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Attorney Larry Sutter Passes Away After Cancer Battle 
Sutter was Co-Founder and Managing Partner of Sutter O’Connell 

Larry Sutter, founder and managing partner of Cleveland-based Sutter O’Connell and a lauded civil defense trial 
lawyer, passed away on the morning of Monday, March 6. Sutter was 53 and had 
been battling cancer. 

“Larry was an inspirational leader and a dynamic attorney with an incredible 
track record,” said Matt O’Connell, Sutter’s partner. “He fought his cancer with 
grit, determination and grace. I can’t tell you how profoundly sad all of us at the 
firm were to hear of his death.”  

Sutter is survived by his spouse, Paula Giulitto, a judge on the Portage County 
Court of Common Pleas, in addition to his extended family.  

Sutter O’Connell was founded in 2002 and has 40 employees. The law firm has 
offices in both Ohio and Tennessee.  Before helping start that firm, Sutter 
worked at another large firm in Cleveland for 13 years.  

O’Connell said that his partner was nationally recognized for his courtroom skill – a reputation that Sutter 
earned while trying 94 jury trials in 30 states, the great majority of which he won.  

“Larry liked being described as ‘the kind of guy you want next to you in a foxhole when you are under fire,”’ 
O’Connell said. “That’s how I’ll remember him. And it’s certainly how his clients will remember him.” 

Indeed, one client said this about Sutter: “On numerous occasions, simply adding Larry to the team made the 
other side sit up and pay attention.” 

In addition to leading Sutter O’Connell and his trial work, Sutter was named by the Supreme Court of Ohio to the 
Board of Commissioners of Grievances and Discipline in 2013. He also was an adjunct professor at the University 
of Akron School of Law, where he directed the law school’s acclaimed trial advocacy competition program, 
winning four national championships and 18 Sixth Circuit regional championships – including wins over the likes 
of Harvard, Stetson and Temple. He was named the law school’s Distinguished Adjunct Instructor in 2001. 

A graduate of the University of Akron School of Law, Sutter earned his bachelor’s degree from Glenville State 
College in West Virginia.  

Sutter’s other great passion, in addition to his family and law practice, was raising and training English setters. 
Sutter said his dogs provided an outlet and relief from the pressures of practicing law – but as with everything 
he took on, this was not a casual hobby. Sutter’s dogs won championships. 

“I’m proud to have known and worked with Larry – and I am lucky to have called him my friend,” said O’Connell. 
“He touched all of our lives, and he leaves a legacy that will impact every one of us in the important work we do 
every day.” 
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