
Chapter 8.04 - DOGS 

8.04.010 - Definitions. 

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them by this section: 

At large. A dog is considered to be running “at large” when such dog is off the premises of the owner 
and not under the control of the owner, either by leash, cord, chain or otherwise; provided that a dog 
shall not be considered running “at large” when: 

A. The dog is off the premises of the owner, if such dog shall be accompanied by the owner and 
the owner shall have full command of such dog; or 

B. The dog is a hunting dog and is in chase or in training and accompanied by a responsible 
person. 

"Board of health" means the Metropolitan Board of Health of the Metropolitan Government of 
Nashville and Davidson County, Tennessee. 

"Department" means the Department of Health of the Metropolitan Government of Nashville and 
Davidson County, Tennessee, and shall include the board, agents, employees and activities. 

“Director” means the chief medical director or his designated representative. 

"Dog" means all members of the dog family, including both male and female. 

“Owner” means any person having a right of property in a dog, or who keeps or harbors a dog, or 
who has it in his care, or acts as its custodian, or who permits a dog to remain on or about any premises. 

"Vaccination" means the process whereby an animal is immunized against rabies using a vaccine 
and a technique approved by the board of health. 

(Prior code § 8-1-2)



8.04.020 - Rabies vaccination required. 

It is unlawful for any owner to keep, harbor or permit to remain on or about any premises any dog 

over six months of age which has not been vaccinated against rabies as required by the board of health. 

A certificate of such vaccination shall be issued by a licensed veterinarian duly authorized to administer 

such a vaccination, and such certificate shall be kept by the person who owns, keeps, harbors such dog, 

subject to the inspection of the chief medical director. The certificate of vaccination shall clearly identify 

the date by which re-vaccination is required. 

(Ord. BL2016-222 § 1, 2016, eff. 1-1-2017; prior code § 8-1-3)



8.04.090 - Confinement required—Female dogs in heat. 

Every owner of a female dog is required to confine the same during the time she is in heat. The 

confinement required by this section shall be such that other dogs may not get to the female dog. It is 

unlawful for any owner of a female dog not to so confine such dog as required by this section. 

(Prior code § 8-1-12.1)



8.04.100 - Confinement required—Animals suspected of having rabies. 

If any animal has bitten any person, or is suspected of having bitten any person, or is for any reason 

suspected of being infected with rabies, the department of health may cause the animal to be confined 

or isolated for such time as it is deemed necessary by the chief medical director to protect the safety of 

people and of property. Such confinement or isolation shall be ata place designated by the chief medical 

director. 

(Prior code § 8-1-12)



8.04.110 - Running at large prohibited—Seizure of animals. 

A. Any dog found running at large may be seized by the proper authorities of the health 

and police departments of the metropolitan government or, within the area of their respective 

jurisdiction, by employees of satellite cities who have been duly appointed to do same by the city 

manager or governing body of the satellite city. A dog is considered to be running at large when such 

dog is off the premises of the owner and not under the control of the owner, either by leash, cord, chain 

or otherwise; provided, that a dog shall not be considered running at large when the dog is off the 

premises of the owner if such dog shall be accompanied by the owner and the owner shall have full 

command of such dog or the dog is a hunting dog and is in chase or in training and accompanied bya 

responsible person. 

B. It is unlawful for any person to allow a dog belonging to him or under his control, or 

who keeps or harbors a dog, or who has it in his care, or acts as its custodian, or that may be habitually 

found on premises occupied by him, to run at large, and any such person whose dog is found to be 

running at large shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to the penalty and punishment set out in 

Title 1 of this code. 

C. When any person is charged with a violation of this section, the chief medical director, 

or his designated representative, is authorized to issue citations for such violations. When a citation is 

issued for a violation of this section, it shall be the duty of the metropolitan court in which such case 

is set for trial to try the same without the issuance or service of a warrant upon such defendant, 

provided the defendant has signed a waiver on such citation agreeing to come to court and waiving 

the issuance and service of a warrant upon him. 

D. The penalties for violation of this section shall be as follows: 

1. First Violation. The penalty for the first violation of this section shall be not less than 

fifty dollars per dog in violation. This penalty may be waived by the court upon proof in the 

form of a certificate from a licensed veterinarian verified by the metropolitan health 

department that each dog in violation has been spayed or neutered. 

2. Second Violation. The penalty for the second violation of this section shall be not 

less than seventy-five dollars for each dog in violation. 

