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Raised during the volatile Civil Rights era, a young South Carolinian was drawn to the legal 
profession by the people leading his community to a better place.

William Hubbard, the current president of the American Bar Association, says he was 
influenced by those problem solvers who just so happened to be lawyers.

“It wasn’t so much the fascination with law per se as it was about respect for the people in 
the community who were lawyers,” Hubbard says.

Hubbard remained in South Carolina for both his undergraduate and law degree, graduating 
from the University of South Carolina in 1974 with a bachelor’s in history and a juris 
doctorate in 1977.

He served as a law clerk for Judge Robert Chapman of the U.S. District Court for the District 
of South Carolina and eventually joined Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP in Columbia, 
South Carolina where he is now a partner.

With a list of accolades, accomplishments and honors lengthy enough to comprise its own 
book, some of Hubbard’s standout achievements include being the chair of the board of 
directors for The World Justice Project, member of the council of the American Law 
Institute, a two-year stint as the chair of the ABA House of Delegates and a recipient of the 
governor of South Carolina’s highest civilian award – the Order of the Palmetto. To say the 
list goes on is a slight understatement.

Hubbard’s main area of practice is business litigation and he handles everything from 
workers compensation, medical malpractice amd commercial litigation to the energy sector. 
He is permitted to practice in South Carolina, District of Columbia, United States Supreme 
Court, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth 
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Circuit, U.S. District Court for the District of South Carolina, U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit and U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit.

Having a career that spans decades, Hubbard says he has witnessed many changes since 
his start, one of the biggest being the increase in pace.

“The old days you would write a letter and you’d put it in the post and you’d go on to 
something else and you’d hear back from somebody in 10 days or two weeks,” Hubbard 
says. “You are peppered now everyday with demands for information and advice. It just 
means you have to be on all the time. The good side of that is you can keep things moving 
and get more done. Information is more readily accessible.”

Hubbard’s agenda as president is clearly impacted by his early exposure to the 
desegregation movement and his drive to provide legal access to everyone.

And he plans to accomplish that goal by modernizing the profession, lowering costs, 
breaking down barriers and encouraging attorneys to rethink the way legal services are 
delivered.

“We are trying to solve this anomaly where we have this capacity, young lawyers coming 
out of law school, they want to do work,” Hubbard says. “There’s this latent market for legal 
service, essentially people who are less fortunate, and more and more people in the middle 
class and the moderate income class don’t have access to these services. If you have that 
gap you have to ask yourself, maybe our model needs reform. Maybe we need a new 
delivery mechanism so we can take the talent and capacity and match it to the folks that 
really need those services.”

One of the tools the ABA plans to implement nationwide to rectify the inequality, was 
produced right here in Tennessee.

Online TNJustice, created in 2011 as a joint venture between the Tennessee Alliance for 
Legal Services and the Tennessee Bar Association, is the modern version of a walk-in legal 
clinic.

The website allows people to ask legal questions in a private forum and volunteer lawyers 
then provide free legal advice.

Other states in the U.S. have already implemented similar sites. At May’s Equal Justice 
Conference in Austin, Texas, the ABA’s Standing Committee on Pro Bono and Public Service 
approved a proposal to start a national website based on the Tennessee model.

“It’s those kinds of programs that we are really emphasizing this year,” Hubbard says. 
“We’ve created a commission on the Future of Legal Services and we’re looking at programs 
like online TNJustice as a way forward. We need to make sure we bridge this justice gap in 
our country.”

While the legal profession still needs to play a bit of catch up to the modern era, Hubbard 
recently had the privilege of traveling to Runnymede, England to celebrate the 800th 
anniversary of a document still pertinent in today’s legal system. Hubbard helped rededicate 
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the ABA’s monument that honors the Magna Carta. Hubbard met with Queen Elizabeth and 
Prime Minister David Cameron and was escorted to the monument by Princess Anne.

“More important than the celebration itself was for 800 years now there’s been a parchment 
that annunciated some principals that are still valid today, that still guide us,” Hubbard says. 
“The idea that you cannot sell justice, the idea that people are entitled to due process under 
law, all that comes from Magna Carta and it’s essential to our constitutional guarantees and 
freedoms of the United States.”
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