
Faculty Biographies 
 
Judge Joseph Binkley, Jr  
Is the judge for the 5th Circuit Court for the 20th Judicial District serving Davidson County, 
Tennessee.  

Judge Binkley practiced law in Nashville as a solo practitioner for 39 years (1969-2008). While 
practicing law, Judge Binkley shared office space with his father (Joe Binkley, Sr.) and his 
brother (Michael W. Binkley). He was appointed to the Fifth Circuit Court in April 2008 by 
Governor Phil Bredesen and was elected by popular vote in August 2008. He is a member of the 
Nashville and Tennessee Bar Associations and the Tennessee Trial Lawyers Association. He is a 
Fellow of the Tennessee Bar Foundation as well as a Fellow of the Nashville Bar Association. He 
is also a Master of the Bench of the Harry Phillips American Inn of Court. 

Judge Chris Craft 
Is a criminal court judge for the Shelby County Criminal Court Division VIII in the Thirtieth 
Judicial District of Tennessee. He was appointed to the court by former Governor Ned 
McWherter in 1994 and was elected in 1996. Craft was most recently re-elected without 
opposition in 2006 and 2014. His current term expires in 2022.  

 
Deborah Fisher  
Is director of MTSU’s John Seigenthaler Chair of Excellence in First Amendment Studies. She 
brings more than two decades of experience as a journalist to help the College of Media and 
Entertainment expand national awareness of First Amendment issues. 

The Seigenthaler Chair supports a variety of activities related to the First Amendment, free 
speech, free press rights and other topics of concern for contemporary journalism. This has 
included distinguished visiting professors and visiting lecturers at MTSU, research related to 
free expression, seminars and meetings dedicated to expressive freedom and hands-on training 
for student journalists through the Seigenthaler News Service. 

Fisher spent more than 25 years as a reporter and editor. After graduating from Baylor 
University, she worked in newspapers in Tyler, Beaumont and Corpus Christi, Texas. In Corpus 
Christi, she was editor and vice president, after rising through the ranks as business reporter 
and as an editor on the city desk. She became The Tennessean’s business editor in 2003, and in 
2007 was promoted to senior editor for news. In 2013, Fisher became executive director of 
Tennessee Coalition for Open Government, a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that provides 
education on the state’s public records and open meetings laws. 

 

 



Jeremy Finley 
Is the chief investigative reporter for the News 4 I-Team. He specializes in investigations into 
political corruption, criminal activity and waste of taxpayer money. 
Jeremy’s investigations have resulted in multiple criminal charges and guilty pleas, TBI and 
district attorney investigations, new state laws, the resignation of one of the highest paid 
elected officials in Nashville, a $1 million payout to the victims of a nationwide company 
scamming the sick and uninsured, and the discovery of missing girls. 
The Nashville Scene wrote that Jeremy is “no stranger to blockbuster expose’s.” He was the first 
to expose the “unintended acceleration” in Toyota vehicles, which ultimately led to one of the 
largest recall of automobiles in the nation’s history and Congressional hearings in which his 
investigations were included. 
It's his investigations into elected officials which prompted the Nashville Post to call him a 
watchdog for exposing corrupt politicians. After Jeremy exposed an elected official lounging in 
his bathrobe while claiming to be a meeting, the Nashville Scene called the story, “a 
devastatingly effective expose ... a piece that has already become part of Nashville's political 
folklore.” 
Jeremy’s undercover work has repeatedly exposed thieves and scam artists in action, resulting 
in guilty pleas. In one notable case, he and a News 4 I-Team photojournalist found runaway girls 
hiding in the home of a man accused of squatting in a foreclosed home. The girls were then 
located by police and the man pleaded guilty to harboring runaways. 
Jeremy is the two-time recipient of the IRE award, one of the highest honors in investigative 
journalism. He received the honors from Investigative Reporters and Editors for his stories 
exposing mistakes made by government agencies during 2010 flood that swamped downtown 
Nashville, and for his contributions to the News 4 I-Team's investigations that exposed the 
corruption in former Judge Casey Moreland's courts. He’s also been named as a finalist for the 
IRE award three times, received a national Emmy nomination for investigative reporting, and 
won a national Headliner award in 2018 for investigative reporting. 
He’s also received fourteen Midsouth Emmys, four Edward R. Murrow awards and multiple first 
place honors from the Associated Press. In 2016, he was named the journalist of the year by the 
AP, and was named the best large market TV reporter in Tennessee in 2013. 
 
