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Presidential Memo Could Impact 
Legal Aid for East Tennesseans 

President Barack Obama has issued a Presidential Memorandum establishing the White House 
Legal Aid Interagency Roundtable (LAIR).  Originally conceived in 2012 by the Department of 
Justice’s Office for Access to Justice, LAIR is comprised of 20 federal agencies working 
together “to help the most vulnerable and underserved among us.” 

In the memorandum, President Obama states, “The majority of Americans who come to court do 
so without legal aid. They may be left by their economic circumstances to face life-altering 
events -- such as losing a home or custody of children, or escaping domestic violence or elder 
abuse -- on their own.”  The memorandum makes permanent the effort across 20 government 
agencies to increase access to civil legal services for low-income persons. 

In East Tennessee, more than 340,000 residents qualify for federally-funded civil legal aid.  But 
services are limited to only about 10% of that number due to limited funding.  “In 1981, the 26 
counties now covered by LAET had 81 legal aid lawyers funded by the federal Legal Services 
Corporation (LSC),” says David R. Yoder, LAET Executive Director.  “Due to Congressional 
appropriations cuts since then, there are sufficient funds to employ only 21 legal aid attorneys.  
This is in spite of LAET securing approximately 40 additional funding sources, including 11 
local United Ways.” 

According to the memorandum, federal programs as operated by the 20 agencies may more 
readily achieve their goals if they include legal aid among the range of services they provide.  
The Presidential Memorandum may be viewed online at https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-
office/2015/09/24/presidential-memorandum-establishment-white-house-legal-aid-interagency. 

For more information, contact LAET’s Johnson City office at (423) 928-8311, Knoxville office 
at (865) 637-0484, or Chattanooga office at (423) 756-4013. 

Legal Aid of East Tennessee’s mission is to ensure justice for elderly, abused, and low-income people by providing a 
broad scope of civil legal assistance and advocacy.  LAET serves eligible persons in 26 counties through offices in 
Chattanooga, Cleveland, Knoxville, Johnson City, Maryville, and Morristown. 


