
My name is Sherie Edwards, and I am a candidate for the office of Vice President of the TBA (President in 

2021).  It has been my privilege to serve the TBA in a leadership capacity for the past 14 years, beginning 

as  Chair of the Corporate Counsel section (2005-2007 and 2011-2012, with service on the Executive 

Council in the interim). For the past eight years, I have been a member of the TBA Executive Committee, 

both as Treasurer (2012-2017; Assistant Treasurer 2011) and since June of 2017 as Chair of the 

Membership Committee.  In addition to Board governance, I am a member of the Attorney Wellness 

Committee (since 2013), Access to Justice Committee (since 2014), and served on the Corporate Counsel 

Pro Bono Initiative Committee from 2009-2015.  By invitation, I worked on both the Glass Ceiling Initiative 

Task Force and the Medical Legal Partnership Working Group.  I am a member of the Tennessee Bar 

Foundation IOLTA Grant Committee, a proud alumnus of Leadership Law (2010), and a Fellow of the TBA, 

TBA YLD, Nashville Bar and ABA. You can learn more about my background and my leadership in the TBA, 

other bar associations, and the community at my LinkedIn profile. 

Vision for the TBA 

My vision for the TBA is one of an organization that enriches its members by addressing needs both within 

and outside the practice of law.  As a voluntary Bar, the TBA faces the challenge of staying relevant to 

attract to new members who have choices in bar membership, while not losing sight of the needs of 

current members.  I am actively involved in developing new benefits and programs for members, 

addressing holistic attorney wellness, and mentoring law students and young attorneys.  As President, I 

will continue my focus on these areas. 

I recognize that our members reflect a diversity of practice and that those members who are not practicing 

in law firms sometimes believe that their voices aren’t heard. As Membership Chair, I am working with 

TBA leadership and staff on innovations to membership benefits and programs to benefit all members.  I 

am currently working with leaders in government and public service practice to identify the programs and 

benefits that are beneficial to them.  As President, I will continue this work with members across all 

demographics and practice areas to ensure that the TBA meets the needs of all attorneys.  

I understand firsthand how difficult it can be to balance the stress of beginning a legal career with the 

demands of personal life.  As a law student and young attorney, I was the single mom of three children 

under the age of 13; I quickly learned how to handle stress and when to ask for help.  This led to my 

interest the area of Attorney Wellness.  Being a member of the TBA Attorney Wellness Committee has 

given me the platform to advocate for attorney wellness initiatives at the TBA (and other bar associations).  

I have participated in planning education programs, have written articles, and spoken to attorneys across 

the country about the importance of healthy stress management and the courage to reach out and seek 

help when necessary.  As President, I will continue this focus with new programs and education so that all 

attorneys can be their best in mind, body and spirit. 

One of the great joys of my legal career has been to serve as a mentor to law students at the Belmont 

School of Law and to young attorneys through TBA, NBA and ABA mentorship programs. Not only does a 

mentee benefit from the wisdom (i.e., mistakes) of a more experienced attorney, but in this rapidly 

evolving world of technology, mentors also have the opportunity to gain knowledge from mentees.  As 

President, I will continue my focus on mentorship to be sure that our next generation of attorneys is well 

equipped to advance our legal profession and be leaders in the Bar and in the community. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sherie-edwards-0bbbb68


After serving on the Board with eight TBA Presidents, I know that priorities may, by necessity, change by 

2021.  However, no matter what opportunities may face the TBA at that time, my vision and the three 

areas set out above will remain an important focus of my Presidency.  I will apply my leadership 

experience, knowledge, hard work and determination to achieve this vision and position the TBA for 

continued success in the future.  I am blessed to be an attorney, and it is my honor to serve the legal 

community.  I humbly ask you to allow me to continue this service by honoring me with your vote.  Thank 

you! 

 


