan Levy is the Managing Shareholder of Patterson Intellectual Property Law in Nashville, TN. 
He focuses on intellectual property litigation with an emphasis on patent litigation. He has 
represented international and domestic companies as both plaintiff and defendant in matters 
involving chemical formulations and related properties; large-scale industrial equipment; 
processes for roadway design; automotive equipment; and various software ranging from web-
based protocols to automated detection systems. Mr. Levy is the past President of the 
Tennessee Intellectual Property Law Association, past President of the Young Lawyers Division 
of the Nashville Bar Association, and previously served as the Program Committee Chair and 
Executive Committee member of the Belmont University College of Law American Inns of Court. 
 
 
Gary Montle is a Shareholder with Patterson Intellectual Property Law in Nashville, TN. His 
practice is focused on the procurement and enforcement of intellectual property rights. Prior to 
joining Patterson, Mr. Montle worked in the manufacturing industry as an electrical field service 
engineer for Beta Lasermike Inc. with offices in Atlanta, Georgia and Miami, Florida. 
 
 
Bart Herbison, a Paris, Tenn. native, worked as a reporter and spent 14 years in radio and as a 
correspondent for The Nashville Banner newspaper before joining the administration of former 
Tennessee Governor Ned McWherter as Deputy Director of Communications in 1987. Herbison 



joined the staff of U.S. Rep. Bob Clement (D-Nashville) in 1988 where he served as the 
Tennessee Congressman's Press Secretary, Campaign Manager and Chief Tennessee 
Administrative Officer before leaving Capitol Hill for Music Row in 1997.  
 
Herbison is Executive Director of the Nashville Songwriters Association International (NSAI), the 
world's largest not-for-profit songwriters trade organization and advocacy group dedicated to 
the songwriting profession. Established in 1967, NSAI’s membership of nearly 5,000 spans the 
United States and many other countries. With more than 100 chapters, the association serves 
aspiring and professional songwriters in all genres of music. They also own The Bluebird Cafe in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 
 
Under Herbison's leadership NSAI gained prominence in the national legislative arena.  
 
His accomplishments include: 
• Adoption of the “Music Modernization Act” in 2018, the most important copyright law 
reform for songwriters in decades. 
•  Passage of the landmark "Songwriters Capital Gains Tax Equity Act" in 2006. 
• Creation of the first-ever Group Copyright Infringement Insurance for songwriters and 
music publishers. 
• Acquisition of the world-famous "Bluebird Café" in 2008 
• Purchase of the "Music Mill" studios as NSAI headquarters in 2005. 
In 2018 Herbison received two prestigious national honors for his songwriter advocacy work  -- 
the “Industry Legacy Award” from the National Music Publishers Association (NMPA) and the 
“IP Champion’s Award” from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Global Innovation Policy Center.  
Appearing in his first movie role, Herbison portrayed himself in the 2017 film "Wheeler" 
starring Stephen Dorff. He is also featured in the documentary "The Last Songwriter" released 
in 2018 and the upcoming documentary “It All Begins With A Song” where he serves as 
Executive Producer.  He hosts the weekly video/print interview series “Story Behind the Song” 
appearing in The Tennessean and other Gannett newspapers.   
 
 
Tim Warnock ’s practice is focused almost exclusively on commercial and intellectual-property 
litigation in federal and state courts.  He has extensive jury and non-jury trial experience in 
corporate and business litigation, entertainment litigation, intellectual property litigation, 
construction litigation and general commercial litigation.  He is a member of the Tennessee 
Chapter of the American Board of Trial Advocates.  He served as President of the Tennessee 
Chapter of ABOTA in 2009.  He is a founding member of the Tennessee Association of 
Construction Counsel. 
 
Mr. Warnock serves as an Adjunct Professor of Law at the Vanderbilt University School of Law, 
teaching Advanced Evidence and Trial Advocacy.  He lectures and has been published on topics 
related to intellectual property and commercial litigation.  
 



Mr. Warnock is a member of the Governing Committee of the Forum on the Entertainment and 
Sports Industries of the American Bar Association.  He is a member of the Tennessee Bar 
Association, a former Chair of the Federal Practice Section and a former Chair of the 
Entertainment and Sports Law Committee.  Mr. Warnock was a member of the inaugural class 
of Leadership Law.  He is also a member of the Nashville Bar Association and a former Chair of 
the Intellectual Property Committee and Co-Chair of the Entertainment, Media and Sports 
Committee.  
 
He is also a member of Leadership Music.  Mr. Warnock graduated from Vanderbilt University 
in 1984 with a B.A. degree.  He received his J.D. with high honors in 1987 from the University of 
Tennessee where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and Moot Court Board. 
 
 
Ed Lanquist is an AV-rated attorney who practices patent, trademark and copyright litigation, 
intellectual property counseling and trademark prosecution. He has litigated more than 120 IP 
cases, and has filed more than 150 patent applications and 1,200 trademark registration 
applications. He also counsels clients on the economic benefits and implications of IP protection 
and litigation. 
 
 
Scott Douglass helps his clients grow their businesses by protecting and enforcing their 
trademarks, patents and copyrights. He efficiently litigates their rights in federal court and 
enforces their trademarks before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. He also helps clients 
maximize the value of their intellectual property through licensing and online domain name 
enforcement. 
 
During law school, Mr. Douglass worked as a summer law clerk for two federal magistrate 
judges in the Middle and Western Districts of Tennessee. He also clerked for the General 
Counsel of one of the largest tobacco companies in the world. Before attending law school, Mr. 
Douglass worked as a legislative aide to two United States Senators and studied Arabic in the 
Middle East. 
 
 
Melody McAnally is a member of her firm’s Commercial Litigation Group and focuses her 
practice on data privacy and security, commercial litigation, construction litigation, and product 
liability defense. She is a partner and Co-Team Leader of the Butler Snow’s Data Security and 
Privacy Team. Melody regularly advises businesses on privacy and data security issues, 
including responding to data breaches involving state and federal laws, development and 
implementation of information security and incident response plans, data breach liability and 
best practices for corporate governance of information security, and cyber insurance policies, 
coverage, endorsements and exclusions. She is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, recognized by 
Mid-South Super Lawyers® in business litigation, and Top Rated Lawyer in Commercial 
Litigation by The American Lawyer and Corporate Counsel. She is a member of the American 
Bar Association’s Privacy and Data Security Committee and Information Security Committee. 



Melody obtained her J.D. from Mississippi College, cum laude, where she was editor-in-chief of 
Law Review. She is admitted to the Tennessee and Mississippi State Bars, the U.S. District 
Courts for the Western, Middle and Eastern Districts of Tennessee, the Northern and Southern 
Districts of Mississippi, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth and Sixth Circuits and the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 
 
 


