
Williamson County attorney Vince Wilcox has been
named the  new coordinator for 21st Drug Court.

(Henry Ambrose photo)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ATTORNEY VINCE WILCOX NAMED NEW

COORDINATOR FOR 21ST DRUG COURT PROGRAM
  Community Breakfast Fundraiser Set For October 21

FRANKLIN, Tenn. (October 15, 2013) - The
Board of Directors for the 21st Drug Court,
Inc., has announced the hiring of attorney
Vince Wilcox as the new Coordinator for
Drug Court, an alternative sentencing
program in Williamson, Hickman, Perry, and
Lewis counties that offers local non-violent
offenders with addiction issues the
opportunity to complete an intensive
two-year, court-supervised recovery program
in lieu of traditional sentences.
 
"Like most people, I have family and friends
whose lives have been devastated by
addiction and mental health issues," Wilcox
says. "As a law student and an attorney, I've
had the privilege of seeing firsthand how the
21st Drug Court changes lives. I couldn't be
more excited to be part of this team."
 
"Our search committee was impressed with
Vince's education, credentials, job
experience and enthusiasm for the position,"
says Phil Newman, president of the 21st
Drug Court Board. "He will be a great fit with
the organization."
 
The 21st Drug Court also announced that it
will hold its annual Community Breakfast fundraiser at 7:30 a.m. Monday, October 21, at
Puckett's of Franklin.
  
The 21st Drug Court was established in 2002 at the initiative of Circuit Judge Timothy L.
Easter, who presides over weekly Drug Court hearings where each participant's progress
through the five-phase program is monitored. "Over the years, we have been blessed with
the extraordinary leadership of Gayle Moyer Harris and Marianne Schroer," Easter says.
"We believe that Vince will continue to help us grow both the quality and the quantity of our
impact."
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Wilcox, a graduate of the University of Virginia, comes to Drug Court from the 21st Judicial
District Public Defender Office where he had been serving as an interim Assistant Public
Defender. Prior to earning his Doctor of Jurisprudence degree at Nashville School of Law,
Wilcox spent much of the past three decades as an executive in the music business, where
he managed staff and strategies for corporations, as well as small, entrepreneurial
companies. Along the way, he earned a Master of Science degree in Counseling and
worked with student and young adult ministries in area churches.
 
The Drug Court model is unique in that it employs a non-adversarial,
therapeutic approach to crimes rooted in addiction. The Drug Court team
includes the circuit court judge, district attorney, public defender, law
enforcement, probation staff, and treatment professionals who work together
to insure that its participants remain drug-free and pay their debt to the
community while getting the treatment and skills training necessary to
become productive citizens.

Extensive national research shows that Drug Courts significantly reduce
incarceration costs, dramatically reduce the recidivism rate of former
offenders, and measurably enhance the safety and well-being of the whole community.   
  
Since its founding in 2002, the 21st Drug Court has graduated over 100 participants and
saved the taxpayers three-quarters of the cost of incarcerating these offenders--not to
mention the untold savings from crimes that weren't committed and participants who are
now able to support their families. Nonetheless, the 21st Drug Court, Inc. is a 501(c)3
corporation that seeks much of its funding through grants and donations.
 
The 21st Drug Court has two major fundraisers each year: the annual Community Breakfast
scheduled for Monday, October 21 at Puckett's in downtown Franklin, and Franklin's "Eat
the Street" Food Truck event scheduled for May 2014.
  
For additional information about the program, the fundraising events or how to make a
tax-deductible contribution to the 21st Drug Court, Inc., please contact the office at
615-595-7868 or via email at info@21dc.org.

To schedule an interview, contact:

McCain & Co. Public Relations
email: mccainprnews@mccainpr.com 
phone: 615-262-1727

Website: mccainpr.com 
Twitter: @McCainPR
Facebook: facebook.com/mccain&co.publicrelations 
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