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Tennessee Teen Court Program Inc awards $7,500 in scholarships 

 

The annual Mary Ann Williams Scholarship Benefit Dinner and Silent 

Auction raised over $8,600.00 for scholarships.  On May 3rd Friends, family and 

Teen Court members gathered together to pay tribute to Mary Ann Williams and 

support Tennessee Teen Court Program Inc.  The night was a reflection of the 

lives that Teen Court has influenced.  Hendersonville Christian Academy hosted 

a dinner catered by The Olive Garden.  Having served 20 years with Department 

of Children Services, Mary Ann went on to become the Program Coordinator with 

the Sumner County Juvenile Court.  While serving in this role with the county, 

Mary Ann was instrumental in starting Teen Court of Sumner County, the first 

Teen Court program in the state of Tennessee to follow statute.  The program 

also has the support of Mrs. Williams’s three children, Gary Williams, Diane 

Altenburg, and David Williams.  Gary Williams remains involved with the program 

to help carry on their mother’s name and to be apart of something she cherished.  

Teen Court program also celebrated 10 years.  The first Teen Court case was 

held on April 25, 2002.  Teen Court has processed over 300 cases.  Since the 

beginning of the program, 485 youth have served as Teen Court Members.  Teen 

Court alumni Eric Mauldin gave his insight on what it was like to be in the 

program.  Mauldin was installed in the Teen Court program February 2003.  



Mauldin is now a practicing attorney in Gallatin and serves on the Tennessee 

Teen Court Board of Directors.   

Tennessee Teen Court Program Inc showed a short film that gave an 

introduction to what kind of person Mary Ann was.    The film included interviews 

from close friends, associates, Teen Court Members and Board Members.  The 

film also gave the audience a glimpse of how being involved with the program 

has impacted the Teen Court members.  This short film and heart felt 

presentation emphasized the person behind the foundation of Teen Court.  This 

was a way to show the Teen Court members that never had the opportunity to 

meet or work with Mary Ann, a way to learn about her.   

This year the Board of Directors was able to award another scholarship, 

with this the Board awarded a total of $7,500 in scholarships.   The Board of 

Directors presented two $3,000 “Mary Ann Williams Scholarships”.  Cassidy 

Cantrell, a graduate from Station Camp High School was one of the recipients.  

Ms. Cantrell’s overall grade point average is 3.99.  She plans to major in Political 

Science with a minor in psychology at the University of Kentucky and then to 

attend law school.  Zachary Smith, a graduate from Merrol Hyde Magnet School 

was also selected.  His overall grade point average is 3.83.  He plans to attend 

Western Kentucky University to study history and Spanish.  He then plans to 

attend law school and pursue a career in juvenile law.  Also this year Tennessee 

Teen Court Program Inc. awarded the Jay Slater Memorial Scholarship.  All 

funds for this scholarship were donated by the Slater family and friends.  A fifteen 

hundred dollars scholarship was awarded to a senior who has fulfilled the role as 



an attorney.   Mr. and Mrs. Slater and family presented the Jay Slater Memorial 

Scholarship to Zachary Smith.    

Another award presented in honor of Mrs. Williams was the Mary Ann 

Williams Award.  This went to a board member and Teen Court member that best 

represents Teen Court.   This member exhibits support, strength, and goes 

above and beyond, is an inspiration to members and an ideal role model for other 

members.  Hendersonville attorney Gary Williams received the award for board 

members and in honor of his mother.  Zachary Smith received the award for 

Teen Court members.  Another honorable award presented was the “Attorney of 

the Year Award”.  This award was presented to Miles Malbrough a graduate from 

Beech High School.  This was awarded for his exceptional courtroom skills of 

both prosecuting and defense attorney roles.  Funny awards and Member of the 

Month were also presented to Teen Court members to highlight their strengths 

and contribution to the program. 

This dinner served as a fundraiser for Tennessee Teen Court Program 

Inc, and the event included the dinner, a silent auction, and awards.  Many 

members of the Sumner County Bar Association supported the fundraiser 

through generous donations.  Several donations made this event possible.  

Hendersonville Christian Academy donated the desserts, drinks and paper 

products.       

Teen Court program provides juveniles, who are first time offenders, an 

opportunity to face a jury of their peers.  These peers are students who live or 

attend a school in Sumner County and have completed 14 hours of intense 



training, which is provided by local attorneys and other volunteers.  The juvenile 

offender will have a separate hearing held where their peers fulfill the roles of the 

courtroom.  The jury will then make the appropriate sanctions for the crime.  The 

Juvenile Court Judge and Magistrate will determine who will be granted this 

opportunity.  Teen Court’s purpose is to intervene early in delinquent or unruly 

behavior while providing an educational forum for first time offenders in the 

community.   

Sumner County Teen Court currently has one hundred forty one members 

from all over Sumner County who devote their time to the program.  In United 

States and the District of Columbia, there are over 1,150 active Teen Courts.  

Sumner County holds the distinction of being the first in Tennessee to follow the 

statute established by the State Legislature in 2000.  Sumner County Teen Court 

has processed over three hundred cases since the first case in April 2002.  In a 

society where teens are often considered the cause of problems, Teen Court will 

continue to allow them to be a part of the solution   

Tennessee Teen Court Program Inc. is a non-profit organization that 

provides scholarships for seniors in the Sumner County Teen Court Program.   

If you would like more information regarding this program or about making 

donations please contact Tammy Lee, Treasure for Tennessee Teen Court 

Program Inc. and Director of Teen Court at 451-6035. 

Pictured left to right,  

Picture 1 Mary Ann Williams Scholarship recipient’s pictures are- 

Magistrate David Howard (President, Tennessee Teen Court Program Inc.), 



Zachary Smith, Cassidy Cantrell, and Tammy Lee (Director of Teen Court, 

Treasurer, Tennessee Teen Court Program Inc). 

Picture 2 Jay Slater Scholarship recipient Zachary Smith and Mr. and Mrs. 

Slater. 

Picture 3 Mary Ann Williams Award recipients- Gary Williams and Zachary 

Smith.  
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