3. Third Violation. The penalty for the third violation of this section shall be not less 

than one hundred and fifty dollars for each dog in violation. Further the court shall order that 

any outside area of the owner’s premises in which the dog or dogs may be kept shall be 

enclosed by a fence. 

4. Fourth Violation. The penalty for the fourth violation of this section shall be not less 

than two hundred dollars for each dog violation and the court shall order that any outside area



of the owner's premises in which the dog or dogs might be kept or placed even if on a 

temporary basis shall be enclosed by fencing that is verified as secure by the metropolitan 

health department. 

5. Fifth Violation, The penalty for the fifth violation of this section shall be a penalty of five 

hundred dollars and the dog or dogs shall be seized and impounded by the metropolitan health 

department, and shall not be released to the owner, and shall otherwise be disposed of in the manner 

provided by Section 8.04.140 of the Metropolitan Code of Law. 

(Ord. 99-1808 § 1, 1999; Ord. 89-995 § 3, 1989; prior code § 8-1-9)



8.04.180 - Removal of excrement. 

A dog owner shall clean up and remove any excrement left by his or her dog(s) on any public 

property or private property not owned or lawfully possessed by the dog owner. Violations of this 

section shall be punishable by a fifty-dollar fine. 

(Amdt. 1 with Ord. BL2004-302 § 1, 2004)



8.04.190 - Pet dogs in outdoor dining areas at restaurants. 

A. Definition of “pet dog." For purposes of this section, "pet dog" means a dog other than a 

service or guide dog assisting a person with a disability or a dog actually engaged in training to become 

a service or guide dog. 

B. Permit authorizing pet dogs in outdoor dining areas of restaurants. The owner or proprietor 

of any restaurant which maintains an outdoor dining area may apply to the department for a permit 

authorizing persons to allow pet dogs to be present upon the premises of the outdoor dining area 

subject to the following terms and conditions: 

1. All pet dogs brought upon the premises of a restaurant outdoor dining area shall have a 

current rabies vaccination and current license tag affixed to the dog’s collar as required by Chapter 

8.04 of the Metropolitan Code. 

2. No pet dog shall be present in the interior of any restaurant or in any area where food is 

prepared; 

3. The restaurant shall have the right to refuse to serve the owner of a pet dog if the owner 

fails to exercise reasonable control over the pet dog or the pet dog otherwise is behaving in a manner 

that compromises or threatens to compromise the health or safety of any person present in the 

restaurant; 

4. All restaurant employees shall wash their hands promptly after touching, petting or 

otherwise handling a pet dog. Employees shall be prohibited from touching, petting or otherwise 

handling pet dogs while serving food or beverages, or handling tableware, or before entering other 

parts of the public food service establishment; 

5. Employees and patrons shall be instructed that they shall not allow pet dogs to come into 

contact with serving dishes, utensils, tableware, linens, paper products or any other items involved in 

food service operations; 

6. Patrons shall keep their pet dogs on a non-retractable leash no longer than six feet at all 

times and keep their pet dogs under reasonable control; 

7. Pet dogs shall not be allowed on chairs, tables or other furnishings; 

8. Accidents involving pet dog waste shall be cleaned immediately and the area sanitized with 

an approved product. A kit with the appropriate materials for this purpose shall be kept near the 

designated outdoor area; 

9, A sign or signs reminding employees and patrons of the applicable rules shall be posted in 

a visible location upon the premises of the outdoor dining area.



10. Pet dogs shall not be permitted to travel through indoor or non-designated portions of the 

restaurant, and ingress and egress to the designated outdoor portions of the restaurant shall not 

require entrance into or passage through any indoor area of the restaurant. 

C. Permit fee. Any restaurant owner and/or proprietor wishing to obtain a permit authorizing 

pet dogs in outdoor dining areas shall complete an application form provided by the department and 

pay an annual permit fee in the amount of twenty dollars. The application shall request such 

information as deemed appropriate by the department, including, but not limited to, the names and 

contact information for at least one person responsible for management of the business during all 

hours when the business is open to the public. The application also shall contain a certification that 

the applicant is aware of all laws, ordinances, rules and regulations pertaining to permitting dogs to 

be in outdoor dining areas, together with an affirmative statement to be signed by the applicant 

verifying that the applicant shall abide by all such laws, ordinances, rules and regulations at all times. 

D. Any applicant/permittee shall fully cooperate with any governmental entity having 

responsibility for enforcement of Title 53, Chapter 1 of the Tennessee Code Annotated, and any other 

applicable statutes and ordinances. 

