
Personal Information 
Name: John Anderson 
Firm: Self/Anderson Law Office 
Address: 126 Scenic Circle, 38351 
County: Henderson 
Email: jaaattorney@gmail.com 
Phone: 7313077744 
BPR: 23475 
Year Admitted to Practice: 2004 
Are You Currently Licensed to Practice Law: Yes 
Gender: Male 
Ethnicity: White 
 

Your Political Profile 
Party Affiliation: Republican 
 
What Type(s) of Office Are You Interested in? 
 
City Council: X  
County Commission: X  
Governor:   
County Mayor/Executive: X  
School Board:  
State House: X 
State Senate:  
U.S. House of Representatives:  
U.S. Senate:  
Other:   
Unsure: X 
 
Have you ever been a candidate for office before? 
Yes 
If so, please describe: 
Currently, I am a candidate for Henderson County Commission, District 6.  I was elected in a 
contested Republican primary of 4 candidates (for 2 seats) in a vastly Republican county.  No 
Democrats, Independents or Write-Ins have qualified, so the August 2 election is uncontested 
for practical purposes. 
 
Have you ever served as campaign staff before? 
Yes 
If so, please describe: 
Infomally, I assumed primary responsibility for the Social Media arm of my Mother's successful 
City School Board in the City of Lexington (population ca. 6000).  Very low-budget affair, but my 



Mother defeated an incumbent for one of the at-large Board of Education seats in a fairly 
strongly contested campaign. 
 
I also conducted almost the entirety of my County Commission campaign.  Door-to-door 
campaigning, social media, public appearances, printing and stuffing envelopes, sign placement 
and in-person tent presence on the day of election. 
 
Why do you want to run for office? 
 
In early life I developed an admiration for, and sense of duty towards, public service that is still 
with me.  Campaigns and political activities of friends and family in local politics were the basis 
for these ideals.  As I aged, I made frequent trips to the Capital and Nashville with school and 
family, once served as Paige in the State House and toured the State Capital with a former 
Lieutenant Governor.  There was also a general reverence in my family for good politicians and 
an understanding that aspiration to public service was a noble endeavor.  All of these early 
influences manifested as frequent campaigns for offices in my high school and college years.  In 
high school, I campaigned and won elections for positions in class offices and on the Student 
Council.  Then, in college, I campaigned and lost a bid for a campus office, but was later elected 
as Worthy Chaplain by members of my Fraternity.  In law school, I campaigned and won a seat 
on the Law School’s Student Bar Association, was elected as Student Senator on the Student 
Government Association and was named interim President of the Graduate Student 
Association.  After Law School, my interest in politics was still strong, but the hyper-polarization 
of politics and the evolving nature of my personal political philosophy kept me from being 
actively involved in the campaign.  However, in more recent years, I have developed a clearer 
idea of my own values and received loads of encouragement from friends, family and 
community to seek a bid for public office.  I believe I have a broad range of life experience, I am 
open-minded to new ideas and believe our government needs people with both of these 
qualities.  I also, personally, have strong beliefs in free market economics and individual liberty 
that I believe are underrepresented in today’s political environment.  And, finally, I believe the 
people of my home county and rural West Tennessee need capable leadership that can 
advocate for their interests and I believe I have capabilities to do just that. Those are the 
reasons I want to run for office. 
 
What makes you an ideal leader for your community? 
 
First, I have a deep understanding of the community.  I was born and raised in Henderson 
County and most all of my direct ancestors were residing in this area since the 1840s.  I'm 
pretty well versed in County History and my family members have been active in community 
activities and leadership for as long as I can remember.  Second, my education and life 
experience give me an understanding and awareness of things outside the community that 
bring a fresh perspective to my community.  Notwithstanding my University of Tennessee 
bachelor's degree and Law School education, I have lived 3+ years each in Knoxville, Memphis 
and Jackson.  I have seen community activities and initiatives succeed and fail in other, more 
developed areas and I can share that witness with my community as example.  Third, I have 



manifested experience in leadership positions.  In addition to seeking election to the County 
Commission and many offices during my School Years, I have also served as board member for 
Henderson County CASA and Henderson County Foster Care Review Board. I Was Vice 
President, and then President, of the local Exchange Club.  I currently sit on the Board of 
Directors for the Henderson County Chamber of Commerce, am Chair of the Chamber of 
Commerce's Events Committee and have graduated from the Leadership Henderson County 
program.  Fourth, and finally, I have already received community support to be placed in a 
leadership role.  My current campaign as County Commissioner was successful in the 
Republican Primary.  As a first-time candidate in the primary, I was running against two 
incumbents and a former local Alderman and Mayoral candidate.  Not only did I receive the 
most votes in the Primary, but I received more votes than any other County Commission 
candidate in the Republican Primary (24 candidates total for 14 positions- 2 seats in each 7 
districts).  I believe all of these characteristics would support my efforts to be involved in 
community leadership. 
 

 


