
Personal Information 
Name: JB Smiley Jr. 
Firm: Smiley & Associates, PLLC 
Address: 5116 Raleigh Lagrange Rd., Suite 31, 38134 
County: Shelby 
Email: jbsmileyjr@gmail.com 
Phone: 9012187218 
BPR: 34792 
Year Admitted to Practice: 2016 
Are You Currently Licensed to Practice Law: Yes 
Gender: Male 
Ethnicity: Black 
 

Your Political Profile 
Party Affiliation: Democrat 
If Other:  
 
What Type(s) of Office Are You Interested in? 
 
City Council:   
County Commission:   
Governor:   
County Mayor/Executive:   
School Board:  
State House:  
State Senate:  
U.S. House of Representatives:  
U.S. Senate:  
Other:   
Unsure: X 
 
Have you ever been a candidate for office before? 
Yes 
If so, please describe: 
Candidate for Shelby County Commission 2018 - Placed 2nd among 4 candidates 
 
Have you ever served as campaign staff before? 
Yes 
If so, please describe: 
Served as a poll worker in a state house race. Canvasser for a State house race 
 
 
 



Why do you want to run for office? 
My motivation to seek public office is multi-faceted. For starters, I envision myself bringing 
hope to a city that is heavily burden by poverty and crime. It is obvious that the two are 
intertwined, however, we fail to adequately address this issue. It is my goal to bring economic 
opportunity to the areas of my county that are economically disadvantaged. Additionally, my 
generation ( millennial)  does not vote in large numbers, and I believe it has a lot to do with the 
fact that our elected officials only target the issues that concern our more seasoned voters.Be 
that as it may, I would like to play a role in bringing about change in this area. Notwithstanding 
the importance of the above issues, at some point we have to address the inadequacies of our 
money bail system and the fact that it oftentimes lead to further hopelessness of a people who 
are already lacking means. It is my hope that my skills as an attorney and life experiences as a 
product of Memphis, Tennessee can put the people of Shelby County in a much better position. 
 
What makes you an ideal leader for your community? 
I have attended schools and frequented neighborhoods all across Shelby County, from the inner 
city to the suburbs. My diverse upbringing and skills make me an ideal leader for Shelby County. 
Equally important is my willingness to not only listen but also to do whatever I can to be sure 
that issues are being addressed and needs met. The most effective leader, actually cares about 
the people he or she serves. Without reservation, one of the reasons I resigned from my law 
firm in Little Rock and relocated back to Memphis, was that I truly wanted to make a difference 
and bring about a positive change in the place I call home--Shelby County.   

 