E. Enforcement. Obligations imposed by this ordinance on the owner of or person responsible 

for a pet dog shall be enforced against the owner or the person responsible for the dog. Obligations 

imposed by this section on the restaurant or the employees thereof shall be enforced against the 

employee(s) or agent(s) of the restaurant responsible for the violation. Obligations that may 

reasonably be construed as being imposed against either the owner of or person responsible for a pet 

dog, or the employee(s) or agent(s) of the restaurant, may be enforced against the owner of or person 

responsible for the pet dog, or the employee(s) or agent{s) of the restaurant responsible for the 

violation, or both. Any violation of this section by an agent or employee of the restaurant, or by the 

owner of or person responsible for the pet dog shall result in a fine not to exceed fifty dollars for each 

offense. The owner or person responsible for a pet dog that fails to clean up dog waste within a 

restaurant outdoor dining area as required by subsection B.8 of this section shall not be cited under 

Section 8.04.180 of the Metropolitan Code, but shall be cited under the provisions of this section. 

F, Revocation of permit. In addition to the penalties set forth in subsection E. of this section, 

any violation of this ordinance by the holder of the permit shall also subject the permit holder to 

revocation of the permit. 

(Amdt. 1 to Ord. BL2010-761 § 1; Ord. BL2010-761 § 1, 2010)



Chapter 8.08 - VICIOUS DOGS 

8.08.010 - Definitions. 

A. For the purpose of this chapter, the following terms have the following meanings: 

"Bite" means a puncture or tear caused by the teeth of an animal resulting in a break of the skin 

sufficient to cause blood to be present in the wound. 

"Confined" means securely confined indoors, or confined outdoors in a securely enclosed locked 

pen or structure upon the premises of the owner of such dog. Such pen or structure must have secure 

sides, a secure top and provide for appropriate shading. If the pen or structure has no bottom secured 

to the sides, the sides must be set in concrete no less than eighteen inches in the ground. The size of the 

pen must be of sufficient size to house and shelter the said dog comfortably but no smaller than ten feet 

by ten feet. 

"Guard dog” means any dog trained or used to protect persons or property by attacking or 

threatening to attack any person found within the area patrolled by the dog. 

"Provocation" means any act that causes an animal to bite or attack to protect itself, offspring, 

owner or property. 

"Vicious dog” means any dog which attacks and bites a person or animal on any public or private 

property without provocation; any dog previously declared vicious in a court of law; or any dog owned 

or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting. 

B. Except as provided above, all other terms shall have the meaning as provided in Section 

8.04010 of the Metropolitan Code. 

(Amdt. 1 §§ 1 and 2 with Ord. 2001-842 § 2 (part), 2001; Ord. 89-737 § 1, 1989)



8.08.030 - Vicious dogs prohibited. 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or harbor a vicious dog within the area of the 

metropolitan government unless said dog is confined. 

found in violation of the provisions of this section, the court may order that the person do one or both 

of the following: 

1. Be precluded from owning, harboring, or having custody or control of companion 

animals fora period of time that the court deems reasonable. 

2. Pay appropriate fines and fees. 

(Amdt. 1 to Ord. BL2007-1316 § 1, 2007; Ord. BL2007-1316 § 1, 2007; Ord. 2001-842 § 2 (part), 2001; 

Ord. 89-737 § 2, 1989)



8.12.010 - Keeping of animals that disturb the peace. 

A. Itis unlawful for any person to keep any animal, dog, bird or fowl which, by causing frequent 

or loud continued noise, disturbs the comfort or repose of any person in the vicinity. 

B. Violation of this section shall be declared to be public nuisance which violation may be 

enjoined by any court of competent jurisdiction. 

(§ 2 of Amdt. 1 to Ord. 90-1275, 7/17/90; Ord. 90-1275 §§ 1, 2, 1990)



8.12.030 - Cruelty to animals prohibited. 

A. No person shall intentionally or willfully or knowingly kill, maim, torture, torment, grossly 

overwork or overload or cause any of the actions stated herein to be committed. 

B. No person shall allow pregnant animals, nursing females, or animals less than six months 

old to remain outdoors during periods of inclement weather unless such animal is accompanied by a 

custodian, keeper or handler. For purposes of this subsection, inclement weather conditions shall 

mean freezing temperatures, a heat index of ninety-five degrees Fahrenheit (95° F) or above as 

determined by the National Weather Service, thunderstorms, or tornados. 

