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Memphis Law BLSA Chapter Honors Eight African-American 
Graduates from Class of 2013 at Kenneth Maurice Cox Reception  

 

Memphis, TN – The Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law Black Law Students Association (BLSA) 
recently honored eight African- American law students at The Kenneth Maurice Cox Donning of the 
Kente Ceremony.  This Ceremony recognizes each graduating BLSA member for their contribution to the 
law school’s academic, cultural, and professional environments.  This ceremony is named in honor of one 
of the law school’s first African-American graduates, Kenneth Maurice Cox.  

There is a photo accompanying this release which features each of this year’s honorees. The honorees are 
from left, William Terrell, II; Laura Smittick-James; Courtney Smith; Shalondra Pickford; Angela Harris; 
and Kenneth Walker, II.  Not pictured are law school graduates Natasha Wells and Thomas Williams. 

Each of these students graduated May 12th, 2013 at the Cannon Center for the Performing Arts. 

The National Black Law Students Association (BLSA) is the nation’s largest student-run organization 
representing nearly 6,000 minority law students from over 200 chapters and affiliates throughout the 
United States.  Since its foundation in 1966, BLSA has been seeking to promote the professional needs of 
African-American and minority law students by promoting professional competence and increasing 
awareness of the needs of the community. 

The Benjamin L. Hooks Chapter of BLSA at the Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law is devoted to 
providing opportunities and benefits for students and the community. BLSA provides its members with 
professional networking and mentorships, study tips and aids, social events, and the opportunity to 
participate in community service/pro bono activities. In addition, our Thurgood Marshall Mock Trial 
Team and Frederick Douglass Moot Court Team continue to succeed and compete in the Southern Region 
of BLSA’s competitions, as well in the national competitions. BLSA makes it a point to be available and 
accessible to all students, not solely African-American students. 

The Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law is fully accredited by the American Bar Association and is a 
member of the Association of American Law Schools, the most important society for legal education in 
the United States.  Graduates of the Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law include judges, other public 
servants, and leading practitioners in the Mid-South and throughout the nation.  For more information, 
please visit www.memphis.edu/law. 
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