
Personal Information 
Name: Jeffrey Usman 
Firm: Belmont University College of Law 
Address: 8129 Poplarwood Lane, 37221 
County: Davidon 
Email: Jeffrey.Usman@belmont.edu 
Phone: 615-513-2422 
BPR: 23068 
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Are You Currently Licensed to Practice Law: Yes 
Gender: Male 
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Your Political Profile 
Party Affiliation: Republican 
 
What Type(s) of Office Are You Interested in? 
 
City Council:   
County Commission:   
Governor:   
County Mayor/Executive:   
School Board:  
State House: X 
State Senate: X 
U.S. House of Representatives:  
U.S. Senate:  
Other: X Judicial  
Unsure:  
 
Have you ever been a candidate for office before? 
No 
If so, please describe: 
 
Have you ever served as campaign staff before? 
No 
If so, please describe: 
 
Why do you want to run for office? 
The politics of 2018 occurs at a rapid non-reflective pace and at the volume of a shout.  Having 
arrived at a moment in history born of technological innovation that has helped to create 
communications and information revolutions, people can access more information and explore 
more perspectives, thoughts, and ideas than ever before in human history.  Through the 



wonders of social media an ordinary person can communicate with enormous audiences in a 
way that would have been inconceivable to earlier generations.  And yet in politics, we are not 
becoming broadened in our outlooks but instead increasingly narrow.  Amid the cacophony 
voices, people have stopped listening.  Or at least they are not listening to those who are not 
part of their political tribe.  The rapidity, the loudness, and the tribalism of our politics is a 
producing a disturbing blindness than runs in diametric opposition to good governance. 
 
James Madison offered good advice for policymakers of any era with his observation that 
"facts, instead of assertions and conjectures" should drive policy formation.  The rapidity, the 
shout, and the tribalism of 2018 politics are incubators for producing assertions and 
conjectures.  These aspects of contemporary politics lead to an ideological blindness than can 
disconnect people from real world implications and results.  This is especially unfortunate 
because one of the great strengths of American representative government has been the 
pragmatism of its leaders, pursuing means and methods that work.  Ideology properly 
employed can provide a useful compass and a source of innovation and creative problem 
solving. Ideology improperly employed can, however, become blinding, obscuring truth and 
undermining progress.  While not new, this problem has reached epidemic proportions in the 
present.  
 
I think our politics would benefit from some voices that speak slower and softer and who listen, 
and truly hear, across political divides.  I think our politics would benefit from more leader who 
help to reduce barriers by focusing on shared goals and pragmatic approaches for 
accomplishing these ends.  I think I can be part of this solution rather than expanding our 
societal divisions. 
 
What makes you an ideal leader for your community? 
I believe the inherent dignity of every person.  Genuine care and concern for the community 
springs from that foundation.  Without that north star, it becomes too easy to become lost in 
other pursuits in a political realm.  With it, one has a compass that is properly aligned.  The 
belief in the inherent dignity of each person also makes me a good listener.  Too many people 
participate in conversations so that they can speak at others.  Too many people simply want to 
share their stories, their experiences, their challenges, their successes, etc.  If you do not listen, 
then you cannot hear others sharing their stories, their experiences, their challenges, and their 
successes.  And one of the most rewarding experiences in life is coming to understand another 
person.  If you listen to enough people for a long enough time and give them sufficient 
attention, you start to see the barriers produced by the pace, the loudness, and tribalism of our 
politics effaced.  It is there that you can start to see commonalities emerge, and there where 
opportunities for reducing the divisiveness of our current politics in favor of real world results 
begin to emerge. 
 