Glenn Funk  
Is a veteran trial attorney with 29 years of experience in the courtroom, serving as a special 
prosecutor, an assistant district attorney, a public defender and an attorney in private practice. 
He was sworn in as District Attorney General of the 20th Judicial District by Gov. Bill Haslam in 
2014, becoming Davidson County’s 36th District Attorney and only the third since 1966. Funk 
believes in public service, fairness and justice for all and is committed to making our community 
safe, standing up for what is right and giving victims the justice they deserve. He holds degrees 
from Wake Forest University and the University of Mississippi School of Law. 
 
Ronald G. Harris  
Is a Member at Neal Harwell in Nashville. His principal area of practice is civil litigation, with a 
substantial part devoted to commercial and business disputes. His litigation experience includes 
libel and defamation cases, product liability matters, bad faith and other insurance coverage 



cases, business torts, non-competition litigation, contractual disputes, construction disputes 
and employment issues. Harris holds degrees from Vanderbilt University Law School and the 
University of Arkansas. 
 
Robb Harvey 
Is a trial lawyer and practices primarily in the areas of intellectual property, media and 
entertainment, franchise and commercial litigation. For nearly 30 years, Robb has litigated on 
behalf of franchisors, covering areas including terminations, trademarks, RICO and tax.  He has 
successfully resolved scores of lawsuits for franchisors including the Shoney’s, Lee’s Famous 
Recipe and Servpro Industries systems.  
 
Richard Hollow  
Is an attorney with 55 years of experience. He focuses his practice primarily on commercial, 
communications & media, health care, insurance, general practice, personal injury and 
defective & dangerous products. In his distinguished career, Hollow has served on the faculty 
for both the University of Tennessee College of Law and College of Communications. He also 
clerked for the Honorable Hamilton Burnett, Chief Justice of the Tennessee Supreme Court and 
served as an assistant attorney general for Knox County. 
 
Daniel A. Horwitz 
Is a constitutional lawyer practicing in Nashville, Tennessee. He is the recipient of the 2018 
Harris Gilbert Award from the Tennessee Bar Association and a nationally renowned impact 
litigator.  Horwitz has also been recognized by the American Bar Association as one of the top 
40 young lawyers in the United States.   

Horwitz is a graduate of Cornell University and Vanderbilt Law School.  He is admitted to 
practice law in every court in Tennessee as well as the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth, Sixth, 
Seventh and Eleventh Circuits.  A former judicial law clerk for the Tennessee Supreme Court, 
Horwitz’s award-winning legal scholarship has appeared in numerous law journals including the 
Harvard Latino Law Review, the University of Memphis Law Review, the Tennessee Journal of 
Law and Policy, the SMU Science and Technology Law Review, the Tennessee Bar Journal, and 
the Nashville Bar Journal.  His work has also been cited in several other legal and popular 
publications including the Washington Post, NPR, the Associated Press, the American Bar 
Association Journal, Forbes, the Nashville Business Journal, The Tennessean, the Nashville Post, 
The Memphis Commercial Appeal, The Nashville Scene, Slate, and in multiple pleadings filed 
before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Horwitz’s law practice consists primarily of speech defense, criminal and civil 
appeals, constitutional litigation, amicus curiae representation, criminal record expungement, 
and representing victims of crime.  He is also a sitting member of the Tennessee Advisory 
Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights and an active member of numerous 
community organizations in Nashville including the Amicus Curiae Committee of the Tennessee 
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (TACDL), which regularly handles appeals before the 
Tennessee Supreme Court on behalf of TACDL’s membership. 



