
RESOLUTION 
 
 Comes the Young Lawyers Division of the Tennessee Bar Association, and brings this 
Resolution requesting the Tennessee Bar Association to advocate for legislation during the 111th 
Tennessee General Assembly that permits lawyers licensed in the State of Tennessee to earn a 
tax credit toward their Professional Privilege Tax through the performance of pro bono publico 
work.1 
 
 WHEREAS, currently all lawyers licensed in the State of Tennessee must annually pay a 
Professional Privilege Tax pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated Section 67–4–1702; 
 
 WHEREAS, tax policy has often been used in helping to encourage behavior, and the 
Tennessee Bar Association has long encouraged lawyers to engage in pro bono representation; 
 
 WHEREAS, during the Legislative Update at the 2019 Tennessee Bar Association Annual 
Convention, Senator John Stevens voiced his support for legislation that would allow attorneys to 
earn a tax credit for the Professional Privilege Tax through pro bono work; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Young Lawyers Division of the Tennessee Bar Association’s stated 
purpose is to both provide public service and to promote activities of particular interest and value 
to young and new attorneys in Tennessee; 
 
 WHEREAS, in 2017, only 51.50% of licensed Tennessee attorneys reported participating 
in pro bono activities; and 
 
 WHEREAS providing attorneys—particularly young lawyers at the beginning of their 
careers—with a mechanism to perform more public service work while reducing the financial 
demands on their practice furthers the mission of the Division and serves the citizens of this state; 
 
 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED: 
 

The Young Lawyers Division of the Tennessee Bar Association urges the Board of 
Governors to adopt a policy position supporting legislation that permits lawyers licensed in the 
State of Tennessee to earn a tax credit against the Professional Privilege Tax through the 
performance of eight (8) hours of pro bono service during preceding year. 
 

                                                        
1 For the purposes of this resolution, “pro bono publico work” refers to legal services as defined in 
Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 8, RPC 6.1. 