C. No person shall fail unreasonably or cause another person to fail unreasonably to provide 

adequate food, water, care or shelter to any animal in the person's custody or to abandon any animal 

in the person's custody. For the purposes of this section, "shelter" shall mean a structure or enclosure 

which provides an animal with protection from the elements (weather), which structure or enclosure 

must have a roof, floor and three sides, and be of sufficient size as to allow each animal to stand up, lie 

down and turn around in a natural position. 

D. Pet tethering. For purposes of this subsection, "tether" means a cable, cord, or similar device 

used to attach an animal to a stationary device, but does not include chains. No person shall allow any 

animal to remain confined in such a manner as to unreasonably restrict the animal's ability to move. 

No person shall allow any dog to remain tethered unless all of the following conditions are satisfied: 

1. The tether is not unreasonably heavy in proportion to the weight of the animal. 

2. A swivel is located at both ends of the tether and the tether is free of tangles. 

3. The collar or harness on the animal to which the swivel is attached is properly fitted 

and is a collar or harness that is commonly recognized as a pet collar or harness (choke and 

pinch collars are not permitted). 

4. The tether is not less than fifteen feet in length. 

5. Chains shall be prohibited for use as a tethering device. 

6. The animal is not outside during a period of extreme weather, including without 

limitation a heat index of ninety-five degrees Fahrenheit (95° F) or above as determined by 

the National Weather Service, freezing temperatures, thunderstorms, or tornados. 

7. The animal has access to water, shelter, and dry ground at all times, and has access 

to adequate food. 

8. The animal is at least six months of age and has a current rabies vaccination. 

9. The animal is not sick, injured, or in heat (estrus).



10. Pulley, running line, or trolley systems are at least fifteen feet in length and are not 

less than six feet above the ground. 

11. 1f there are multiple animals, each animal must be tethered separately. 

12. The tethering device shall allow the tethered dog to lie down comfortably at all 

positions of tether. 

E. No person shall administer any poisonous or noxious substance to any animal or expose any 

such substance with intent that the same shall be taken by an animal, whether such animal be the 

property of himself or another, except when the animals exposed or administered such substances are 

rodents, fowl] or other animals which pose a significant health hazard to the public. 

F. Any police officer or any employee of the metropolitan government authorized to enforce 

prevent the perpetration of any act of cruelty as defined herein upon any animal in his presence. No 

person shall interfere with or obstruct any such officer or employee in the discharge of his duty. 

G. Upon conviction for animal cruelty, the court may order that the person do any or all of the 

following: 

1. Be precluded from owning, harboring, or having custody or control of companion 

animals for a period of time that the court deems reasonable. 

2. Participate in available animal cruelty prevention program(s) and/or educational 

program(s) operated or approved by the metro animal control division of the metro public 

health department. 

3. Forfeit to metro animal control animals that are the basis of conviction. 

4, Sterilize the companion animals, with sterilization being mandatory upon a second 

violation. 

5. Pay appropriate fees and fines. 

H. Penalties: 

1. Upon the first conviction for violating [Section] 8.12.030D, in addition to any or all 

of the actions set forth in [Section] 8.12.030G, the individual shall be required to comply with 

[Section] 8.12.030D. 

2. Upon the second conviction for violating [Section] 8.12.030D, in addition to any or 

all of the actions set forth in [Section] 8.12.030G, the individual shall be required to install a 

running cable line or trolley system of restraint. Such running cable line or trolley system shall 

comply with all of the requirements in [Section] 8.12.030D, as well as be at least ten feet in 

length and mounted at least four feet and no more than seven feet above ground level.



I. Any fees required to be paid for animal cruelty prevention programs or educational 

programs organized and taught by metro public health department staff shall be directed to the 

operating budget of the metro animal control division of the metro public health department and shall 

not be directed into the general fund for the metropolitan government. 

(Amdt. 1 to Ord. BL2017-585 § 1, 2017; Ord. BL2017-585 § 1, 2017; Amdt. 1 to Ord. BL2015-1008 § 1, 

2015; Ord. BL2015-1008 § 1, 2015; Ord. BL2009-418 § 1, 2009; Amdt. 1 to Ord. BL2006-1208 § 2, 2006; 

Ord. BL2006-1208 §§ 1—4, 2006; Amat. 1 and 2 with Ord. 2001-843 § 1, 2001; Ord. 99-1776 § 2 (part), 

1999)



8.12.050 - Inhumane transportation of animals. 

A. No person shall carry, or cause to be carried in or upon any vehicle or other conveyance, any 

creature in a cruel or inhumane manner. 