 

Justin Joy 
Is a shareholder in the Memphis office of the law firm Lewis, Thomason, King, Krieg & Waldrop, 
P.C.  In addition to a range of experience in litigation and business law matters, Justin heads up 
Lewis Thomason’s cybersecurity practice group.  He provides counsel to clients in the area of 
information privacy and cybersecurity including security incident investigation, development of 
security awareness programs, policy review and drafting, cyber risk management, insurance 
policy coverage consultation and breach response management.  Specifically in the area of 
healthcare, Justin counsels covered entities on a variety of matters pertaining to HIPAA Privacy 
Rule, Security Rule, and Breach Notification Rule compliance.  

He is a Certified Information Privacy Professional/US (CIPP/US) through the International 
Association of Privacy Professionals.  Justin speaks frequently to groups and organizations on 
the topic of information privacy and cybersecurity at a variety of events.  He is a 2001 graduate 
of Wake Forest University and holds a law and MBA degree from the University of Memphis. 

Paul McAdoo 
Is a partner at Aaron & Sanders PLLC where his practice is focused on media law, trademarks, 
copyrights and business litigation. McAdoo began his career in Florida with a litigation firm 
before opening his own firm in Michigan. He has extensive experience in both state and federal 
courts at the trial and appellate levels. McAdoo is a member of the TBA's Communication 
Section's Executive Committee and the former co-chair of the ABA's Forum on Communications 
Law's Training & Development Committee. He is also an adjunct professor of Media Law at 
Middle Tennessee State University and frequent author and speaker on media law issues. 
 
Jack McElroy  
Is the Former Executive Director of the Knoxville News Sentinel. He grew up in Tucson, Arizona, 
where he attended the University of Arizona, earning a bachelor's degree in English in 1975. His 
first newspaper job was as a reporter in the small Mexican border town of Douglas, Arizona.  
 
In 1977, he joined The Albuquerque Tribune in New Mexico as a reporter. He worked there 14 
years, ultimately as managing editor. While in Albuquerque, he earned a master's degree in 
management at the University of New Mexico.  
 
In 1991, McElroy moved to the Rocky Mountain News in Denver, Colorado. He worked there 10 
years and was managing editor when the Columbine High School shootings occurred. The 
newspaper was awarded a Pulitzer Prize for its photo coverage of the event.  
 
McElroy was appointed editor of the Knoxville News Sentinel in November 2001. During his 
tenure at the News Sentinel, the newspaper has twice won the national Associated Press Media 
Editors First Amendment Award for work advancing freedom of information. He is a founding 
board member of the Tennessee Coalition for Open Government and past president of the 
Tennessee Press Association.  



 
 
Charles Naftalin  
Is a Washington, D.C. attorney whose practice primarily focuses on telecommunications law. 
Naftalin has broad experience throughout this industry, including with commercial television 
and radio broadcasters, interexchange, local exchange and international telecommunications 
services providers via fiber optic cable, microwave and satellite, nonprofit public interest 
groups, mobile marine radio common carriers and state and municipal governments. Naftalin 
regularly speaks at professional conferences and provides continuing legal education on aspects 
of telecommunications. He has also devoted time to educational institutions, assisting with 
fund raising efforts for the Charles Wright Academy and Cascades Academy, also serving as a 
Maryland area representative for The Hill School. He holds degrees from Oberlin College and 
the Seattle University School of Law. 
 
