
October 2011

Letter from the Chair

Dear T.B.A. Juvenile & Children’s Law Section Member:

We missed you at our section meeting at this past T.B.A. Convention in
Chattanooga, but we’ll look forward to your participation and support in the
coming year.

The Juvenile & Children’s Law Section enjoyed a busy year in 2010-11. If
anything, I’d anticipate there’ll be even more opportunities for advocacy in
the area of juvenile justice and children’s law in the coming year.

There are going to be challenges as well. Budgetary constraints and fiscal
uncertainty are going to have their impact upon juvenile justice. The extent
of that impact is, to some degree, up to us. I think we all have some sense
of the importance of providing quality representation in matters affecting
Tennessee’s children. We, operating through the legal system, often dictate
where a child will be raised…whether a child will be
institutionalized….whether a child will be protected from familial
abuse….and even if a child will have a relationship with his/her parents.
Powerful stuff, indeed!

The Juvenile & Children’s Law Section has enjoyed growth in membership
over the past few years. There appear to be more and more attorneys with
a passion for work in these areas.

I encourage you all to join in our meetings and to use the Juvenile &
Children’s Law Section listserve. The more communication….the more
participation we have from our excellent members… the better our section
functions. I’m open for input from you. Call me…fax me…e-mail
me...Facebook me if that’s your thing. I’d love to hear from you concerning
your views for the direction we might take in the coming year.

Truly Yours,
Carl E. Seely 
Attorney at Law
2010-‘11 Juvenile and Children’s Law Chair

Attorneys with an interest in juvenile law are needed
to serve on the Court Improvement Committee of the
Joint Task Force on Children's Justice and Child Sexual
Abuse

The Task Force, which is comprised of volunteer members from across the
state who represent a variety of disciplines, meets in Nashville on a
quarterly basis. Task Force members are mandated to undertake a
comprehensive review and evaluation of the law, policy and the
investigative, administrative and judicial handling of cases of child abuse
and neglect, and to make training and policy recommendation. Task Force
members also advise and assist Tennessee State Departments: Children’s
Services, Education, Health, Mental Health/Developmental Disabilities, and
Human Services; child advocates, service providers; law enforcement, and
the judiciary in carrying out their duties related to child protection and
responding to child abuse and neglect. Additionally, Task Force members
participate in developing a state plan on a biannual basis, which is provided
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to the general assembly, appropriate committees and the governor
documenting their assessment (review, evaluation, and recommendations).

Frequently asked questions, a list of members, and other helpful information
can be found at https://www.sworps.tennessee.edu/children/jtf/jtf.html. If
you have questions about the Task Force, or would like to express an
interest in joining, please contact Court Improvement Committee Chair Rae
Anne Seay, Attorney with the Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee and the
Cumberlands, at 931-381-5533, x-115 or at rseay@las.org.

Tennessee Youth Court: Where You Headed

To a strong dance beat and tight positive rhyme, hip-hop artists begin the
day at the Youth Summit: Empowering Youth Beyond the Moment, sponsored
by the Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth. Executive Director,
Linda O’Neal welcomed some 200 youth and adults to a day filled with
opportunities to learn and have fun.

Throughout the day the attendees were treated with a presentation from
Rachel’s Promise and sessions on Bullying Prevention, Youth Violence and
Suicide, and Gang Awareness.

In addition to the above, there was one youth-led session on Legal Issues.
This was the session on the Tennessee Youth Courts Program. Youth
volunteers from the Sumner County and Wilson County Teen Courts
presented information on the Tennessee Youth Court Program. Youth courts,
also known as teen, peer, and student courts are an alternative to the
traditional juvenile court system. Youth courts offer the youthful first-
offender, who admits guilt to a relatively nonviolent offense, an opportunity
to make amends and reconnect with his/her community. Teen-aged youth
court volunteers make sentencing recommendations that will enable the
teen offender to reconnect with their community through community
service, while learning skills that will enable the first-offender to avoid
poor decision-making in the future.

Sumner and Wilson County teen youth court volunteers shared information
about their experiences. And, the Wilson County volunteers led a live
demonstration, including audience participants, of the Peer Jury Model used
in the Wilson County Teen Court.

Special thanks go to Tammy Lee, Coordinator, and Nancy Wright, adult
volunteer with the Sumner County Teen Court and Linda Schenk,
Coordinator of the Wilson County Teen Court for their assistance in putting
together the presentation and for transporting the youth volunteers.

Interested in a youth court program in your community? Please contact
Denise D. Bentley, statewide coordinator for the Tennessee Youth Court
Program, at dbentley@tnbar.org. The Tennessee Youth Court Program is an
initiative of the Tennessee Bar Association through the Tennessee Legal
Community Foundation, their nonprofit arm. This project is funded under an
agreement with the state of Tennessee. Youth courts are a model program
of the U. S. Department of Justice Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention.
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