B. Whenever any person in violation of subsection A of this section is taken into custody by an 

officer, the officer may take charge of such vehicle or other conveyance and its contents, and deposit 

the same in some safe place of custody. Any necessary expense incurred for taking charge of and 

keeping and sustaining the vehicle or other conveyance and its contents shall be paid before the 

vehicle or other conveyance can be recovered. 

(Ord. 99-1776 § 2 (part), 1999)



8.12.080 - Companion animal hoarding. 

A. For the purposes of this section, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 

ascribed to them by this section: 

"Adequate care” shall include but not be limited to medical treatment for illness, injury, disease, 

excessive parasitism, or any malformations. 

"Adequate food" means food that is not spoiled or contaminated and is of sufficient quantity and 

quality to meet the normal daily requirements for the condition and size of the animal and the 

environment in which it is kept. An animal shall be fed or have food available at least once each day, 

unless a licensed veterinarian instructs otherwise, or withholding is in accordance with accepted 

agricultural or veterinarian practices. 

"Adequate shelter” means a structure or enclosure which provides an animal with protection from 

the elements (weather), which structure or enclosure must have a roof, floor and three sides, and be of 

sufficient size as to allow each animal to stand up, lie down and turn around in a natural position. 

"Adequate water" means fresh, potable water provided at suitable intervals for the species, and 

which, in no event, shall exceed twenty-four hours at any interval. The animal must have access to the 

water. 

“Companion animal” means domesticated animals kept in or near the household for the primary 

purpose of companionship for member(s) the household and/or companionship for other such animals. 

This includes dogs, cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, hamsters, rats, mice, ferrets, birds, reptiles, amphibians, 

invertebrates and species that a reasonable person would consider to be a pet. Any animal defined as 

The keeping of fowl, swine, cattle, cows, sheep, horses, mules or goats shall not be governed by this 

section but shall be governed by other applicable sections of this Code. 

“Person” means any individual, firm, partnership or corporation, or authorized agent or 

representative of a person, partnership or corporation. 

B. No person may possess, lodge, or maintain over five companion animals if such a person 

displays a general disregard for the conditions under which the animals are living, including, but not 

limited to, failing to provide all of the following to all of the companion animals in his care: adequate 

food, water, shelter, and care. 

C, A person in violation of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. Upon conviction for companion 

animal hoarding, the court may order that the person do any or all of the following:



1. Be precluded from owning, harboring, or having custody or control of companion animals 

for a period of time that the court deems reasonable. 

2. Participate in available animal cruelty prevention program(s) or educational program(s), or 

both. 

3. Undergo a behavioral health evaluation and comply with any recommendations resulting 

from the evaluation. 

4. Forfeit to Metro Animal Contro! animals that are the basis of conviction. 

5. Sterilize the companion animals, with sterilization being mandatory upon a second 

violation. 

6. Pay appropriate fees and fines. 

(Ord. BL2005-859 § 1, 2005)



8.12.110 - Pen enclosures for dogs. 

A. For purposes of this section, “outdoor pen enclosure” means an enclosure (excluding 

fenced-in yards) used as the primary living area, or an area used regularly for an animal or animals to 

eat, sleep, drink, and eliminate. The configuration of the enclosure must be such that the dog can easily 

move about. 

B. Outdoor pen enclosures shall meet the following minimum requirements: 

1. Minimum size. Outdoor pen enclosures shall meet the square footage requirements 

enclosure, provided that puppies less than three months in age shall not be counted for 

purposes of determining the minimum size of the enclosure. 

2. The required amount of unoccupied space does not include that required for 

‘adequate shelter’ as defined in this chapter, but shall include adequate shade for all dogs in 

enclosure, 

3. The pen or secure enclosure shall be constructed with chain link or other similar 

fencing material, as defined in_Section 16.24.330 of the Metropolitan Code, with all sides 

enclosed. 

4, The floors of pens shall be constructed of such material or otherwise arranged so 

that there is no accumulation of standing water. 

5. All pens shall be kept clean and sanitary and shall not be kept in a manner that 

creates a nuisance for the neighbors or neighborhood; nor filthy or dirty confinement 

conditions, including but not limited to exposure to excessive animal waste, garbage, dirty 

water, noxious odors, dangerous objects that could injure or kill the dog upon contact, or other 

circumstances that could cause harm to the dog's health. 

6. The pen shall be sufficient height as to prevent the dog from escaping and, if a top is 

used, it must be at least twelve inches above the head of the tallest dog. 

Table 8.122.110