 
Lucian T. Pera 
Is a partner with the Memphis office of Adams and Reese LLP. His practice includes civil trial 
work, including commercial litigation and media law. He counsels and represents lawyers, law 
firms and others on questions of legal ethics and the professional responsibility of lawyers. Pera 
served for five years on the ABA “Ethics 2000” Commission, which rewrote the ABA Model 
Rules of Professional Conduct. From 1995 through 2009, he led the Tennessee Bar Association 
Standing Committee on Ethics and Professional Responsibility. Under his leadership, the 
committee developed and successfully proposed to the Tennessee Supreme Court new legal 
ethics rules for Tennessee based on the ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduct, chaired the 
editorial board of the ABA/BNA Lawyers’ Manual on Professional Conduct, has served as 
president of the Association of Professional Responsibility Lawyers and serves as a member of 
the Advisory Board for the Miller-Becker Institute for Professional Responsibility of the 
University of Akron. He is also the immediate past Treasurer of the American Bar Association, a 
former member of its Board of Governors and Executive Committee and has served in the 
House of Delegates since 1990. Pera is an honors graduate of Princeton University and 
Vanderbilt University School of Law. 
 
 
Douglas Pierce 
is a Partner in the Litigation Section of King & Ballow in Nashville, Tennessee. His practice areas 
are Litigation, Employment Law, and First Amendment Law. 

Doug received his undergraduate degree at Morehead State University and his law degree from 
the University of Tennessee, where he graduated with honors and was Assistant Editor and 
Associate Editor of the Tennessee Law Review. Before attending law school, he served three 
years as an officer in the U.S. Army. Doug was a Law Clerk to the Honorable Robert L. Taylor, 
U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Tennessee. 

Doug authored Updating Tennessee’s Public Records Law, Tennessee Bar Journal, Vol. 24, No. 
5. He has authored Open Courts in Tennessee: A Reporter’s Handbook and Limitations on 



Newsgathering: A Journalist’s Guide. He also is the Author of the Tennessee portion of the 
Open Government Guide published by the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press. He is 
Co-Author of the Sixth Circuit portions of the Media Law Resource Center’s annual 50 state 
surveys for Libel and Privacy.  He served on the Tennessee General Assembly's 2006-2007 Joint 
Study Committee on Open Government. 

For many years, Doug has been listed in the nationally recognized attorney peer rating book, 
The Best Lawyers in America. He was also elected as “Best of the Bar” by the Nashville Business 
Journal and listed by the Nashville Post as one of the “Best Lawyers in Nashville.” Doug has 
been awarded the Martindale-Hubbell peer review rating of "AV Preeminent," which is the 
highest level of professional excellence. He serves as one of King & Ballow’s two points of 
contact for Meritas, an international affiliation of law firms in 200 markets in the United States 
and worldwide. 

Doug is a member of the Nashville and Tennessee Bar Associations. He served for many years as 
President of the Tennessee Coalition for Open Government. He is General Counsel to the 
Tennessee Association of Broadcasters and to the American Advertising Federation-Nashville. 
He is a frequent speaker at seminars and training sessions on legal topics related to Media Law 
and Employment Law. 

 
Lee Pope  

Is Open Records Counsel in the Tennessee Comptroller ’s Office. Lee provides guidance and advice to 
Tennessee citizens and public officials regarding Tennessee’s open meetings and open records laws. 
Additionally, he promotes awareness of Tennessee’s public records and open meeting laws by 
performing presentations, issues advisory opinions, and mediates open records disputes. 

Lee joined the Comptroller’s Office after serving as Assistant Director and General Counsel for the 
Tennessee Emergency Communications Board. He also worked as an Assistant Attorney General in 
the Tennessee Attorney General’s Office. Prior to his career in state government, he practiced 
insurance defense and represented government entities in the Law 
Office of Harvey & Silvus in Clarksville. 

Lee is a graduate of the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. He received his law degree from 
Cleveland State University’s Cleveland-Marshall College of Law. Lee is currently a candidate for a 
Masters of Business Administration from Tennessee Technological University. 

Lee is certified as a Rule 31 mediator and is a member of the Tennessee and Nashville Bar 
Associations.  

Jamie Satterfield 
Is an award-winning investigative journalist with 30 years of experience in legal, police, crime and 
environmental reporting. She was recently awarded the Scripps Howard Foundation community 
journalism award for her work in exposing the poisoning of an entire disaster clean up work force in 



Kingston. She has appeared in dozens of crime documentaries and national news programs. She is a 
widow with two adult children, one of whom is a public defender in Knox County. 
 
Peter Strianse 
Is a trial lawyer who has tried numerous cases, both as a federal and State prosecutor and a 
defense lawyer —involving charges of drug trafficking, financial fraud, tax crimes, money 
laundering, corruption, racketeering, conspiracy, murder and sexual offenses. He routinely 
handles high-profile and sensitive matters for his clients and has represented elected officials, 
professional athletes, lawyers, coaches, educators, who have been charged with serious 
criminal offenses that received significant media attention and, in some instances, national. 
Strianse is a Fellow of the Nashville Bar Foundation and a Master in the Harry Phillips Inn of 
Court, an organization dedicated to the advancement of legal ethics and also served as a 
Hearing Committee member for the Tennessee Board of Professional Responsibility. He holds 
degrees from Auburn University and the University of Memphis School of Law. 
 
Judge Steven W. Sword 
Is a judge for the Knox County Criminal Court in the 6th Judicial District, which presides 
over Knox County, Tennessee. He was appointed by Governor Bill Haslamand assumed office 
on August 1, 2011. Sword was then elected to the court in 2012 and re-elected on August 7, 
2014. His current term ends in 2022.  

 
John P. Williams 
Has a diverse practice involving government relations and regulatory work, as well as litigation in 
state and federal courts. He represents clients on issues that involve compliance with local, state 
and federal environmental laws and rules. He appears frequently before state and local 
environmental boards and in state and federal courts on issues involving compliance with 
statutes and rules governing water, air, solid waste, and hazardous waste. 

John assists clients with the registration of their trademarks and copyrights in the U. S. Patent 
and Trademark Office and the U. S. Copyright Office, respectively. He also represents clients in 
trademark and copyright infringement matters, which often involve litigation in federal courts. 

John represents the firm's clients in other areas of litigation in state and federal court. He has 
handled cases under several federal statutes, including the Civil Rights Act, the Medicare statute, 
the Cable Piracy statute, and the Fair Labor Standards Act. He has represented clients in state 
court matters involving covenants not to compete, contract disputes, annexation disputes, 
easement and road disputes, defamation, and other business torts. 

Another area of John's practice involves the representation of health care organizations at the 
state legislature and before state regulatory boards. He has drafted legislation for those clients 
and lobbied it successfully to passage by the Tennessee General Assembly. 



In 2003 John was certified by the Tennessee Supreme Court's Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Commission as a mediator in the field of General Civil Mediation. 

John has contributed numerous articles to legal journals. He was honored by the Tennessee Bar 
Association in 2003 with the Justice Joseph W. Henry Award, presented annually to the author of 
the year's best article in the Tennessee Bar Journal. In 2005 he served as editor-in-chief of the 
Nashville Bar Journal. 

John is a member of the American, Tennessee, and Nashville Bar Associations and is a Fellow of 
the Nashville Bar Foundation. He is admitted to practice in Tennessee and in all the following 
federal courts: the U. S. District Courts for the Eastern, Middle, and Western Districts of 
Tennessee, the U. S. Courts of Appeals for the Fifth, Sixth, and Federal Circuits, and the U. S. 
Supreme Court. He holds an "AV" rating from Martindale-Hubbell. 

Phil Williams 
Is chief investigative reporter for WTVF, NewsChannel 5 in Nashville. He began his career as a 
print journalist, first for Florida Today, then for The Tennessean. There, he was a finalist for the 
Pulitzer Prize. He worked six years at WKRN, and he’s been at NewsChannel 5 for the last 20 
years. Phil is a three-time recipient of both the George Foster Peabody Award and the duPont 
Award, which are considered broadcasting’s equivalent of the Pulitzer Prize. 
 


